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- . with divers other Treatiſcs. 


Deliveredin ſeverall Sermons upon Di- 
vers Texts of Scripemre, 
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Peoples deliverance. 
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RE VEL, 3. 20. 
Behold I ſtand at the doore and knocke, if any 
man beare my cveyce and open the. doores 
1 will come m to bim, TY with 
' bim, and be with me, 


22 23 N theſe words obſerve 4 note 
of attention andof admirati- 
Llc on, in'this word [ Behold] 
Fl for [Behold J Ever requires 
attention; and often in Seri 
= J Y | ture, admiration, 'as Bla:S. 
— > (v - 14, Behold, a Vire n ſhall 
conceive andbeare « Sonne, 8&c. 1. Behold: At- 
tend to I, and confider it,” and” Fehold "it with 
on,” ſo heere; Behold, conſider it well, 
and ſtand | and wonder that God ſhould Nees 
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the deore and knockethere and offer ſuch conditj- 
ons there, that if any man will the doores 
and hee will enlarge his goodnefle and grace fo 
farre to ſach, as that he will come in and feat 
with them. | 

The firſt part is arte of attention and admira- 
tion,and thenthe matterto be attended unto what 
to behold, | m—__ 

In the matter of attention, there is, 

Firſt, adouble a of God, preventing ns and 
going before any care, of ours in our turning to 
God: Standing and knocking, 

Secondly, a double a& of ours, following this 
double atof Cod. Heare my voyce, Open the 
aoore. | 

Thirdly, Bchold alſo a double at of God, 
that follows this double a&t of ours, 7 will 
colne in with him, and ſupp with him: 1 Feaſt 
with him, and be fecaſted of him : Theſe be the 

rts. 

"TK nacetoey counſell and &harge to all the peo- 
ple of God, thatlive ia a Church ſnbje@ to luke- 
warmeneflc, that have ſome affeRions ſtirred up, 
but + with much wane of fervency and life of 


grace, 

po This whole weve may > ficly hranF 
Ou ning three principall notes, carr 

Ly, 1 ofthe hole Get fade: , 
_ Firſt, when our Saviour ſaith, Behold 7 and 

at the doore and knocke, 8&:c, Wee are firſt to 

op. cnn this &avre is, which wee ſhall fee 

ia tusone Doctrige, " | 


That 
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-. The heart is the way of the' entrance of God 
into the ſoule, or into the ' whole man : For, 
when the Holy Ghoſt will give us an example 
ofthis very __ of the opening of the doore_, 
ſpeaking of Ly4:4, he cxpreſleth itthus, whoſe 
heart the Lord opewed, CAS 16, 14. the doore 
to be opened, was the heart of Zydra, that was 
ir, at which Chriſt ood and knocked, and thar 
ſhe opened unto him, and ſo Pſal.24.7,9. Be_- 
gee lift up you everlaiting doores, and what arc 
thoſe doores: but the hearts of men? They 
are not the doores of a 'mans houſg, nor the 
ates of a city, for they will bee conſumed, 
- theſe be everlaſting doetes, and ſuch as 
into which the king if Glory nwit enter, and 
they muſt be-inlarged,/this 1s certainely meant 
ofthc heart of man,and of the will of man which 
dwels in the heart. 
.. Now for the Reaſon, why the heart is cal- 
led the doore: for you might ſay, if theheart 
ofa manbethe doore of the ſoule, what is the 
inward chaire of the ſoule, what is more in- 
ward, then the heart of a man? Satan cantel! 
whatis in'a mars fancy and many times what 
isin a mans heart that hee knowes not, if there 
be any ſecret in a man it is in his heart and 
will: Why is it then that he cals the moſt 
inmoſt cloſet of the ſoule, the doore of the 


_—_ ſoule, vile 
2 0 


| i{:That the heart 'of a han is the doore of thes Dot. 


Reaſon. 
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over the whole ſoule, and the power it bathto 
rule both. ſoule and body. As-in citics, the 
ſtrength of the City is in; the gares, there was 
their Seates of luſtice in thoſe dayes; and there | 
was munition lored upfor warzſo that open the 
gates t9an'enemy and yougive himall, this com- 
mandsall;give the heart of 4'\man;and you have a 
free paſſage. intothe whole man, ifa mangetthe 
gatcs of a city, he hath all : | So. give God the 
rt, and then” you: give him the whoke ſoule 
nd body too, John 10. 7, 9.:T an the deere, by | 
me if any. mas enter hee ſhall be ſaved: Take 
Chriſt, and you take-ſalvation with -him : you 
take Heaven, with you, and: all the blcflings of 
'Godat:once, that if Hce be « d 'unto you, 
there is nothing.devicd you, of all the living rrca- 
ſurcsof the grace of God,haveHim;and you have 
a ſtrong <ntrance into your owne falvation,have 
Him and you have 2 calling to any perſo- 
nall .cſtate,” in! Family, - Church or -common- 
wealth: ſo in this reſpec our Saviour cals the 
heart. of a mzan' the doore;-give God the hearr, 
and you give. him authority ovcr your whole 
ſoule, in.the whole courſe of your lite. And 
therefore God ſaith, Prov. 23426. Ay ſonne_ 
give me thy heart ; as" if. a Printe lying before 
the gates of aciry, give himthe gates, and you re- 
pnc your ſclycs inſubjeRiontoſuch aPrince,and 
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” ...., Bving Sodary poſſeGionwithinus; any hold! of 
! pa ee s | us 


T 
SS £ 


- 
DP 


- 


| a '$ » 4] 
. IF 2 4 


Ss *% *, I» ww 
"FT. A 4 
* 5 
> ” .- k. . 


3 a. 
F Uh; Ri » 
"#4 


that a man were 
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i 47a nave all ON tbe rtrafarcs of knowledge: and 


|  « Wiſedame;and fullyinlightaed in his: minde-and 
. judgement, ſo as hee may know thewhole body 
-ofthe Scriptures, and if Godhave this, and one- 
1yrhis, hee bath yer nothing, he ſands at the doore: 
yea ifthis man ſhould come off with many good 
affetions, ſometimes with gricfe forfinne ; and 
ſometimes 'rrembling-at che word; and ſome- 
times joy in hearing ;\ as Herod rejoyced i in Johns 
'Dodrinez and C4446 grieved at the threatning, 

-and- Felix trembled; and Tehuwas zealous in cx- 
.ecuringthe word of the Lord, and: yet-God had 
-as yet no part inany of them: + Chnift ſtood yer 
"without doores, and _ no part/in Herod, CA- 
habor lehs,. &c.' no yh e withinthem,-yet if a 
men were as forward as Herod to reforme many 
things,” cM ark. 6.20. yer it Chriſt have notthe 
_ heeharh nothing. wp wort cal- 

upon us all; never to in.any 

of grace; hoe inany meaſures of grace Gs 
ever they bee; untill God: have the qi eill 
our wils receive and imbrace himz-and fo open 
to him, that hee may. come-in' conquering. to 
conquer, and in; fubduing'ro ſubdue, our judge- 


that. God may \-paſſe through .our- whole man 


nothing » Ir is crue you may give a Prince/the 


_- pncvg of al City, I _ may: fiode- -diftur- 


bance 


_ 's wee content out ores _ 
3 and doe- noe 


ments and paſſions, and affeftions and ſpeech, | 
freely wichour: diſturbance, till 'eben God- hath 
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bance and- battle ir the! marker place; 2nd fo 


-it'is: with-many of the ſervants of God, though 


wee have giventhe heart-to- God; and hee hath 


-raken * poſſeſſion-rhereof: with 'fome entrance 


imo: the whole man, yet when bee comes tr, 


mecte with"us in-this and-that buſinefſe where- * 


in our affections are:moſt ſkirring, there is ſome 
way or other, ſome inſurreRions. made againſt 


God. ' Manytimes worldly buſines and rengrh 
'of luſts may oppoſe much+-bur if indeed?” God 


have our hearts given him; '-then- though hee 


have workeenough with us, toſubduc ovrpride 
.and\worldlineſſe and wantonneſfe, and other Gi. 


ſtempers in-us, hee ſhall have ſomething, to doe 


-when hee:comesro thele paſſages whereia-n:ture 
-is more ſtirring, many skirmiſhes-there will: bee 


inſt God, but if wee have once given God 


_ ithe heart, intime: hee will baveall,, and though 


Dotfirine 2. 


'hee meete with many $kirmiſhes, yer hee wil! 


prevaileintheend: ſo that let not men farisfic 
themſelves in giving God any part of their lives 
in the whole courſe of their converſation, or any 


affe&ions; but give him the heart, and when hee 
'hath'that then hee will rake the reft, wicth-hold 


that and give him allche reſt, -and hee-makes ac- 
count you give him nothing. 

Come weethen tothe ſecond ipoint, and to 
ſpeake more fully of that, - 1110 

The patience and bounty of God is great towards 
ſuners, even admirable great in calling them hone 
fo "_ ELVYTY201-21 1] : | 
- tis worthy all admiratioa ta behold this pati- 


ENCC 


HE". 2%Y 


_ -enceof God. This 


| is expreſt'in. the rwo firſt 

a&tsof God; itis very great patience of Godgthat 
hewill ſtand and wairc upon us, it is not a word 
:of courſe that is there uſcdro fill up, the ſentence, 
but it expreſſeththat in'which we would expreſſc 
-our parience, if wee ſtood ata mans doore from 
day today, and from wecke to weeke with ſtrong 
defiresro center into ir, is not that paticnce © -And 

therefore when hee: ſaith, 7 fans, it argues the 
patience of God, is b65 

And this argues his bounty too, that hee nor 
onclyNands there, but bee uſes vehement and 
effcuall meancsto bee heard, and ſuch meanes 
as by which hee might make way for opening to 
himſcife: Firſt, tor Gods paticncethat this js 
done by God in calling us home to him, that is 
the very ſcope of our Saviourinthis Text. 

And forhus ſtanding atthe doore, {ce his Pati- 
ence inchat Rem.10.21, Allthe day long bavel ſtret- 
ched out my hand,8&c. it was a long ſtanding, - and 
that day is not meant a naturall or artificiall day, 
but along ſeaſon of grace, Luke 13,7. Theſe three 
geares have 1 ftayed and looked for fraxte, three yects 
God ſtaicd forit,” Yea, you reade, Pſalm. g5.10, 
Godcomplaines, Fourty yeeres long was I grieved 


| withths generation - Fourty yeers God ſometimes 
ſtayes before hee will threatenthat they ſhall we- 


ver enter ento hs reft : yeaye longer; My Spe 
rit ſhall not alwates ftrive with man, Gev,6.3,5. the 
ſonncsof God, the beſt of mankinde are become 


fleſh yerkis dayes hall bean hundred and ewen- 
ty Yearcs. 


hee will Cay for that — 
Ore 
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forc hee bring the fAlvod an hundred and twenty 


Burt that I Sa fully exprefſe ro you 
the patience of in ſtaying thus for us, let 
mee ſhew you it in 4-particulars, 

\ Firſt, in ſtaying long b:fore hee doe take any 
notice of ſinne, hee faith nothing though wee 
finne, and continue in finne, and mulciply tranſ- 
grcſfions againſthim day after day; and ycare af- 
ter yeare: God takes no notice of any thing wee 
doe, butcarrics ir; as ifhe ſaw it not, and heard ir 
not, Pſal,50.20,21. 1 held. my tongue and ſaid 
nothing : 1 ſtayed ſo long asthatthou thought- 
eft Idid approve of thy evill courſes, he thinks 
God lookes at him now, as hee did twenty or 
thirry,- or fourty, or at hundred yeares agoe,and 
hee never found checke in his ſoule for what hee 
had done, nor any judgement of God upon him 

' inany remarkable manner, ſo as hee thinkes hee 
hath done noevill. | 

Secondly, another a of his paticnce is no 
onely a holding his peace ſo long, but when he 
doth beginnero ſtirre, hee doth alwayes uſyally 
threaten before hee trike, Amos 4.11,12. be 
cauſe I will doe thus unto thee. 0 Iſrael , prepare 
fo meet thy God, hee uſually threatens before hee 
ſtrikes: hee'ſeldome doth ftrike, at leaſt irreco- 
yerably, till hee give men warning. | 

3- Thirdly,” whenheethrearens, hee will not yet 
"ſtrike, but will yet ſtay agoodtime after he hath - 
chreatned, Hoſ.11.7,8,9. 'uMy bowels are turned 
within me for thee, {othat God when hee is abour 
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| yo tvikes! it: comes} into, his. minde,' howſhalll 
* | ,doeit, whatwauld become. of thee, 4f-1: ſhould 
'  aakethis courſe with thee, and foleavethee hope- 
:lefſe and helpeleſle for after time, 
-/ Fourthly, he dothnot onely ſo; , but: ſuppoſe 
hedoe ftrike{as uſually he doth)inthetnd, if all 
' thisprevaile not, yer ſce how long hee ſtands, 
hee doth with-draw his blow when hee hath 
Rricken, he:doth not fſtirre up- all his wrath, 
but with-holds, the fierceneſle of his diſpleaſure, 
atleaſt for a good times. and rather © gives, war- 
' Hing/then breaks forth-in his full diſpleaſure, Pc 
78.38.Many 4 time he turned his anger away aud did 
fot; ftirre; up all his wrath ;, Hee did exprefle! his 
diſpleaſure,and (omerimes afflicted ſomeof themz 
ſometimes others of them 3 but didinor 
conſume them. utterly: Secir in the example of 
Davids cartiage to Saw, when | hee cut off-the 
$kirt of his garmeor, hee, might, as. well-.have 
- cut off his life : - $0 $44, when hee was: riding 
_ to: Damaſens, to deſtroy all themthar called on ; 
the name-:of the. Lord. Icfus,,,, Chriſt meetes 
him; and ſtrikes him downe to the. groynd,. and 
* nicke him blindez .hee might as cafely have +» 
firacke him dead, and fo hath done many, 4, 
9.4,8. The ſame- ſtroke that; ſtricke -him-.to 
the ground, might have ſtrucke him into "the 
fave, and from thence intothe nethermoſt hell; 
ar. where had then. beene all- Paw/s- gratious 
Epiſtles and: glorious luttcrings, and therefore 
well my wee ſay, God was willing to ſhew a1 


cxtmple 'of long-ſuffering, rowards him.) elfe, 
C when 
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when God had ſtrecke him downie hee wontd 
have rhete have let ' him Iyen, andinot lethim 
riſe againe and given him leave to heare more 
good counſel}, thathee might ture ro God.and 
ome 4 new man, as hee did; which ſhews 
. 'you the wonderfull parkknce of God before he 
* upon a creature in the urmoſt of his diſplea- 
Secondly, Behold alſo the bounty of God ro 
wards poore finfiers, when he cals them home 
tohimtT fand at the dove and knocke, that ex- 
prefleth ſome vehement urging thar- ſinners 
might open to him. 
Now what arc theſe ſtroakes of God by which 
hee'doth exprefle this knocking 2 
Firſt, he ſttikes with the hammer of his word, 
as many doores have hammers hanging at them, 
that make a ſhrill anda loud noyſe, thar will wa- 
ken men though they were a ſleepe; fo: God 
compares his Wordto at hammer, 7&. 23. 29. 
Sometimes, 'puts ſuch weight upon his Word, 
- tharthe Word ſpoken by the Miniſters of God, 
to the hearts arid conſciences of men, rings a Joud 
einthe cares of men''; ſo ts afterwards 
annot cat, nor ſleep for thitiking ofthe ſad noyſe 
thar word did ring intheir cars. INE 
"But 2, He knockes alſo by nnd. ugt ex 
atid'knockes aloud ; rhere is not any fickeneffe 
befalls*us vr ours , not any lofle in our cſtares, 
notany kind of evill that befals the places where 
we live,ſo farre as it reaches us : but it is a knocke 
of Gods hand to tirne'ts bim, 49 16.25, 
- ; When 
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 Whenthe Barth was ſmitten with a great earth- 
quake,  ſoasthatrhe pry doores were opened, 
mdrhe power of God inth 
heart of the Gaioler, that ont of bed hee leapes, 
and tothe priſon hee comes, and there had like to 
' have ſlaine himſclfe, fearing che Priſoners had 
beene- fled; but ſeeing none of them was run 
away, it pleaſed God ſo to ſtrike in with that 
ſtraake, that hee preſently fals downe and crics 
out; Sirs, what muſt I doe to bee ſaved? When 
# judgement comes and makes the foundations 
of 2 mans' heart to ſhake, it ſers' his ſpirit a 
' trembling, and puts him into a feare, fo awa- 
| nya the power of God, expreſſed in 
ome 
doe. _ You know how mightily God knocked 
at Pharaohs heart, when as in ſundry of thelat- 
ter judgements, the Text faith, 'That heſends 
' for Moſcs in hafte, and confeſſeth that the Lord is 
righteous, aud that he bad ſinned, and comesoff 
very ſcriouſly, as if he wonld now wholy yceld 
to Gods will, though before hee had ſaid, who 
isthe Lord, fuch a mighty power is inthe judge. 
ments of God. 
Thirdly, 'There is another voyce of God 

* that knocks, and God in that ſhewes much 
bounty z and that is when God is pleaſed ro 
knocke at the doores of our hears by the worke 
of his Spirit 5 by opening our conſcience, which 
is2s2 fortrefſe beſbes the doores of our hearts; 
asin many great cities there arc ſome out-workes 


to: defend the gates; God fo convinces the 
C2 CON- 


em both did ſhake the 


ement, that hee knowes not what to. 
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though wee bee unready and unliſty to open, 
64g 1 
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conſcience, and D.inlightens the minde, and 
informes -,the- judgement, and! the memory 
and aff. tions ;, ſlo-as thati.all the- out. workes 
of the ſoule are ſubdued, whereby ir. comes to 


paſſc rhey-profeſie to God that if hee will bur 


ſpare: them ro a. centaine futther time, they 
will doe. whatſoever. -God-commands: them ; 
this-many times fals. our, that God takes hold 
of the minde and - judgement and conſcience, 
and: affeQtions, ſo. as nothing ſtands-out but on- 
ly the very doore, the heart-is- onely ſhut, 7obx 
16.9. \\They are convinced of  ſinne, of righteouſ- 


neſſe and of judzement, which argues that the 
Spirit of God whea hee comes, he will inligh- 
ren-the. minde,. and .conyince. the judgement, 


and let the world plaincly fee that their way 
is wrong, and- that they are-yct ina damnable 
eſtate, becauſe they beleeve not in him; this 
is one of the ſtrongeſt knocks. of God, when 
the minde and judgement 'is. convinced, and 
the heart ready to condemne it: {clfe, and- ac- 
knowledge that if it ſhould now ſtand out any 
longer, thecale would proove dangerous. And 
when God takes this paines, isthere nora plenti- 
full expreſſion of his bounty to us. 

Fourthly, There is onely one; ſtroake more 
which God many times doth: follow the reſt 
withall, and alwayes doth when hee intends to 
knocke prevailingly, and it is this: 'Hee doth 
many times breake open the-doore of the heart, 


fall in ſome ſavour of the Lord Ieſus, 
| and. 
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and {ome 1cliſh of the Spivit of Adoption,Carr. 
5.45. that rbough the heat; bee} crowfie -and 
dead in; fine, .yer-it begins to ariſc/andopen 
to: Chiiſt;: and then thovgh:.Chriſt bee- gone, 
yer the heart runnes after him,/| and though ſhee 
cannot of a Jong time finde-himy yet ſhee con- 
tigves to. ſecke', img .and this. is- when the 
Spirit. of Adoption. hath: \made«it a \broken 


heart, | 


Now, why ſhould God bee thus wonderfull 
patient and bountifullin ſtanding-and knocking at 
the doors of qur hearts£-. -/+ 5 hli | 

The firſtand principal] reaſon is taken - from 
God hiaſelf,ond it is fromthe purpoſche hath to 
glorificche richesot his mercy and grace to poor 
fioners,notable isrhat ſpeech,and-remember ic for 
ever,& lct irfiak deep into yourheartslike-Myrrh 
which may, preſerve- your favour, E/2.-30:18; 
Therforc wjll the - Lord, wait: that: hee may: be 
gracious to us: - This is-che firſt Reaſon, why 
Gad will,thus waite-and/ftand-and knocke,and 

rry.our lciſure, that hee might exalr the glo- 
ry of his rich grace towards us, it the King or 
ſome great, man ſhould. ſtand waiting long at 
our doore, if hee ſhould ſtand ten, twenty - or 


an hundred. .ycers,; you would: thinke he dcba- 


ſed himſclfe, to ſtand waiting ſo:long' on ſuch 
wretches as wee are;. but - Gods . thoughts are 
not like mins, when, hee waits long 3/ it is that 
bee might bee gracious, and hee will bee exa]- 
ted in ſo- doing : waiting and exalting-is-pur, 


« the one. to cxprelle the other: They interpret 
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.and'cxpound one another, 'to magnifie the ri- 
ches of 'his patierice, hee willwaite and nor bee 
weary of waiting; ſometimes for ſome ſcores 
.of yecres together, and indeed God is nor dil- 
-uppointed, for ſuch hee will prevaile with in his 
owntimetoopen to him;t 7199.1-14,16,17,The 
graceof Godw as exceeding aboundant towards me, I 
was 4 blaſphemer ani injuriews,s perſecutor &c, but 
the grace of God was exceeding aboundant towards 
me, and hee tels you wherein God ſhewed forth 
his long ſufferanceto me, asa pattern of all thoſe 
that ſhould afcerwards beleeve: - And fee how he 
ends that'fpeech, ver/.17. Now to the King im- 
mortal, to the onely wiſe God be power and glory 
for ever. Thus youfer whatthis waiting of God 


wrought, hee'waircsand knockes that hee mighr 
beeexatred in thatday ; that when they ſce,whar 
adangerous eſtate they atein; and yer ſee how 
= pd God hath forborne them,. and bounti- 
ily exprefſed himſe}f rowards them, and fee in 
the end God hath brokeninupon them, and will 
no r ſtand: then _—_— was exceedi 


aboundant towards me, and now God igexalted: 
the mouth is for ever after open to Gods 
praiſe. 

2 Reaſon taken fromthe will and purpoſe of God 
for the falyationofour ſoules. God is nor ſlacke, 
whetthee is ſo flow in powring out his devouring 
judgements, burparientto us ward, ( 2 Per. 3.9.) 
who would have no-man toperiſh, bur all mento 
come to reperitance: 'this isthe Reaſon why hee 
is thus patient, and long-ſuffering, thatwe might 
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| mils if God were nor parti nombais us 
- all-and knocked but once or twice, 'wee had 
beene cruſhed into: the nechermoſt hell, where 
had all his glorious Saintsin Heaven, and all bis 
gracious ſervants in Earttybeene, if hee had nor 
hk a patient, and bountifull God z bur hee is 
not willing we ſhould periſh. Every childof God 
' had periſhed and that everlaftingly,had nor-God 
magaificd his patience toward them. He: did not = 
ſtirre upall his wrath. ' Becauſe, Hee remembred Reaſon 3. 
we were but fleſh, a blaſt of windthat goes away,' and 
 Feturnes not againe, Pſal, 78.3853 9.28 if he out 
ſay, if God when wee provoke his patience, and - 
ſtand our long agzinſt him, thould"then ftirre up 
all his wrath, wee ſhould have no hope to turne 
to God, for wee are burduſt, /blowne away and 
xcturne got aggine, If Godiſtrike'@ 'man” with 
death, what hope is there: that hee ſhall returne 
againe:; Where had Pas! beene-if hee had beene 
ſtrucketodearh as well asto: the earth, hee had 
neverreturned then tothave feenethelightofthe 
livirg. - Godrherefore that. confiders what: ſor- 
ry things wee bee, and that if hee ſhould bur 
- Rirre up all his wrath , wee ſhould: bee ntter- 
ly undone, : hee | will -therefore (ſtay many 
yeers,before he poure outall his wrath, and ut- 
terly conſume us. - 
Hee waitesand knockes long toleave all fleſh ,, a/on 4. 
without excuſe rhat will notturnero Him, Rom.1. 
20, ſpeaking of ſuch as'had but the light of na- 
ture,, yet men-are {cft without excuſe, that ne 
0 


2 


*doe-rior acknowledge GodNang glorific him 2s 
God; how much more: when hee-endures with 
long-:patience, and” ſuch loud and vehement 
knockuig at/the hearts of men and ſometimes 
by raking the our-workes oPthe foule, the miride 
_ andjudgemicnt, -andaffeions: & 7. he will lexve 
meniwichout excuſe, tattcralithis they will and 
outagainſthim.:-- | 
F/er, 'Tolcade tis to-Repentance, Rom.2.4,5. 
ie-isa-pregnant-place to) this- purpoſe 5 Deſpiſef 
1hou-the pattence and bounty, and long-ſaff erance of 
God, &Cc, '» Sce what vehemem reaſons the Apo- 
ſtle uſeth toper{wage and-urge us ro rake advan. 
tage heereby: to turneunto'God by Repentance. 
Sce how hee glorifies theſe attfibutes of God'by 
Eaſting ſhame upomus, if wee "repent nor. 'De. 
{þiſeſ# thow;:1w ho ſpeakes/hee of 2 Hee ſpeakes 
10 the: Remapes; the great Lords othe world at 
gat day; for none ofthe Nations were like unto 
themztor proweſle andgovernmentand authority 
and yer deſpiſc{trthou £ Thou Rowmane, what 
thouthat haſt beene cexalred above-all' Nations; 
thouwhom God harlrſohighly:advanced and a- 
dorned withall' mannerot excellencies, as if hee 
ſhould ſay 5. Thou: Who arethon, or what art 
thonatthe beſt; who art thou that thou ſhouldeſt 
* deſpiſe the bouncy of God, thou whom God 
hath brought up from ſo meane acondition, is it 
forthce to ſtand contcſtiog with God ; ler. mee 
tellthee whoeverrhou beeſt; 'itis not for morrall 
men,,duſtand aſhes, a:blaſtto/geſpiſe the pati- 
ence and bounty of God;z »{o thar the'Apoltte 
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yeers (Thou) whom. bee hath viſited with fo 
plan fickeneſſe, . ( Thou) ey] God hath 
ro ns & LIpGanE condition pe NCA. 


t IT ue, (Thou) wine Bad 
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Ken tipor chljen en far lk { behind 
this coonſelt Mocicho a" ala 
bn B on your hearrs, if you doe [not turne to 


| e ths ls cs t6 you, you will 
Kee th Grd by G6, feb Hens or ett 

| of G84, will ir e end betreafared 
v in fuch tre 4nd fing nur Jud cements tpon 
you, that hee that heares of Ir, both his cares 
Alfringle; , and Friends fhallfta 


the Woekull judgements that be- 
| rings ow therefore [36 the rime no 


16H, deſpiſe Gods PRE no _ tea» 
ſure up fry, bs mote x wrath, there 1s , = 
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"God; for God" is itideed trriche, a 
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| what t paſncs hee takes, and Nilt ſlands 

wen wee will orgs fo him, and therefoxe 


an be diſco yh if thab hat 
Net hat if foutty ,*whar if. a 
updred and twenty. yeers, yer lthith —O0f 
ath | Go ler {In now, hinder 


| clones to thee, 2 is 
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op} as bs Evi and eſpecially fo 


: knockes, there is ſome. hope, it 
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Ba yourby; how \fhall 1-1 know that Gai 


arcd as with a 
hee deſcerns net a knocke of 


ARands knocking * ''If a/mab 1 
in finne, and his conſcience” 
'hot pron: that hee 
-God'in his heart, thet'time is paſt with him 
Bur as long as God ſtands and knoeks fo onghee 
hahamind'tsenter. 
But how ſhall 1 know wherher hee knocko 
-or -no 2 
- Doth God hammer thyconſei cience, and all as 
 yponan Anval, the cafe is dangerous;butif God. 
Rrikeand thoufeeleſt i it, there NEMPe or it 
Yoni judgement befallthee, Tay it bee ſome in- 


theedown 
wraſtling for hiring Go 36 A 


pres _ _ the 4am #09 et 
wn, 8 cichce and' poſlicefte thy minde and 
ent -of the danger of thy eſtate; and if 
EE ena 
e:ſu the out-wo 

thereof, eaſing ang ohne thy conſci- 
ence, allthis whilethercis hopeld het, unleffe 
thouar voke Got tofutther wrath, yer 
God waites ſtill, ' thathe may be gracious to'ex- 
ale his merey, and the bowie, riches of his 

accand long-ſufferance ; ; therefore bee nor 
Siſcoms ved, \burt now 'take y, Jeaſt 
thougocontodefpiſcandſcale vp wrath againſt 


thee. 
'#ſe 3- To teach allthoſe who ha we had expe- 
ience ofthis paticace and bounty of 'Gods Tea- 
=s youto repentance, a av have found comfort 
2 in 


fer offoule,and dothit 
pork { 2 
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egtthe Lord Jeſus Sand his glorious boun- 
= and hol .iefoorth- as a-patterne to all about 
"thee. thax, thou haſt ſtood our ſo long againſt 
ſa; many,warnings and ,<xpreſſions; and manife- 
ſtations of Gods.bounry,,.fince: that is the ;cnd 
God aymes at, let now his.name and his great 
patience and, bounty- bee. magnified and ſpeake 
of it from one generation to another,thatthe me- 

mory.of itmay nor dyc.; ue fo 
Dofrine 3. ©: Such as. ave heare'the oy ce and knocks of Chrift 
. and dve. epen the doore. of their heayts to him, bee. 
will vouchſafe fellow ſhip; with them, familiar and 
prac reſin wirhthem, feaſting of thew and 

& #096 re I 


{-To-heare the voyce of Chriſt, is.to- hearc ic 
with. a. boared eare; and. with- regard. and re- 
verence,.hee lo; hegres, as hee never, forgets 
what God (peaks,he hears withaneverlaſting car, 
Tam] 224925 26.Minc tar hath Godopencd,P[4.40. 
6.God hath digged into. a mansears(ſoit is inthe 
Originall)ſo E/a.59.4,5 The Lordhath opened mine 
* JA£4re,;ſo that F was not xebellious nortwrned backe., 
John,6.4*.. hee heares with'an everlaſting care, 
it-is a lound that neyer goes, out of his care, 
whether God ſpeake to him. in his Word, or 
ig. his, (%h wpus or-by, the yoyce. of -his; Spi- 
it: an. tus heart and canſcience, hee hath heard 
the voyce of his rod, Micah6.9. this is hearing 
with n Gps care: Such an hearing as David 
Red | wever, forget thy . precepts, Plalme_- 
: Y3 EAVO M6N9q7103 VOY EN: 


*® ' , 
TL VT TIFE> 7 7 £57 
# Y 115 LI 


: 
& #7 
bad # * 
n; -{ But 


o 


- Firſt, Weopento Chriſt, when wee beleeve 
all that God hath ſpoken: for wee may heare 
and underſtand much, butiour hearts: beleeve it 
. not, andthen we doe not openthe'doore of faith, 
.and ſo doe not openour: hearts, if wee open the 
- heart wee giveupour hearts to: God: to/jmbrace 
whatever hee bath-ſpoken, L/d2. 14:29, © Wee 
| beleevetherruchofthe Wordzaad give credence 
and have afſurance of the certainty and neſle 
.of it to our ſouls, when wearc ablero ſay; good is 
'* likes of. the LORD); this'is the” key* of 
MEAL. aw AT) AS 220f; | 
. _- Secondly, Wee open the doore of our hearts, 
" when wee goeto God and openly confeſfe from 
our hearts.all.the deſpight and comemprwe have 
. pur Gods grace too, when wee inconteſſion open 
the mouth and the heart together,”-and-contefſe 
that all God.hath ſpoken to us: of our dangerous 
courſe, hath beene the Word of his truth and 
 goodneſle, 'when wee confefle former and Hatter 
_f11s, and judgeour ſelvs as unworthy of any'mer- 
cy,he that.thus confeſleth and forſaketh his firis 
ſhall find mercy, Pro. 28. 13+he thar- keepes his 
heart faſt lockr, hee keepes out'' God,nand? har- 
dens his heart from good counſell; hee ſhall 
fall into miſchiefe, and for him there is: no re- 
medy, Prev.29.1. but if wee: confeſſe our ſinne 
"unto God; this is the way to ſoftenand open 


"Rr D 3 Third- 


———_ fled. 4 


Thirdly, , If wee have made God Ray long be- 
| fore weeopento him, this will further be fond: 
Wee open our hearts, when as wee defire to 
give up "our hcarts and foules to God, not 
oncly to reccive him and his grace, but even 
to. yeblde profeſſed ſubjeftion to the Gol- 
pcll of Chriſt; when our hearts profeſfſe, it is 
too long that wee "have Rood out fo many 
-knockes, but now for time to come, we yeeld 
and offer our ſoulesto God; nottolcave an hoofc 
-ehind; but now 'Chrift ſhall have minde and 
| t and conſcience, al our indeayours, 
all chat wee arcor can'bee, 2 Cor. 9.13, when 
wee-yceld cvery thought to profefſed ſubjeQi- 
on to Chriſt and his Goſpel], when wee will 
nee-allow our ſelves ny paſt eof finne, bur 
yeeld up-our ſelves, foules and bodics and ſpi- 
tits' and all ro bee guided (by him, to doe wad 
ſuffer-his will;thar we maybe delivered from the 
wrathtocome. 
Now'ſuppoſe we do thus,what will God then 
do tous? 

Why Chriſtwill vouchſafe familiar commu- 
nionwih us, heewill come inand dwell with us; 
to dwell with a man is to continue with him, 

-andcogrowto more familiar fellowſhipwith him, 
givehim;your hearr, andrhen'he will never de- 
[90K from you,7r. 32.40, 

He will ſup with us,and we with him. 


Tharimplyes ſtill more familiar communion 
with him. 


Eng are ſaid ro ſoy w with God: Firſt, aqvgs t 
*L b of 


Cd 


dothrefreſhus, ſer before us thefatthingsofbis 
grace, fc before usthe Lord Jeſus Chritt,, and 
gives us big holy Spirit, ſer. before ug peace of 
_ conſcience, and joy inthe Holy. Ghoſt, and. all 
the gifts and graces of his Spirit, - invites us to his 
PPS. 89 ſcts before us the comfort -of 
them. 
1 Hegratiouſly invites us to his Ordinances, 
2 and there {crs before us Chriſt and his benefits, 
3 and thep ar ſupper time hee carves-us-out: forme 
choife pontion reſerved fer ts, he gives us atcſtis 
mony of our welcome in the diſhes of his ordi- 
- nanccs, and in the meate in-them Chriſt, and 
inthe benefits hee carves outto us; he ſaithh ere 
is2partforthee ſonneor daughter, hereis not a 
diſh uponthe Table, bur rhou baſtthy part-in-it, 
* God will ſs take order,. not one benefitof Chriſt 
\ Teſus, nota Sermon, not a Sacrament, nota bleſ- 
Gogin Chriſtian communion, but there is ſome 
thirg-ia- them-to feed thee, 'and therefore ſee 
thou be ſtrengthened and comforted in them,and 
_ buileupbythem, there is nothing but ſomething 
is. forthee, no promiſe but'its! thine, : no: Cam- 


| ſpendetnen but-it belongs to thee, ©0 :cxample 
utfor your good and imitation, and thenare-we 


fajidto ſbp-with him, on Oo on hg 
-- But when 4s bce ſaid to.ſuppe with us v.) +1 +: 
2: 2. When hee will be preſent with'us:id every 
duty, when hee ſhewes us-his preſenceand 2:af- 
ſitance in every performance; and - when: hee 
not.onely  ſhewcs | his ;preſence 1and | pilhſtance, 
Hut 3s pleaſed 3+to-accept-this' andehat duty,we 


offer 
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© offer him our ſervice, and NET TET ade deſires, 
whereby wee bid him welcometo our houſe,and 
rhen heeſhews us his/acceptance of out dries, ir 
is our meate and drinke to performe Chriſtian du. 
ties in a Chriſtian manner, gs you lirtle think 
that God takes notice ofthem, yet hee accepts it 
all. And, 

Firſt, "Chriſt will rejoyce in vs. Secondly, 
ſome' poore Chriſtians that joyne with us ſhall 
beglad roheare of ſuch-expreſſions- come from 
us; Stholoyaics whd bowels'of poore Chriſtians 
ſhall be refreſhed, and it fhall bee as much com- 
fort tothem, as if you had layed a good mor- 
ſe}| upon his crencher; -Andall from this ;- be- 
cauſe wee!have heard 'Chriſts' voyce and © 
ned unto him” ifthere bee Gta willing maihd d 
it is accepted, 2 Cor.8.1 2, Tf Godgive : Brace. 
to performe' any poore duty with a willing mind, 
heeaccepts it; this is the beſt entertainement we 
had-for him, and - the beſt courſes | wee cati 
ws we could wiſh our entertainement were ber- 

r him 3/ but it is ſufficient, for it is/accepred. 

- 1; It-is of: Exhortation to all chatinever 
tmmabat was to fit dowhe attable with God, 
this is:commendedto/you ; 1favy man will here 
my voyce, if he will but open the doore I' will comeL 
in 40 Tim ;doſt thou defire to bee entertained 
ar'the Lords Table, or when'thou 'commeſt to 
a ordinance. of God, wouldeſt thou have the 

ord Telus Chriſt ro bid'thee wellcome, this is 
the courſe 'that is;commended tothee, ſeropen 
Sages: hearken'xhar! this day is 


{po- 


—— —— 


thor LSPA you out of his Word. harden 


,uot your hears as in the day of provocation, tnoneof 
the ſcedsof Gods word fall rothe grauad-in vain, 
| but what you bave once heard, heare-it forever, 
Hebr. 2.1,2. Youhaycthis day heard ofthe grear 
paticnce and richgraceand large Gayngy of Gad, 
Ictnot the word of hisgracefallcothe;ground in 
:yaine, callit reminde and belceye thetruth of ir, 
2odin beleeving of it profelſſe your hearts to God 
| ' an hcarty confeſſion, thatindeede, you, haye 
ood 'out long, againſt, him, and againſt all his 
.bounty,and trurh,beſcech him to. breake open the 
ſtony doores of 0. eact,. and. burſt;the barrs 
.of Iron 1a aſunder,-an; yep yu. an: heart to 
give up your: ſoule and body and ſpirit to: him, 
.Which is 2, reaſonable ſerving of. him, give up 
-mitde andjudgement and afteRion;ta God; and 
if you inde your.hearts, ſluggiſh this way ,, re- 
.membcr on. the. one ſide,” /70w will. treaſure up 
wrath 4$enf the: day of wrath, if you doe not: 
and.if you doe ſo, then Chriſt will comein-and 
Juppe with 30u, taking in; good part, what, you 
performe, and - making you-a! continuall feaſt, 
Prov.1515.. and others ſhall rejoyce in your be- 
halfe, and this will be a ſupperto.you; you ſhall 
' need no morenor better meate, till you goe to 
your everlaſting long home, having gotten ſuch 
a ſupper you may then goe to bed when you will, 
and you ſhall leepe moſt ſweetly and comforra- 
bly,in another world hee wilt make his laſt meale 


with you, when your eyes fball cloſe up in ever- 
E laſting 
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ing peace, remember this and make uſc of it 
forever, Kat 
Ye 2. Toteachthe fervants' of Chrift that 
have ſometimes ſupt with him heeretofore;if you 
hayenot found Chriſt, carving out a portian to 
_ -you of along timc;it isadireQion royon as you 
would have Chrift preſent with you, and his ac- 
ceptaniceinal your duties,it behoves you ſo often 
as you come before God, come with a boarcd 
eare;that eyery word mzy {mk deep into you;and 
know that the reaſon why*Chriſt was notpreſent 
 withyou,inpublik or in private, was, becauſe you 
' cither have nothcard cr not: to him, you 
havenot beleived,not confelfed your miſcariages, 
not yeelded to God your after-conrſe,and hence 
you have come to duties, and neither your ſclyes 
nor others better forthemzfertherforc open your 
hearrs ro Chriſt, and heare his nag. und pive 
| your ſelves to bee wholy tz he of God for 
time to come, andthen hee will tcadily accept 
you, and will carve youont a bleſſing our of eve- 
ordinance you come to; and you ſhall finde 
this verified, hee will keepea feaft with Foo this 
night, and the laſt night. you ſleeper; ſhall bee 
ſweetto you, and 'you ſhall awake with | com- 
fort arthe reſurreftien ofthe juſt, 
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Theſe art they Which came out. of great tribula- 
tion, and barve waſhed their robes and 
6G ou White im rbe blood ofthe Lambe, 


| {4 Rom the ain verſe 66 whif 
| AL Chapter you have a deſerjp- 

tion-of | Gods Church and 
people tharob 
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«SS C emſelves, 
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"The; Saints deliverance ont rof Tribulation, 


i 


ſeale of God ſet upon them is exprelt from 


en SURED have ade cription of he 
pr d and ſodelivered. 
"Firft,as Ion did perceive them tor bee by his 
owne view and hearing, / veheld, &c. 
Secondly, as hee did learhe them to be by the 


| informatian bone of the Angels.. As hee per- 


ceived them by his own diſcernigg, hee deſcribes 
theme. 
"Firſt;for multicude; 'a gyear pwultirulle, fo great 
as.none could pumber them, * 

Secondly, for their Ord, andthe yaricty of 
them,T, hey were of all peop *''» 768g and langua- 
65, 
s Thirdly , for their _ they were before_ 
the throne, which appeares from voy! 4. had a 
place inthe Church, :- 

Fourthly, he diſcernes them, by their habit; 
on gy ; Haithed axed white robes ond palmers 'm their 


Fit Hedeſcribesthemyashic * them tobe 


by their imployment, what he heard or ſaw them 


a A cryed out with aloud woyceand bheetels you 
,and how. it was confirmed by the 
timaay of of et the 9p els of God KV 
erva liverahce out of inward 
1d.0Utw1 el px aſcribeit 4! 


out Ill ro God, ths 
ts. upon the throne, and.to. the Lam All the 


thatthe judgementlay poarhe cath, ma- 
Gods ng of Cod gh to. es cory 
6 elves, 
| in 


. 
\ LS? s 


wy thepto po WW hr: nar 'mctits; 
but after. God had beenepleaſed tro waſhthemin 
nt Cue his ſonne,' they ſaw now that. falva- 
tion from'dcath andfinnc and afflition;:was from 
himchat Ks a ht andthe Temple and 
fiom the Lamb, the blood of Chriſt. 

This confirmed by all-the Angels;ver, 11; 12; 
They cryed and ſaid, blefing and £ "ran wijdune 
&c.beuntovur God for ever; '' 

..Andthen-hee comes to deſcribe them in the 
Verſe before” the: Text,/: ahd in the Text, 
bee. deſcribes. them, + by-what:. hee \leatned 

ofthem. by-informatign,- and-that from/one:of 
the Elders.that ſtood by-atid ſhewed him theſe 
ungs. 

The Elder.enquires firſt of him, to-prepare 
-himche/berterco underſtandir; Knoweſhrbou whit 
theſe be 2 Tobaterurhesananſwcrot hisignorance, 

and likewiſe an expr&ſion of; his .defire after in- 
formations thou knowelt and art likely -to know 
1s, whotheo returnes.himthis; that chey 


tharthus ſtand with enſignes of viRtory;-1The/e_ 
are they which came. out of great tribulation, and have 


waſhed their robes inthe blood of the Lamb, 
_ + Sothen you have inctheſe words a'deſcription of 


the eſtate of Gods people by a/double argument. 
Firſt, by thcir deliverance out of affliction from 


grcat tribulations. 
Secondly, by heir proficing under affliction; 


which have waſhed their robes, aud made: Ghopy: whe 
Ws Hood of the ; Lambs, 
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77, Theſe aro neta deſeription of the Saints plori. 
fied in Heaven, though itbee true of them, but 


hee fpeakes heere of the fervants of God y 
Earth, for inthe e7ſe following it is ſaid, They 
are ſuch as ſerve Godduy and wight in the Temple, 
whictvin Heaven men'arenor ſaid' to doe; there 
isno Templetherero-ferve Godin; but it is ment 
oftheſcrvantsof God in earth, defcribed as you 

Theſe two particulars yeeld two doQrines. 

 Thetribulatzons of God's people ave ſometimes great 
and dcepe; but alwayes ſafe and paſſable, 

Great and deepe, great and decpe tribulations, 


 foreafflictions they were exerciſed with, but e- 


| God with the 


veachenſafeand' paſſable. Theſe are they thar 
are come out oftheir great tribulations, they are 
preſerved'in them, and ſafely dclivercd ont of 
them; and now they ryumphin the Church of 
preſence df the Lamb of God, and 
fing Pſalmes to his praiſe, Te was the carneſt ſup- 
plication of Chriſt our Saviourto his Father, Mar, 
235.2 9. #f 14 be poſſible let this euppe paſſe from mee, 
his earneſt was that the great tribulation he 
was then entering upon, which cauſed him to 
ſweate clodsof water and blood, and made him 
cry out, 'Gedhad forſaken him, hee defires that it 
miphebea paſſable rribnlation, thar hee might 
nor bee ſwallowed up of it, nor over-whelmed 
by it, and hee was heardin the thing which hee 
ed fof, Hebr.5.7. ſoas thatthis great tribu- 

, prear which neverany creature ſuf- 


fered, t is cuppe paſſed from him, it did \noro- 
ver-whelme 


$04 


with Chriſt 


the cuppe given to. Baby- 
lon did, theiraffiiftion did ſooycr-whelme them 
that” they were the worſe for it ever aficr ; bur 
Gods peoples afflition is paſſing great, and, many 
(for ſo the word fignifies, Pſal.34. 19.) are the 
tronbles of the righteous, bur the Lord dcliyers 
them out of themall, bethey, neyer ſo.many and 
great, yet the Lord delivers them out of them all, 
they arc all of them ſafe inthe bottomeand inthe 
flac, and all of them paſſable, ?/al. $0.2. Hee 
brought me out.of the hoxrible pit, ont he horrible 
Pit of the grave” and. bell, out of the micry_ clay, 
where hecould finde no bottome, and ſet tim wpon a 
rocke, and then hee found a bottome, chough 
there was no bottome at the firſt to be. found to 
His fecling, yer hee found ſafety injtand 2 good 
Me our oft: P[al,71. 20, Thou which ba# ſhew.- 
ed me great ard ſerc troubles ſhalt. quicken me agaive, 
ad ſhalt bring me azaine from the depths of the 
Earth:Suppaſe a man were fallen nto-deepe:affi- 
"tions, and lay under great andiore 65, YET 
thou wilt revive mee, and lift meupiromibence, 
this God will doe, though the Apoſile ſome- 
times ſay wce are jo Celpairc ,. | bee was \trov- 
bled ovt of weaſiire, and had reecived the fen- 
tence of dcath in it ſelfe, but hee hath delive- 
"red us. from fo grcat a,drath, there is great tri- 
bulation, and. thaz: Þriogs greatdeatbs, apd great 
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,  fearcofdeath, which put himto great paine and 
anguiſh, and yet gut of this the Lord dclivered 
"I S++::212 1 ; eh 


You have ſome famous examples in Scrip-ure 

tharſtand as guides in the way, to give light to 

them thar paſſe by, what great affli tions Gods 

e ſcrvatits havebeenein, and yet preſerved inthem 

_ andddliveredom of them: Daniel inthe Lyons 

denne, the three children in Nebuchadnez zars 

fiery furnace, D4z.3.6, Famous is the ſtory of 

Topah in. the whales belly ; ſuch examples as 

theſe, ftand as Morivments of this truth, the {e 

are they which come out of great tribulations : 

Thus 10246 and Daniel and others like unto them 

that have beenc in great and. ſore Fer when 

inthe gates of death, and the waves have over- 

whelmed them in the gulph of deftrvRion:. yer 

God hath called them from thence, and lifrthem 

upand delivercd them.. The Agyprien darke- 

neſſe which Gods people fuffered- in the houſe 

. of bondage : The. Babylonian captivity in which 

the people of God were atypeof that great cap- 

tivity, parly of {inne, which Gods people arc 

Cabjba ro be drawne too,and partly of bondage, 

*whichrhe Church of God under Antichriſt were 

likelyro endure, rhey both exprefſe what the 

Church of God felt; now from all theſe it plea- 

Ted'Godtoredeeme them, and put ſongs of fal- 

.,  . "vation intotheir mouthes, and Palmes of vifto- 
ries into their hands, 

Reaſon 1,  Reaf.n.From the fellowſhip which Gods people 

_ "haye with Chriſt Jeſus in his death and refur- 


rection, 
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retion, thatis the firſtand principal ground,and 


God, if hee die and riſc againe from the! dead, ;all 
his people ſhall have a time at one time'or an9- 
ther 10 bring them as low as the grave, ;and yet 
our! of che; grave ſhall they riſe againe; for the 
death and reſurrection of , Chriſt is a pledge of a 
three-fold death and reſurretion in us. 

.*Firft, in that wee are dead in finne, - wee ſhall 
riſe from that. | 

'. \Secondly, though dead to thegrave, yerwee 
ſhall alſo riſe from thence. 

»- Thirdly, dead in afflitions,. yet wee ſhall riſe 
out afthem all, none of all thoſe evils chat Gods 
people are ſubjeR too, be it ſinne or the grave or 
affliction, and what cver. elſe; by the death of 
Chriſt wee die to all theſe, and by his reſurrei- 
on, wecrilc againe out of them all 3 there is no 
evill. wee can fall-into, but hee that. raiſed up 
Chriſt from the dead ſhall alſo quicken us, from 
finne, the grave, hell, and from all aflitions : 
Timothy was a yong Souldicr of Ieſus Chriſt, and 
Paul that was more beaten to that warfare, when 
heeencourages him to ſuffer as a-good Souldier, 
hee bids him remember thar Jeſus Chrift,' was 14- 
ſen from the dead, 2 Timothy 2.3,8, Doyouthinke 
itis likely chat ſuch a great and eminent ſeryant of 
God; as Timerhy was, ſhould forget that Chriſt 
was riſcn againe ; why trucly wee doe forger. it, 
_ 2s often as wee are diſcouraged with afflictions, 
but therefore that hee might incourage Chriſti- 


ans to looke at all aflifions as dead marter, as 
F  alrea- 


ofeco-ſhall yoo readear, Col, 2,10; Wee are diad 
«ariſen with Chriſp.i! If leſus Chriſt the: Lamb. of 


— 


od CA tony 


pres crucified, lookewee at I" tribulations, 
\and doe but romers ber tha Chriſtwas dead and 
"\s riſen apaine)'and it 'will bee"n'ground for ovr 
[Packs whe ever weeeomeints aMiiQion, 

"Reaſon. 2/ That'( which flowes from hence ) 
andi iris taken fromthatgreat redemption, which 
the Lerd lefus by his dearh and refurreaion harh 
avrought for us.” Wet” have tellowſhip with 
him in his death and reſarretion,and from hence 
comes plentions redemption; Pſa.130.7,5. fo that 
if there be plentious Redemption in Chriſt, then 
rhough our ttibulations be great and plentiful 
and deepe,yct withthe Lord's plentious redemp- 
tion. Davidcomforted himſelfe with it, when 
hee wasindeepe affliction, verſ.1,” Ont of they 

drepe'T'rrved. * Deepe afflition, and deepe tribu- 
lations,-but totribulationſo deepe, bur there is 
redemption asdcepe and more p entifull, Zach. 
9.17. By the blood of thy covenant, I have ſent forth 
ty projoners out -of the pit in which was no water, 
afid 'hee means 'the Babylonian captivity, no 
comfortin it, but by the plentious redemption 
purchaſed by the bloodof Chriſ, but therefore 
wee havecomfort. | 

."\Rea'y, Takenfrom out Baptiſmre, which God 
would haveall Chriſtians well acquainted with, 
i wasthefirftordinance wee werecalled unto un- 
derthefellowſhipofthe'Church, andtharxvhick 
bvee had needers live by all our dayes ; for the 
waterdoth not enicly type the blood of Chriſt, 
co'Wwaſh away the guilt of finae, nor only the ſpi- 
rid of grace me away the ſtaine of finae, bur 


” 
'4 


water in bapdſnedions likewiſe Govre: robs all 
choſe affliftions wherewith' wee ſhall nor onely' 
bee ſprinkled! asfome are, but ſornetimes dren- 
ched anddowſed all over, as was the vid manner 
of baprizing ; this is that wee doe carer into tn 
ourfirſt folemne Covenine, thar wee openly make 
with God inthe tace of-the Congregation; our 
Fathers made a covenant before ns, bur: this was 
the'firſt on our you thar wee are dipped into 
water, and yet rilc againe out-of it, never-a whit 
the worſe, bar better,” 'Onr Saviour' cals Buptiſ? 
me; of fittion,Alat.2 0.22,23. youendure 
to be ſo drenched inthelaver of Gods hs : 
ſhall be ; they ſaythey are able; but they 
they knew not xa og; bur hee arifweres®, LH Te 
indeed be b4priJed, that is ſprinkled, arid he ſeales 
it,” with 4 verily; verily, an Amer, that' as 
ſure as you bave beene baptized into rhe Fami} 
. ofthe Lord Jeſus, and your conſciences ſprinkes 
led with he" blood of the Lamb, and the water of 
the Holy Ghoſtz ſo ſure ſhall you bee! drenched 
anddipped in” afffi#:99, when 3s the Apoſtle 
Peter had ſpokenof the deluge of water in' Noahs 
timc, when bur eight Perſons wereſived, 2 Pre: 
320,27. Hee'would figute''3ept#/me thereby 
that looke as the-fame water thar drowned he | 
world, yetlifiedupthe people of God that were: 
inthe Larkes' truely, [bir is in this caſe, af fic et 
iavs anſwer our j he ſame affli oe _ 
over-whelmerhe whole Earth,' 
that arcin Gods Lavrke: Altthoſe have 
yo in the Covenantof Gods grace and'peac 

| F 2 


wed 


36 The Saintsdeliveranceout of Tribulations, 
the waters of affliction 'doe bur life them up 
higher, farte- above the higheſt mounraines. of 
the Earth. - And it Thewes us; - that | wee: ſhall 
bee lift up-out of all-rheſe ſprinklings and af- 
fictions. wherewith God hath drenched us to 
the skinne, and.wee ſhall -finde a bottome. and 
a deliverance in dnetime... 

Rea. 4. Taken from that which flowes from 
all chis; for God- having given- us fellowſhip 
with Chriſtin ſuffering, and; wrought redempe 
tion for us thereby, and ſealed-up unto. us aſ- 

 ſurance of preſcrvation-in affiii0n and delive- 
raxce out of them in our- Baptiſone z it- is meete 
that hee. that promiſed this, ſhould bee preſear 
with his ſ@vantsto make all this good tothem. 
This reaſon is taken fromthe preſenceof God with 
us in-all ourafflitions;. ſo you reade, Eſa. 43. 
2.; When thou paſſetthrouzh the water, I will bee 
with thee,. and in the fire,8&c. which was expre(- 
ly verified in the three children in the farvaces, 
Bebold, I ſee foure, and one of them like the SouneL/ 
ofGod, 'Dan.3.24,25. Hee was the fourth that 
was there preſent with them. And this is that 
you reade,. Exod,3.3. The buſh burmwne and not 
con expreſſed-the "eftare of the Church 
of God at that time, which was all of a light 
fire, they were ſcorched ,with fore afflitions, 
bur-not conſumed, brranſe tHe: xd pgell of the 
Copenant,o the. Lord Ieſus:Chriſt,: (verc7.) was 
ww the wa : Sothar hence'it is that the ſervants of 
kg phnd ſome kind of {upportatice under their 
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_ +ſe1. Itis to prevent the diſcouragements Yſe Is 


of Gods ſervants: in time of atfu tion; and to 
£11, our;þearts with: faich / and- patience in- our 
worſt times, in the greateſt evils" and foreſts af+ 
fliftions rhat can befall vs; inthe midſt of them 
all, fill, your hearts with Faithand Patience and 
conſolation: No difirefle fo grievous but may 
befall the-beſt of Gods ſervants; and: yet 'no 
great danger, for there is a rocke' in" the 'bot= 
rome, upon which wee ſhall iftand,- and there 


will bce ſafe paſſage out of it, '7how that ha#t 


ſhewed me great and ſore troubles, thos wilt revive_ 
me and lift me up from the depths of the Earth - 
His Faith aſſured him God had led him into 
the one, and he would alſo leade him into the 
other, - Sec how hee ſtayes his heart by a live- 
ly Faith, |P/al. 23.4: Though I walke in the valley 
of the ſhadow. of death, I will feare no evill, be- 
cauſe the preſence of God # there, thy red doth 
comfort me; God puts ſome ſtaffe of former ex- 
perience into our hands whereby hee comforts 
us. This is that which Paw cxprefled of him- 
{clfe in his worſt houres, 2 Cor. 1.9, 10. When 
hee. had ſpoken of :his troubles beyond mea- 
ſure, ſaics hee: AN thi is that wee might" no 
truſt in the fleſh, but in the kving Gody whohath 
and doth and will delivcr ws : fo. that afflitions 
are to draw from- us. Faith: and patience, it is 
a-paint' -Chriſtians are roo! much ignorant of, 


when they eome. into: afflitions they rhinke no: 
man- is ſo afflicted as they: are; and fomerimes 
thereupon call in queſtion, whether they» bee” 


F 3 Chriſti- 
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"Chriſtians or no ; Iwould only ſay to ſuch fouls, 


whether were you baprized orno, and if fo, was 
it not; into.-the death -of Chriſt, and were you 
drowned whea you were? baptized, were you 
not rather lifted up; did you not then covenant 
with God, that whatſocver affiiQtions you wra- 
filed withandwere drenchedin; that you would 
not leoke atthem as any ftrahge'marrer; the firſt 
day'youcameinto:the Church you were bapti- 
zed, and -God made account you ſhould leoke 
for afflition. from that day forward, and ifthey 
be many and great ahd fore” exercifes, the grea- 
tex and yourtroubles' be, the deeper you 
drinke of Chriſts cup, rhe more {weere will it bee 
inthe bottome; there is'{amething in the bor- 
tome will countcr-vaile all ; you will finde the 
blood of Chriſt in. the-bottome,' and the Spirie 
of grace, and the. preſence of God there, and if 
you be dragged todcep2and fore exerciſes, yet 
comfort your ſelves in this, Theſe are they which 
comt out of exeat tribulations,and that will be great 
grace to You. A 

Cemc we now toſpcake of Gods peoples pro- 
fiting under affli tions, They heveneflalyiey robes 
and made them whate« | p) 

The. people of -God that have come off well outof 
great tribulations have waſhedtheir rebes,andmade_ 
them mhite with the blood ofthe Lambe. - 

le is plaine| inthe: Text 5: they tryumph with 
Palmet mibeir hands, whichis' firſt, an evſigne of 
wvitery;:and alſo the Palmetree, the more ir is 
preſſed downe with weight; the more it growes; 


now 
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Pow theſe thar come off glotiouſly out of great tyie 
balations,ſce how they Triumph, jand ſce;how it 
fares with them, 047.34» The Angels of God ſea- 
led them that they micht have no hurt, and they 
comeoff alſo. with glory and 'renowne- and vis 
Qoryps > /iny, A Pebets 4 

Robes | you ſay, were not many of them poore 

men, poorc creatures, that lived intimcsof dark- 

nefle; inthe daies of Popery, and many of them 
exerciſed with deepe! tribulations z, poore men; 
yes, yet they were adorned with r0bes3 had it nor 

' beence'enough to ſay, waſhed their garments ; what 

muſt poore men Þe {cr--up with robes ?. Yer robes 
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they have, and whiterobes, and they waſhed in the 


blood of the Lambe : So that it ſhewes youthatthe 
ſervants of God thatcome wel out of tribulations, 
they ger more royal! ſpirits then ever before ; tar 
robeshecome royall Perſons and Princes z when 
vobes in good carncft arc put upon any, they pur 
upon thein princely Majeſty, - a ſpirit of glory 
androyaltyis put upon them; hee- carries him- 
felfe no more like a baſe driidge of-chis world, 
hee is able to over-wraſtle all tribulations and af. 
Aidtions ot this world, ' and all the remprations, 
all the profits and pleaſures thereof, hee: lookes 
.arthem as choſe things that are but; huskes, fic 
-matrer tor carthly minded menta ſeeker tor 5 but 
for his 'owne parts hee goes-0n, as Þccomes 2 
Prince : And thefe endowments:of 4mans mind 
they arethe apparrell of bis ſoule, when. & man 


hath many royall indowmentsputuponhim,thcy 
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-Burwhya » ſe called whiterobes ? I cannot 
better expound - them they the Lord himſclfe 
doth, Revel.t9.8. it was givento the Spouſe of 
Chriſt to be cloathed with white linnen, pure” 
and cleane,” which © the rizhteouſnefe of the Saints, 
ſo that theſe white robes are the righteouſnelſe of the— 
Saints, the endowments of holinefle and: rightc- 
ouſnefſe which God puts upon them, and upon 
every Spouſcof his, every poore ſoule that hce 
hath-bin' pleaſed through his grggeto deliver out 
of deepe tribulations. 

Rizhteouſneſſe, both imputed from Chriſt rous, 
All that his perfect obedience and patience and righ- 


| Feouſneſſe aſcribed to us is made ours, 1Cor.1.30. 


And righteouſneſſe of ſantification.,, not: onely 
Chriſtsrighteouſneſſe imputed, bur rhe Spirit of 
graceworkes inherent righteouſneſle inus; Faith 


 'and Patience, and Hwmility and Zeale, and what- 


ever'grace accompanies Salvation; theſe be the 
royall robes of Righteouſneſie God cloaths his ſer- 
-vants with, when they come out of afflitio 

Why ate they ſaid to be white robes ? 

Firſt, what is itro waſh their robes ? 

This word waſhing, ſignifics tribulation like 
water ; tribulations are like mire and water mixcd 
together, in which the people of God are afraid 
they !ſhall finke downe, and never can recover, 
untillrchey beginne to finde there isthe blood of 

hriſtin that water, and finding the power of it, 
their garments that were beſmeared with afflici- 
ons,are ſo ſcoured andruBbed off from their own 
righteouſneſſe , as that they are glad to depend 

who- 


ww 
a —_ , _= --. 
< ME 2n.—2o 
» o 2 
: , 
F 3 


doth the garments of Chriſts imputed righteoul- 
nefle, ſtand in need of waſbing, ſave onely the 
further aſſurance and light of irz but the garments 
of our Sancification,. the beſt whereof is like fl- 
thy raggs, andmeniiruous cloathes, Eſa. 64.6, fo 
beſpotted and beſmearcd with much filthineſſe; 
Fath mixcd with much doubting; Patience with 
much #»quiezneſſe ; Humility with we eu 


with coldneſſe ; Love with much hollowneſſe; yea, 
qur trueſt Sz#cerizy Ren much, Hypecriſie : Soas, 
tharGods people looking, at their, owne-righte- 
__ ouſneſle, = aſhamed of their beſt gitrs, w_ 
beſt performances; ſo-.that this waſhing is a 
cleanſing our this filthinefſe and worldlineſſe 2nd 
unſavourineſle, that is found in.ous, beſt righte- 
ouſneſſe, the ſpots: hatwere before found in our 
es are now waſhed, and now.wee can be pa- 
tient and-fairhfull, and 'our doubtingsare gone; 
whereas love of God and ofthe world were mixs - 
ed together before ; now. love to: the. world is 
gone. Humility hath gotten victory over Pride_; 
every. grace is waſhed by the things wee ſuffers 
andthis mire is turred into ſope, whereby our 
corruptions'and luſts are waſhed away,. but. yer 
there will bee ſome ſpots that neede ſcouring 
of, and therefore hee ſaith, They made: them 
white, You may have ſuch waſhing and rub- 
bing as gets. our the filth and mire, and. yer.noe 
bee comely, bur if regether with. waſhing they 
become white , thar is perfeRt and cleane waſh- 


--—- er oa. 


's 


wholy on the righteouſncſſe of Chriſt: neither © 
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Now they arc made white, what isthat ? 
Whiteimphes three things. 

- Firſt, Parity, they are made pre and cleane, 
#ccording tothar in Rev.1g.8.cleane and white are 
_ pmtrogerher, To purely waſhed'and ſcoured , that 
now he ſhines white, & bright,cleerly white,full of 
purity and brightnes,fo as that now theres ſome 
kind ofpnteſemblanceand hiſtore intheir(graces) 
their garments, not anely foule ſpots and greater 
defilementsrubbed out, dur Tikewiſe the praces 
of God are ſpletdanr arid bright arid cleare with- 
ont thar mixture and drofſe that ſometimes lay 
upon them; Faith'is pure and cleane from doub- 
fangs Loveis fervent and ſhining ; Knowledge 
wiſedomeisclearc and bright z Patience and 
meekeneſſe now ſuch as becomes and adornes 
the Gofpell of Chriſt, fo as they 'zdome vs, 
and wee by them adorne our profeſſion; this is 
toweſh and make them” whrte ; our graces, not 
fuch aswee and our Brethrenate aſhamed roown, 

but fuch'as both they and we rejoyce in. | 
dly, this brightneſſe or whireneſle of 
garments doth not oncly fhew you their purity 
and cleanenefſc, but it Tikewiſe ſhewes their glo- 
fy andtheirexceflency: - when Chriſt was tran{- 
his v4yment was white and bright ( Matth. 
17:2.) fo #s nocolour uponearth was likeunto it, 
ir did fer forth the glory of Chriſt, and fo all fach 
Chriftians as are thus waſhed and whitened, a ſpirit 
ofglory, andef God reſteth vponthem, 1 Fer 4. 
4.t0 as they now can ylory tn tribulations, Row.5 (2, 
3.. Theyare now made more like tothe _ 
light, 


- Thirdly, White garments expreſſe comeiſnee 
of i pirit,- joyfullneſſe of ſpirit: When” Salomon 
would exhort a godly. man, whoſe works are ac- 

of God to at [1 walking with God, 
Eccleſ.g.8. hee ſaith, 1&'\thy garments be alwaies 
white, implying thar' a Chriſtian ſpirit, that hath 
wn te uſe of hisaMiRions; ' hee hath not 
him-2 royall/ ſpirit, bar hath wa- 
dim | tdinesomer his vey heart, and now 
his graces are morepure;and more glorions, and 
anorc: comfortable, his ſpine more cleare and 

cheerefull, 7.1" 
» In rhe blood of the Babe thide win the ſuffe- 
-ringsof Chriſt Ieſus, when wee nve made uſcof 
the ſufferingsof Chriſt to redeemeus our of thoſe 
affliictions, the very fame blood of Chriſt thar 
pardoneth our ſinne in aMiQion; doth alſo healc 
'Þstherein,- and doth alſo trimme up the ſpiric to 
an holy purity and pn_Es ofe God and 
mad. HSE Sf VE 2 HITS 34 078 Le VID 

+ 1 Afidthisis called the blovid of phe Zumbe Olrit 
intcatiadi ©; becauſe his is ##wocext; 1 Perer 
119. ahdipatient, Eſa.53.7. ' becauſe he bl6gd 
is the blood.af an innocent and mecke and-patic 
. Ehrift, whence irgomes to pafſe thar ſuch 25arc 


«retiched and waſhedit his blood; "fiſe 6ht of af- 
'm ra 
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fictions, notonel 
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? lighr, that rejoyeeinthe proſence of £ God con- "Yes? 
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+ Fifthly, Aff ttions. ſet-patience aworke, theſe 


- - Thiscomes from hence,-itis fromthe power- 
full <fficacy of all blefled and ſanRiified 
afflitions;, and their efficacy is to ſet all 
thegraces of God a worke, and all the duty of 
Religion aworke, and: by which the blood of 
Chnſtis applyed tg ourſoules, and that: purifics 
and glorifics a Chriſtian, 

\; Sect in particular. Firſt, San7ified afflicte- 
ons have ever this-worke, they firſt, bumble the 
ſouleofaman'betore God, Levit.26.4t.''; 1f your 
wacircamciſed brarts be humbled; hee will then deli- 


ver you ut of your affis{tions;xhis is the nature of all 


ſanQified, affliction, it. workes Humility : And 


God gives grace tothe humble, 1 Pet.5 5 
» Secondly; Affiiens ſet. aworke confeſſion of ſin, 
Ltv.26,40,Now-what will confeſſon_bring_ 2 It 


will likewiſe bring us grace,, 1 Jobm:r. 90 it will 
bring us 10: </egnſing from all, wnrightcouſutſie, it 


drives us to cxaminations and humble icontefion 


kk beſprinkles us wihrhe blood of Chriſt, and fo 
 wearecleanſed from all our unrighteouſneſle, 


Thirdly,They ſer Faith 4 worke;, afflitions:ave 


-called. therryals vfour Faith; Tames 1:31 PEr5. 
fothey-purtus upon conſideration, whence. they 


comc,..and to.whar end rhey come, :and Faith pu'- 


: rifies the heart y.1..4 iis : 59:Eph42:17. 100195115 


» Fourblys Affittions: quicken the heart of « 


"Chriſtian toprayer, Zach 13:9!) Thty fhall:tall upon 
me; and. 1, will. heave them; They carne a man 


-who.was never, acquainted with-prayer 


tryals 
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aryals bring foorth paticnce, Rom, 5.3,4. and pu- 
Leh it but have its perfec# worke, /andir will 
- make you cntire , wanting' nothing , |. James 
= 7 98 $1 
.-. Syxchly, Aff ttons worke ebedzence Forthey pu- 
.rife from. finnc, and; trainc -us upto bring footch 
the peaceable and quiet fruits of 'Righreoufneflt, 
Eſa.17 9+ Hebr, 1211, So as now wee grow 
.moreawctfull in our walkingsbefore+ God ; the 
- fiofull failings that were wontto bee found in our 
; obedicnceare now-taken awayo ! - 05 100 09! 
And righteous duticsare now performed wich 
much quietneſle and-cvenneſſe; before wee had 
R mychaves to-pray,butſanctified afflitions helpe 
F 1S4' + 277 + <R1:&1 3 $i 6.1 LY 
Iris 1,an Uſe of Tryal,that any of us may make 
of our owne;afflitions; how many of you have 
:becne ,,exctciſed;, with great afflitions3- ſome 
{through anguiſh of conſcience; ſome wirh deepe 
andlorefickenefle, ſome in- body; ſome'in- ſpi- 
.#y ſome incltatc; wee may molt of us fay, O 
-Lord, thau haſt ſhewedus grearand ſore tronbles 
.andycrifamanſhould now comeand aske mee, 
:whoare-theſe 2. We may ſay; Thefeavethey who 
have come vrit:af great trivul ations withina while, 
now. God forbid ; but would:you-know'whe- 
ther wee are come-fairely-off from[aMidtions or 
.no,.that. wee bee not bemired 3othar-rhe filth of 
,Our fiancsſticke nor ſtilbabour us, that you may 
Ccarty Palmes. in your hayds, while 6%: 4; and 
gary .them-to;:Heayenwithyou when you dye : 
Why youſhull-knoy-it'by: this: :.4F God have 
apes "Mx 4 * broughe 


—— 
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| brought you our'of great 359/bs/ations; well, hee 
' hathraken yourold garments/from you, ard hath 
patupon.youreb:s whatever you were before : If 

' you were topull a child out of mire, one of your 
' firſt workes would beeroput other cloarthes upon 
him,God:datiyſo to hisfervants,and the mire hee 

_  tiiraes into fopc;.and makes jt cleanſe vs: What- 
.ever frameof ſpirit you brought inro aMiion, ic 

- will become. n [Robe when you come out of it. 
Confiderthercfore-whar fpiritthouhaſtnow, or 
thou not able to; oversIaoke” the world; and all 
-rhe comforts of it, norto fotbeare the purſute of 
fora minuteofari houre, why then they are fill 
.deceirfull rreaſures, therefore now gather up a 
pirit of an higher ranke, rhou thoughteſt be- 
fore that the things of this life were grear and 
glorious things | but when the queſtion was, 
whether you were a live or'a dead min ; what 
fouhd-youto bee:the anſiver: It you thef found 
the world to bee: but unprofitable Nuffe, when 
Gods wrath lycs upon -your ſoulez and have 
-you now'a' more royall ſpirit ard -'#rt able-to 
.over-Igoke all the -world, and” eanft' deſpife 
thine 'owne. worldlinefſe and covetouſndle 'and 
all the-finnefull diftempers of thy ſonle, and 
art-able-to overcome thy 1elfe 'and' children 
-and yoakeefellow, or wharever it'be, then thou 
ſhalt carry-a.Palme for anehſigne of victory in thy 
hand; burifinthis caſe with the young man you 
goc awdy-ſorrowfull, you will have dirty robes 
oo you; And forther if thou commeſt 
faire off, rhou wilc finde thy ſpors taken my 
$835 | what 
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blood of Chriſt will make thee white, thou wile 
' bre adorned with pure and'precious graces, with 
love and Zeal, 8c, and put ''you 'into' ſuch a 
frame of grace, as will make yoor”heartscom- 
fortablez ſanRified aflictions will make your 
ſpirits morecheerefull in a Chriftian courſe, arid: 
make you bring moregloryts God. 3tr >t -- 
To-exhor youall inthe feare'of God ro ſee 
whar God requires of you;if God have delivered 
u ont of afflition, 'you muſt now'walke'ns 
omes Kings and Princes ' before God; fooke 
aafflitions asthey bee, rhar rhey are as ſope and 
nixtreto waſh you, and knowrhat 'byaffliftion you 
have aroyall ſpirit of grace and glory ' pm: upory 
you: Now therefore ſuffer nota to! 
foundin any part of thy converſation before 
God or man, and now walke on with more 
cheerefalliefſe rand freedome' of heart in holy 
- dutics then (ever before; and wah rhy Toule in 
the bleod ofthe irmocent 'L ambe; and bee pitiem 
and meeke for God under any” affliftion: Leer 
us be like Loxhs,domb under thems ard nor ſo 
much as open oor mouthes; bur if wee bee as 
oud ascver, as wrathfull and paſſionate as/ever 
ez; now then how poorely arc 'wee come 
our-of great tribulations. Therefore T ctiarge 
youinthe Name of the Lord Jeſus, as ever you 
looke 10 figde comfort in a day of vribularion, 


ſuffer 


Iharontr piidecr Hypocriſic,/ cnculy afeRions; | 
warhfull-ſpceches, ir isthe rimave of aflitign, 
it waſhes them" cleane our, fo a5 they (hall bee 
but lict]e to "what they were before; and this 
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ſuffer not your ſelves to be beſpotted, but a- 


PETE paſſions and diſtempers thar before 


edyon, and: walke \fo: as/the-name-of GoJ, 

and his Goſpell may bce better ſpoken off by 
OU, 

; ſr is aground of comfort to all Gods poore ſer. 
yants, againſt their greateſt #7b#ulations, we know 
not what-troubles and afflictions may come, all 
of usmay beeſure ro meete with i tribulations in 
one. kindegr other, lÞng it will not bee till wee 
ſee a change, 'but bee-not troubled /at it, if they 


_ doecomie,. beenot-diſmaicd at them, what ever 


mayor can befallrhee ;-know it is, but ſo much 
{ape to. cleanſe theegand to make thee whize, they 
are but to waſb-thee from-thy filthineſſe, and to 
make thy ſpiritmore comfortable; and the frame 
of thy carriage more. glorious before God and 
manz and therefore feare not'the evils that may 
befall; thee in regard of thy Chriſtian courſe, they 
will bting thee to ſuch a comfonable frame that 
Miniſtets -may ſtand and ſay, - who are theſe; 
Some take theſe Elders to bee Miniſters, but I 
take them to be (as inChapter 4.) common Chri- 
tians,: and Toby is. the Miniſter that reveales this 
to the Church: of God : For many times it ſo 
fals out that a Miniſter in a Congregation doth nor 
knowthe good that. afflitions have wrought in 
and amongſt ſundry of Gods people :  Tharif a 

ighbour- ſhould come and aske a Miniſter, 
whatthinke you of ſuch or ſuch anone, ir may be 
that he cannotrell, they have beene #iz great tri- 
bulations; but what.good is come of it I know not 
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- bur if they bee come our well, ſoasthat they are 
made whyte, this is matrer of fingular. comfort, 

th to- Miniſters and Neighbours, and eyery 
min ſtands and wonders that afflitions by the 
mighty power of Gods grace, ſhould meete with 
facha wonderfull! workcas this is, to make ſuch 
- asbeforewere ſtained and polluted and unſavou- 

ry are now made white and pure and clcane and 
_ glorious and gracious; and this is matter of joy 

andrejoycing both to Miniſters and people, and 
therctore 1n thiscomfort your ſelves. Onely in 
this be carcfull with holy wiſedome in maki 
ſuch a precious uſe of affliftions, yeeld.your ſelves 
and brethren and fiſters and Miniſters, that com- 
fort who ſhall enquire of yau,. or bee enquired of 
- conczrning you, that you may have came ſo pure 
and cleane out of afflitions, that youand they, 

and all that ever may know and heare 0 

you may for cvcr rejoyce in this 
Mercy and Goodneſle of 
God to you. 
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Exar 17,part ofehis '4ct with he 5.0, 
Who wouldſcs the bryers, and wredvbgrbrs? 3d 

- tpbatel,d Would goetbroughthem, 1 would 
- | burnethem' together. 

Or let bimrake bolt of my ft wy ſtr 
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©2538 Hele words EN \ hea- 
= 2 venly, Song IE 40 

IJ ett in then name of cLord, 

$. cxhortcd the people of God 
D to ſing untothe Cl otTat what 

D ) time hc delivered them outof 
ITY Oar the hands of their. greateſt C- 
Ales and when hee under-todke to preſerve his 

H 2 Coen 


vor? be may 
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Gods Mercy manifeſtin bis Te 


 Chinch which heecals his vineyard, vey. 2, 3. 
y of: jx- plight, nd: day lea(t' ay 
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v1 =. 4 
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"thine+ſhoul (bog - becauſe 2 vineyard of red 


( wt ieteb beftwine; Prov.2 3.) becaule 
Sd Mer ay Obit of God, among the beſt 


grapes, a f ſpirit, becauſe a- 
mong the £1 un = y FER: and (ſuch 
as under fare of the 


clran 'oſtgre Dpmiſce 
oracoand er wt they turne ws 4 Po F looks 
the Law, Denut.20.10. to13. If they went to 
5 ks, gs any-people,” they ſhould-firſt 
DOR, ame.courſc and 

hefine"worke'in this place, r.He 

in a as nc of red-wingzto-all the ill membei s 
als $,.Churchy. 2. wi# burne them together; aſarc 
ced withthe -< ee of their owne'refolutions. 
But Mee Oueaens what he will doe. in caſethey 
oF ac they thinke not ood to! try jt" out 

Sartel! "ie mee, Ss ir will bec 


rch bh L Cy = 
73 » tharvYce bob ba aol 

therefore what hee, novo i his people in 

e » TR they, ftrike;.fo 

No h IA 

kegre lay fiepe roall thecewlt members 

ET, ivobs tl Seb 'unto..the hardeſt and 

MhRo ſpits motinred' fi Yen- 

him : So hee alſo-offers-termes 

ice for themylet them then take hold 


"my ſtren hk RIFE, it bee a ſafer courſe for 
46 w make peace vith me, and he ſhall bes 
ea bs even'then' "when hee, gives, them moſt 
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teh Die threarnings;/ arkow hee alſo” "offers them 
" gr. cioustermes of Peace, Of! 16139 
In the words themfelyesobſerye "_ eſtate of. \ 
Levill *\men-in the Church of God,/*eyen' iathe 
 wine-yard of | red wine, in Churches of pittreft 
Gnprs; amongrthemthere bee fuch/as are evil. 

ndchey are called brat and thoynes, who will 
fer them ia: battell againſt me? "Which though 
ome underſtand of vices, yet I chooſe rather 
With them ,: thatthinke irs meant" of vicious ahd 
cyill perſons, For God proclaimcs watre,” not {0 
anuch againſt vicesas againſt perſons, Therfore 
this is the eſtate and frame of evill-men' in the 
Church, nhey are as briers and thornes. | 

C%3 "i Obſerve heere the danger" of fuch 
mens eſtates, when they doe riſcup againſt God, 
and ſ& themſ-lves azainſt him'in; batrell, will 
they ſetrhtin(elves, or ſerone another? whowill 
undertake it, let meſecthem face'to face, what 
will betheir danger? 1 will march throush them} 
(as\itis inthe Originally hee will nor hinder h's 
' Worke, notwithſtanding all their oppoſition, he 

will goe through them, ang further his" nap ay | 
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worke. | ) | 
Thirdly;;obſerve a redreſſe or wratilyi ro ſi ach; 
7 i ſuch a dangerous eſtate, or-an offer-of mercy 
th ſuch, who diſcerning{themſclves ro boe' 
uch.a dangerous cſtate,..dor thinke it ket — 


forthem to rakea wiſer and bettercourſe,to-come- 
into G O D, and to yeeld toihim, "x0 take" 
hold of Gods eoagth, and robe /at peace with" 


him, . 


ol : 33" il 


DotFrine 1, 


SB t.. ir_d 


" Framcheſe words wee may obſerve three (e- 
yerall notes. 
Ewvill men are 4s bryers and thornes. 
For of theſe hee ſpeakes in this vinc-yard of red 
wine z 2s inavise-14rd,unlefſe much heed bee ta- 
ken, there will bee bryers and thornes ſpringing in 
it: Sowillchere bee inthe: Church of Gad, e- 
vill menwillgrow up in the Church, in a Vine- 
ard of red Wine, and God cſteemes them as 
CS eboewes, the children of Belial, Da- 
vid then when hee tiles himſelfe, the fweere_ 
finger of Iſradl, leaſtyouſhonld thinke he was in 
ſome poorc frame of ſpirit imbittered againſt 
ſuch perſons, yet it wasinhis old-age, when his 
heart was moſt from all diftemper and paſ- 
fion, andgives ſpeciall charge concerning good 
overnment ; and alſo cals to minde that taith- 
full and gracious covenant which God hath made 
with bim and- his houſe, notwithſtanding his 
owne and his childrens unworthy walkings, yet 
2 $4m23,6,7, hee ſaith, The ſonnes of Beliall 
ſhall be all of them as thornes thru#t away, becauſe 


they cannat be taken with hands, but the man that 
ſhall touch them muſt be fenced with yron, &c. fo 
Iſa.g.18. Wickednefie burneth as a fire, it ſhall 
devoure the bryers andthornes,8&c. The ſameper- 
ſons, meaning} the wicked themſelves. And in 
EX 26: Thourh thou beeft with bryers and thorns 
#d dwelleſt amony Serpents, yet be not diſmaied 
norafraid: Sothat theſeare the ftyles which in 
Scripture are givea to wicked men. 
Now for 'the Reaſon. Whicrein ſtands the 
| : reſemblance 
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Ieſemblance berween bryers and thornes and: cvill 
_ wlrvhab cvs Ap. Woh 6 3 
+ ,\ Firſt, Looke as youlſee bryers and thernes were neuſan t. 
the fruitesof Gods curſe upon the ground, Geneſis aj 
' 317,18, Soitisthe curſe of God upon finnefull 
'mav-kinde, ſinnefull Parents, the ground from 
whence wee are taken, and alſo the curſe of God 6 
vponthe very Church and Common-wealth and 
Family, where ever any ſuchlive; it is the curſe 
of God upon them, that they yeeld and bring 
| footthievill men, | 
- Asyouſce iris in. Bryers andaborzes they arc of Reſon. 
af intricate and perplexing nature, 'hanging one 
withinanotker, and ſuchare wicked men who are 
knit and /joyned together in their -confederacics, 
and. petplexing 'pradtiſcs againſt -others/ with 
whom they live: Sothe Holy Ghoſt notes it of 
wicked:mcn, Pſal.3.5.to-8. 1mill wot bee afraid 
though tex thouſand ofpeople beſet themſelves round 
abantaganft me.So Eſayt.g.there isanaflociation; 
and a confedrrating themſelvesrogerher, imply- 
Ihgtharthcres a certainekindeot inrangling,and 
a drawing one within another, a folding .of them» 


lelves.rogerbers-00 pullthem afundery you tan , 3,17, 


Dot; [take mon; that: are inwrapt-and intangled 
withinill.company, you may''as-ſoone pull one 
thorne cr bryer from-another, as pullthem afun- 
_ derone fem another, indeed fornetimes, i hey 
We prefied-uniddr forme hard of God}, they will 


-promiſeto abhorre ir and to leaveit;'buras focne 
+s-everihcy ate buc unfercercd, /ard>Jetito their 
-owne length againc, rhar 'God/all@wes duc life 


and 


*- 


LF! 


_— 


' menlike themſelves. 
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re arc aine incan led one wirhin 
another, Pſal. 3.2, The Kings the Barth. od 
apdtake' coun re el, ainif the | Lond "ind 
enndymecd., rg and Sil d aſunder they 
wilknot bees elpecially if bs ariſcany octaſt- 
on.of dealing againſt Gods people, And astheir 
confederacies are ſuch; {o is rheir conveyance 


and ' wrapping”: up '6f -bufineflcs), | cloſely and 


| rongly andliccretly conveied and folded up, he 


utcereth his miſchievous defigne, fſo'they wrap 
it up, CMtc4.7.3,4.The beit of them abryer, the 


' moſt upright is ſharper then a' thorny: Feder So 


wilc is God.ia all his diſpenfarions, that when 
heecomes:to viſic ſuch bryers and thorns, it will 
bee-when their finnes are perplexed: and folded 
together, the day'of their perplexity ſhall come 
as it hee would furethem witha judgement fic for 
their. {ingcs, as they have folded and wrapt up 
thein plots againſtthe godly," foas by no-meanes 
they cancſcapethem ; to theyſhall bee folded up 
in ajudgement, ſuchas they ſhall by no meancs 
rid chetaſclves of, - but ſhall | bee intangled 
within it. - 

-1As 10-3 


75ers. and Therwes there-is indeed an 
uſcand truittullneſle,” butir is but a common uſe, 
asto ſeryefortheuſe.of Cartle, and ſo foorth ; 
forno other imployment:/Soalltheuſe, and the 
CEN that evillmen candoe, is to bee fruit- 
helpfull cobcaſts, ro worldly and finfull 


As in:Bryjers and Thorss there is a ſcarching and 
pricking 2od Ginging nare inthem ; foas who- 
3 I | X 
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F them, eſpecially if they bee to deale with rhe 
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fore behold 1 will hedge wp 
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ſhall couch them (hall bee wounded by 


ſervants of God, as the yoo Lilly —_— the 
Thorncs, Ca#t.2.2,3. The peorc people of God 
living among theſe bryers and thornes are expo- 
ſedto continual pricking and fretting and galling; 
thus theydo expreſle thewſclvs;therfore «6 Lord 
promiſes, Exzek. 28.24. that when his Church 
and people ſhall bee freed and delivered from 
their evill Neighbours, then Tirws 'and Sydon 
ſhall bee no more apricking Brye?, nor a piercing 


- Therze tothe houſe of Iſrael. 
As Bryers and Thornes, the- beſt uſe that is Reſov 5, 


commonly made of them, is bur to hedge and 
fence in: So rh $a ſo fals our, that God 
makes uſe oftheſe bryers and thornes for the be- 


- ocfit of his ſervants, ſo as that they are kept in a 


marvellous innocent frame to what elſe they 
would bee, if they were not well fenced in, bur 
lay open, they would wander and ſtraggle a- 
broad, as Cattle doc out of unfenced paſtours ; 
ly ſo is this caſe ; God doth. make ſuch: uſe 
cnef all theevill neighbours of his Church, as 
that hee doth fence in his Church with them, 


leaſt they ſhould runneawry, Hoſea 2.6.  There- 
way with thornes, 


I not finde his paths, 
tothe right hand 


f 
and make a wall that ſhee ſo 
they ſhall be galled if they tuyne afide 


' oriothe left, bur God by this means, hedges and 


hs Bei their perplexity in-chis life 
M7 , es tner PerpicKity 1N-tnis 11tes; 
you ua, 6 this likewiſe -q bee ———_—_ 
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cha which brings foorth bryers and thornes is 
neare utito curfiag,  whaſe end is to bee burned, 
Hebr.6.8, they arc in the end to bee ſtub'd vp 
and dried, and ſo made fir fewell for the fire, 
2"$4m.23.5. they thall-bee burne together, and 
fach is the end of all wicked and ungodly men, 
without they make their peace, they ſhall be burn, 


as itis here inthe Text. 


"It may ſerveto difcoverunto evill menthac un- 
worthy ftame'6f {pirirthat ig'in them, they are 


' fiotondy unprofrtablein themſelves, bur preju- 
_ diciall likewiſe to their neighbours; fee how 


7 


moſt unworthy of all rhe trees of the Field, 
they are neither fruitfullnor ſerviceable for buil- 
ding, as Oakes and Cedarsare, butto bee onely 
bryersand thornes, which of all other ſhrubbs 
are the moſt accurſed trees. A ntan ſhould ther- 
fore moſt ofall bleſſe himſclfe from ſuch a frame, 
wee ſhould not bee fraitfull in the plices 
where wee live, yet ſome good ſervice wee may 
doe; Oakes yeeld ſmall fruite, and as little doth 
the Cedar; but yetthey arc both harmeleſſe and 
uſefull, burthefe bryersand thornes bring foorth 
aofrvic, ifany, itis butfor beaſts, and they arc 
of tio uſc, but wg in- Gods people, and ro 
pricke and paltthen' if they runne* from God; 
now whar des RE coodhiginl itro 

wacand bronghtop a childe of Gods curſe: 
heros als of bryers and rhornes, 
butthey were togrow onely in hedge-rowes, - this 
is 2 froite of the” courſe, tha they grow 'in the 
widft of fietdsand paſtures; forin allthe Paradiſe 
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of God was nothingthardid hurt, | 
the Earth growes accurſed, 'it brings foorth bry- 
ers andthornes, inthe beſt ſoyles, in the mi 
of Fields and Meddows: So tharthen this is a 
cutſed condition, thereto ſtand and grow, where 
a man ſhall, and is aptto choake the beſt ſeedes 
that is ſowne, and hinder them that elſe would 
be comming on to Religion, thereto live where 
hee will bee prickes in the cyes of them whom 
hee converſes withall;” this is a' frame of ſpirirs 
however men may pleaſe themſelves in it, thar 
they-can gall and ſting poore Chriſtians, bur 
doc you conſider that while you ſoc doe ting 
and vexe and fret the hearts ' of your Neigh- 
bours, is not thisthe'worke of bryers and thorns, 
you are acurſeto theſeChurches and Common- 
wealthes and families where you dwell; this 'is 
a fearefull condition that a man- ſhould expoſe 
himſelfeto be achild of the curſe. 


When evill men dve ſet rhemſtlves agitnf 60, n, ine. 


they dee not hinder Gods work,but haſten their owne_ 
burning, their owne rune. 3 

Who will ſet themſelves ag aint mern battle - If 
ow ſcrthemſelves or one another againſt mee, 
ſhall Gods worke bee hindered s No, IT will 
keepe mypace, ſo'the word ſignifies, asſpuldi- 
ers, I will pace or march through them, nor 
onely hee will doe that which ts good in his - 
owhe cycs, notwithſtanding all their oppoſiti- 
on, bur will march an cnd, his ſervants ſhall 
netonely carry an end their courſe, but march, 
not retirediſorderly, 4. fly.away a 
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and--diſhearteded:,- as turning 'backe, giving 
ground, or yeelding to the oppoſition ate 
againſt them, bt 7 will gee through them, that 
is to ſay they by ſtanding in th= way ſhall nor 
hinder me, but what. I meane to doe, and what” 
my ſervants-are to doe, they ſhall doe it, they 
ſhall goe through: with an even pace, and not 
turne. afide to cithcr hand, Gods worke ſhall 
not bee hindered; What then * But I will 
burne them up together, that is toſay, when thcir 
confederacics are moſt ſtrongly combined, and 
cloſclieſt compacted , and begins to prevaile 
with moſt ſtrength, then God will beginne to 
ſet a fire among them, andthis will bee the iſ- 
ſue of it, when God beginnes ro burne and 
ins to ccazc-upon any one mans conſcience 
and burnes that, and fals upon his eſtate, and 
weakens that, and cafts a fire into a mans 
tabernacle, and waſtcs the fruite of his body, 
and. blaſts the 'cndeavours and workes of his 
hands; ſo hee ſets him all a fire, and hee 
will burne them up together, when the fire is 
once kindled, it will not" ceaſe till i* have bur- 
ned them all up; when a man hardens himfelfe 
inſt God, and againſt the good counſell of 
ſervants, when God begins with him hee 
will kindle a fire, that ſhall-not goc our cill all 
bee conſumed. There was a conſpiracy among 
the Sodonetes againſt Lot, Geneſis 19.9. Weep 
will deale worſe with thee then with them, and 


they upon him, *wver. 11. And the Angels 
rad 11- ren they firucke all them, and it was 4 
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clewdy mii to them, they were all firucke blindeL, 
and what was the iſſue of its Why, verſ 24. 
The Lord rained fire and brimHone upon them, and 
deſtroyed them all, They riſe up againſt God, 
againſt his Angels and ſervants, and profeſſed 
they would doe it, then God ſtrikes them; firſt, 
with blindnefſe, a faire warning, and if that will 
not ſerve the turne, hee will burne them up to- 

her, foure Citics of them in one day, and 

od ſer them foorth as an example of his ven- 
geance to all them that ſhall come to the. like 
wickedneſſe: If therefore any ſhall ſer. them- 
felves againſt God and his ſervants, and- make 
battle againſt him, hee will goe on with his 
worke in his ſervants, but them hee will deſtroy 
and burne up togetherz there is no- man that 
lives in an eſtate of nature, but is in a curſed e- 


ſtate. 

Reaſon, My true intent is to ſpeak tothis point, 
how _ in a carnall frame of ſpirit, bs is 
tangled themſclves in ſinne , and thereby war- 
ring againſt God doe thereby draw themſelves 
from the fellowſhip of Gods grace, I would 
heerein ſhew you the counſell of the Hol 
Ghoſt ; that when Gods prin and blel- 
fing is upon his Church, hee. would have no 
man live in his Church but. bee better for it; 
for God faith, Fwry is not in mee, tell not mec 
of brycrs and thornes, if men will beeſuchrhen 
hey ſhall bee burned togerherz, bur. yet'this hee 

ith, his intent is to keepe his vine-yard pure and 

free from theſe cvills, bes 1 they will bevy 
3 pc 


= 0\ 


— 


== 


met. ts. Ads. MEE. A 


peace,let them take hold of my ſtrength ,and they. | 


ſhall havepeace. 

Reaſon 1. Taken from the juſt indignation that 
God doth conceive againſt all cvill men, when 
they doe hardentheir heartsagainſt him; ifa man 
bee borne ina curſed eſtate, and allow himſclfe 
therein, and ſo fall ſhort of the grace of God, 
God takes this asa juſt matrer and cauſe of pro- 
vocation, Ier.7.19. Doe they proveke me to an- 
ver, and not | themſelves to the confuſion of their 
owne' faces, Never did any waxe fierce acainit 
Godandproſper lob 9.4. Eſa.q5.9. Woe to himthat 
frives" with bis Maker, God takes it as a matter 
ofgreat indignation,when menreſolvero live and 
diein an eſtate of nature. 

*\ 1Reaf#h 2. "It is taken fromthe 'power pur up- 
onthe Totd Jeſus Chriſt 3 "God hath ſer him up 
onthe holy h;ll of Sion, and hee hath given him the_ 
Heathens for bis poſſefiion, and arod of yron, wher:- 
by bee rulesinthe midi of bus enemies, Pſalm.2.8,9. 
Pſalm.1 10.2. - Whence itis that there is a wall 
of fire round about the Church, whereby 
_ as greeve him ſhall bee burnt up toge- 


"5 


caſon 3. From/rhe eſtate and \condition of 


AR 
Go e; ' when God undertakes the pro. 
Þ+ gr ow he wir hee deſcribes his Charch 


to beea burtheriformc ſtone; 'Fachery 12.2. men 
ſhall cuttheir hand with it, und ve, 3. Hiorsſa- 
lem ſhall bee-us' a:torch in 'a ſheafe , verſes. 'and 
wood; and all the people that 


all bee as dry Rtnbblez; and hee 
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mill make Hiersſalewasacup of payſan'or ate: 


niſhmenr, ſo as whoſoever comes againſt Hier 
ſalem, it hee either refreſh himſelfe: with doing 
evill ro the-Church of God, or profit himſelfe 
by itz itſhall bee a cup of poyſonito/him, ſo;as 
a man camot hurt the'Church, butit will make 
himto runne madde, which ſhewgs what hot fer- 
viccitis for men to take up any evill againſt-the 
Church of God,he doth not hinder Gods worke;, 
but haſten his ©wne ruine.. _ | 


— — — TT ——— 


It. may ſerve fora ground of ſtrovg conſolation ſer. 


to all the ſeryantsof God that do bring foorth red 
wine, well . reliſhed, not wilde and unſavasry 
grapes, carnall fruits of the fleſh; if ſweeteand fa» 
voury to Godand our brethren, hereis a promiſe 


of his proteRion. to then, nothing ſhall; kure 


them, and if bryers-and thornes riſe up 
them, yet hee will goe through them with his 
work,and he will burne up all their enemies rage- 
ther : So that when men live in places where they 
are ready enough topricke and gall, and fcratch 
at the life and liberty of Gods ſervants;-yet 
feare not there are more with us then againſt 
us, | ; 

-. I faith a Chriſtian, Thhould never fearethe op- 
poſition ofthe ſons of men, -butheere is my fear c 
and danger, my awne unworthy baſe heartis rea+ 
dyto ſtart aſide from God, andto diſhovour him 
and the wayes of his truth and graces and I am 
2pt to-walkeunworthily, how ſhall Idoe in 
2.caſc 2 — A co . 14% 2 _ 


. | Whyhcere isthy direRion and 


l 


Y. IF 1 L314 


ſuck 


i. 


' Gods Mercy manifeſt in bis Iyſlice, | 


ſuch a caſe; God hath'promiſed that hee will 
marchthrough with his worke, if God giveus an 
heartto ſubmitto his colours, and bring foorth 
fruites that himſelfe reliſheth, then this will fol. 
low, God- will never retire diſhonourably ts 
himſelfe and his children, however they may be 
ſcattered, yet hg will march an end, net only in 
bisowne providence, in ſtill mainetaining and 
keeping his Church for good ; but as hee him- 
ſelfe will looke to his owne, ſo hee will march an 
end in his ſervants, he will breathin them by his 
Spiritof wiſedome and powery that what cver 
comes uponthem, they will - 4 Faith and a 
goodconſcience, according toall the truth and 
goodneſſe God hath maniteſted to them, they 
will march in his ſtrength,and he will keepthem 
tharthey ſhall nor retire diſorderly. 

And ſoitisa Uſe of DircRion to admoniſh us 
inthe fearc of God to take heede (as ever wee de- 
fire God ſhould kcep us ſafe from the workers of 


iniquities) according to the verſe before the 
Text take heede y. bring not foorth wilde 
grapes, 'much eſſe birter grapes, fruites of the 
world, and ofthe fleſh, and of the pride of our 
ownehearts; but bee ſure wee bring foorth good 
fruites ro God, and notonely good, but in ſome 
ING of the beſt ſpirits. ' 1udab is de- 
ſcri COTS, Gen. 49. allu- 
ding tothat excellent life and ſpirir that ſhould be 
inhim: the red wine is the: moſt generous, ſo 
Chriftians ſhould not onely bring foorth good 


fruite, ſuch as hath r= re from the 
word 
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word; and within bounds of calling, ;but ſuch as | 
hath in ic: ſome, mcaſurce//of life apd hpi and 

power®f grace: breathing foorth in-it, .andif ac 
- any time wee bee ſtraightned, as many times we 
'comeoff with much flatheſſc.in duties. wee then 
complaine. off,, «and bewaile ſuch. cyils befoie 
Godzrand reſt nottill, God .againe rencw;-us:and 
inlargeus;;thatſo Ged. may defend us; orif any 
proſperagaiaſt us, wee. may'cither bee preſerved 


C 


ſecuretherciny: or fT muſt, and, doe. retire, then 
thatwee may: come off faircly, that God; may 
not bee di{honoured, -nor. any.cvill report be. rai. 
fed againſtrhe Goſpell, by reaſon of any i} wal- 
king of ours; ſee.chattherebee lite and ſpirit. in 
your walkings before, God in bath your particular 
and generall calling ; andchen if God tranſplant 
us hee: will march before us ,'. and wee in his 
firength ſhall goce. through, any intanglemcnes 
without being in(nared, ,its,a world to.ſce the pere 
plexiries of ſome mens conſciences, who have i!! 
carricda bufinefſe, and defiled themſclves. in it, 
burifthe Lord keepe us ſperleſle,..and our, con- 
ſciences void of offence, that. wee. walke evenly 
with him, -according to his truth and goodnellc, 
thatwhatever exerciſe God puts us 400; yea, if 
 heeremooveour vine-yard, it will not make. us 
barcen, but more generous, and fruitefull, wee 
ſhall carry our raore with us,, and bee fet. in.ano- 
ther placcandour fruite will bee more ſweet and 
ſavoury. | + 4 S F- 

' Now for the laft part of the Texts, it is a.dire- | 
Rion- © |all- + that- are. not able to. , make this 
| A os + g00d 


— 


— Gale dnymanſiſnlis iſe 


Dofrine 3. 


good to their ſouls,thatthey bring not forth good 


eluſters to refreſh both God andman ;z if wcebee 
not fallen into malicious oppoſition, obſerve we 
this point, 

That ſuch as doe take hold of Gods frength and 
make peace with him though their condition, 'were_ 
never ſo bad md. miſchievous at aint God and. hi 
Church, yet if they take hold of Gods flrength, they 
wn honi oro with hins; they ſhall havepeace, 

bee bryers af thornes, and bring 


 foonth ear fruites of Feunſed ground, thatnever 


did good to any but beaſts 5 fuppoſe your caſe 
were 4% tharyou neyerdid in your place, 
bur have grieved all the goo gee about yan'in 
Church and Fanfily, that every one have fared 
the worſe for you, which'is a fearefull condition; 
but were it ſoandthough perplexed in ill compa- 
rand cannot get rid ofthem, yet beholdheere 
makes a tit offer toyou,ftand notuponyour 
owne defence againſt Him, bur rake hold of his 
ftrengrh; ' and make your'peace with bim, and 
you | bcear peace: Now this/is wonderfull * 
; did yon evirieadats -promiſe'eo-bryers 


tns,nototly weeds, but noyfome; ſtinking 


and iftheythink good tocfrape bmning let 


Hi uni alaterCourfc;ancrhoy ſhall beeaccep- 


"Wh God fograciouſly 6ffers himſelfero ſuch 
and gives them leave to lay hold'onhim 2 | 
Fuſt, Takenfrom the 4 of his owne name, 
when God ſhill bee pleaſedto pardon and heale 


ſuch finners, "it: magnifies the lalary of therrich 
grace 


EO —u—mny 


—__ 


' +, graceof God, Whois 406d like unto rher ? Atica. 
7.18. "Whenever Godſhewes inercy to bryers 
and-thornes; 'fuch'as hive'pricked'and picrſed 
Gods people; "no mnthat ſees it, but will have 
cauſe to wonderand ftand amazed atrhe riches of 
Gods mercy tothem: Who is a God like unto 

" theethat fubdueſt, thattreadeſt downe 'onr high 
thoughts and imaginations £ Whoisa God like 
uhtothee that ſubgdueſt ſuch and healeſt ſuch fins 
as #heſe bee? This God will doe inftead of 

 thornes ſhall erow the Atirtle tree, Eſay 55.13.that 
this may be for a name neverto beforgorten, that 
hee mighegaine a name to religion, and make it 
famousand glorious ; this ſhall beeto the Lord 
for aname, to his Chnrch and to fuch Chriſtians 
for a name, as arethus transformed from bryers 
and thornes, z nameto the glory of his grace,and 
the power of his ordinances, it ſhall ſtand for an 
everlaſting remembrance neverto bee forgotten, 
it ſhall Rand fora monument of his mighty power 
of the mighty power of God; this ſhall ſtand for 
a Trophy of glorious vitory: And ſuch an cn- 
figne was Pam, Gal,1.23. whenthey heard rhag 
Paul, ſometimes 2 Perſecptor, and now preached 
the Faith, rhey glorified God inme: Wher-hee 
wasagricking bryertothe houſe of 1rael, Chriſt 
meectcs him'in the way, and makes him glad ta 
lay hold on his frength, and thereupon. hee be- 
comes atalland eminent and ſtraight rree inthe 
een of God, and the Church glorified God 

him. _. | 
Ir is cxpreſſedinthe firſt words of the Text, OP Reaſon. 
| | K 3 cn 
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kenfrom the readinelle of God tolay, downe his: 
ury,, When men lay,afiderheir Gnnes, and God 
water it, and nothing ſhall hurtir,1and fury; is not 
in mee, neither againſt his Church, norche bry. 
ers andthornes, if rhey will lay downe armes a- 
aint mcc;.If they will, fight it:out then 1 wilt 
PE ena Done they will be ſaved, let' them 
comeand take hold of my ſtrength,and they ſhall 


ſce that fury is-notin mee 3 bur Jet bryers come 
and make peace with me,.'and they ſhall figd no 
backwardncſſcin me.,.., .,--;+ - | vr 

V ſet, Serves togivecounſcll and: cxhortation 
to every ſoule, whoſe grapes are not yet-{weete, 
that hring foorth fruitcsto finne, | and arcnotable 


to ſay, God hath filledtheir hearts with generous 

| liqueur of ſavoury grace: Every Chriftiandiny 

is without life, .if wee bring foorth! either: bitter 

or flat fruites, heere is the charge; and counſcll 

ivento you, to ſtand out.no longer againſt God, 

Fo inthe name of God take hold of his ſtrength, 

that youmay make peace with. him, - bue if-y6u 

ſtill and outand. bring foorth 'no fruite to God : 

conlider of it if you will. Rand out; againſt God, 

and will. bee hurtfull and prejudicious'in.your'pla+ 
ccs,.yec ſhall bee dns av hee wilh march 

forward'and conſume you roote and braych, bur 

[eta at's ERA of Gods, ſtrength-arid make 

peacewith him... vero b 

.. But you may ſay, how may I come to doe it, 
- . my fruitesareflat and dead, and doe nothing but 
_.>.., for faſhion fake. . I am\conſcious to. my ſclfs of 


many 


—_— 


es 2. Paul xclinquiſhes: 
K 3 all 


a "all osthar which had nor for bis heart through 
with God, Bp 6:70. £-100F 
. Thirdly; T' >» onthe merey of God, "a 


his + and f ; iFhee halt be 
pn petty this'is tolay hold on 
; eco Nike Moſes makes decade ek 
readaethonwotey hold on /Gods: 
= arid fitly exphainesthis Phraſe in hand, 
14-17. Let the power of my Lord bee ws 
the mercy of the Lord & great : The great 
- be fpiiringthe in making = this woed-of 
the miquities of his people; fo my 
takes hold of firength, 
br curkonen enficunae: Gods great power, tha 
heeſhonld ever ſhew mercy to ſachan one as he 
was, that ever hee ſhould forgiveſuch fines; and 
ubdue ſuchiniquities, thisisto lay hold on Gods 
h: Let men come and (ce ad knew that 


0 E Gad > pe foorth mighty power and ftrength, 
b if everfieethew mercy to + cotoderck as Woe 
ate: Aslv 2252 man AUG Gnoe ls'e fhaet 


matter, and makes account Ged hath pardoned 
2s great finnes as his, and if hee deferre his'Re- 
penance, the Lord have mercy will ſerve his . 
curne, this isnot to lay hold on Gods ftrcagrh, 

and fo long a man makes himſclfe uncapable of 
fuchamercy, butwhen a man ſces and knowcs 
hee ſtands in neede of che great power of God in 
forgivingan{ patdoning him, that God ſhall ne- 
ver forgive ſachTfinnes as his, unlefſe im the mul- 
ritugeof his mercies he put away his iniquities, 3s 
long as a man' thinkes that a ſmall A 
crve 


s, "at POET + 6 / 
OS <> _ - a 


3: butwhcn. a mah ſecs 
tea aw jncefee 7 mo chony" 19, 2 ngnin 


cat and bones 99 hi 

gr erying bones @hisis, then 
ns hold of Gods ſtrengrh-. 1! Is wWOY 

- Foutthly;Let aman lay hold en 4 adsftrength 


tndin Gods: promiſes.and 1 iy bold God; 
and; inc.his: attributes: and prefſe:-God with; 


iſt, 


greatneſle of his power, andaf his 
oning ſuch ſinncs us 


theriches of his graccinpard 
bis, and then, ſanth Godin 7 let mee.2 
aldne; axif had layed hands onthe. power; 
Eaxiodi32 417 the ſoule holds Fe chomm 
ftanc] y—— , ind will not let bi 

vlLirfi, pars AP IONNA it doth 

| hold on Gods trevgb.:ci; 10029338 23112820 


ink may ſerviteorthort Ind firrewp 
that knowes/hisheartand: life 4s table: and 
hover ſweetor Fruites 


to God ro this day, D nes o what God calls ir 
t00: as cyer wee ce from cycrlaſt- 
ing burnings (as £9 BD that candwell in e- 
verlaſting 2urn) 3.laſt ) ascyer you de- 


$5, he Bade pece wn ny 


acious/ offer, which 

God now tc neat bn 5 10. W 7 lay hold of 
Gods ſtrength, Ay Jown yaifquarrels againſt 
the ordinances, and #efinnefull lufts that you 

- have addidted your ſelves too ; as Prideand Hy- 


 poctiſic, and whatever wee have diſpleaſed cw 
wit 


Ry 19 7 to 


powerfull and great cmercy to - 


IT | 


F ſe 3. 


evercourſes axndhrordons? and 'puri'not of God, 
ll youcomer chis of thatage, orto this' ficke. 
 ortil-you'bec marryed; und: have provi- 

ded your chdret ſuch andfuch porti-9ns 3 'and 
preſume:of your « owne” ftrengrh and wiſedoine, 
this CONDO you 'but if you can bting' your 
wing hit ever God do ſhew mercy to 
poem ode bee crumme; bur: 2 bottome- 
oem F nent ew: vor great rw 

Pjal:51. Let ir appeare is power of mercy 
Kr 'Tich grace ks: you has? ever you my have 
yourfinnespardoned,-take bold of it, and looke 
ir afrog _ ounut Havcand lay 
e Ia-yoar _ of _ and by ny 
—_ cryes, and fighes groancs, ard 2 
tan purſute after him inevety ordinance of 


\ 1 hisg\feckeGodeatneſtlyand conſtantly, "Ld 


0 _ find bi m peace and pardon to 
& -- "nar torkip promiſe here inthe Text. 
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WICKEDS 


CRAFT TO IN 


SNARE GODS 
People deſcribed. 
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MATT H, 16. L237, 
The Phariſes with che Sadduces came and remp.. 
ring him,defired bimrbas be would ſbew then 
a figne from Heaven,&c: 


7M \ Frer thoſe Patabolicall ſpec- 
\®-) ches which are ſer downe in 
& inthe fore- oing Chaptcrof 
en the Syrefenitian woman, 
7 the next Parable which fol- 
&} ten wherby our Saviour 
| EVR > ſers foorth by ſimilitudehis 

Dogcine wt - isthis. The Phariſesand 
Saddacts come totempt hins, — defire a fine 


- 


ir ""M; —— er py = 


and afigne from. Heaven, our Saviour anſwers 
CQrc 1 19, Ace Ieptranyes 
ql 5 368 her | eftion, and TOR tas 


"It may eras by thedependance of this Chap- 
ter upon the former, that the Phariſees and $47. 
duces cameto 0 $aviourto pens a ſigme from 


Haven, Fee had ted rhopcopleim the end 
gene hr br Ghdpery Pe fed fourgthou- 
ſcventoavesand a few fiſhes. 

a amirac that filled the mouths ofthemal with 


oprtþ round about the country, and the 
Scribes and Phariſees were nat a. little exerciſed 


therewkh, they: cher to dazell the glory of 
this great wax keg off 9 Capt cane. to. hin, deſiring 
him not to pur with th lock carthly ſignes 
as he had now MC Elina carthly loavs, 
but to ſhew them a figne from Heaven, that they 


mightſecand fethisto bec, C QG- 
an obteciicouſs, L566 onely,' becauſe this 


wasdeſcribed.iramediacely. before : but 


eupon occaſt cle.\ they 
cameto him in like ſorr, ofthe be win Io] the like 


f Joby 10.6.t0 13. £30431, 
Sow 3 inthe words read wee have to obſerve 
two 


Tut The demand of a figne, a ſigne from Hea- 


C 


de PAT: Or opriggss rcj<tion. of this de. 


do cj 
Tan ſees, ang. _ 
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Cn to tempt him.” 
_ "Now in our Saviours rejeQion of this demanit 
you haverwo things confiderable: 


Firſt, The Hops hee gives them, and theit 


perſons : 0 you hypoerites. 
Secondly, Olferve the ground of his reproof 


ofthem,an Neath a convidtion of their readineſſe 
tobelecyc more uncertaine things upon lefle cre- 
dible ground, then they would belcevehim tobe 
the £Meſi7ah ſent of God;upon moſt cerraine: and 
evident grounds, and this he ſhewes them by in- 
ſtancing in naturall things. 7f the evening bee red 
and bright, yee ſay t0 morrow will be faire wea- 
. ther, andit many times fo fals ont; can yeedeſterue's 
the face of the 5kie, by ſuch probabilities as theſe 
bee, and can yce not diſcerhe the cftate of the 
rimes from all the Prophefies from Heaven, and 
all chat affiſtance that you ſee intheſe works; 
© Anoteortwofromthe words, andfirffagthe 
' way be taken fromrhoſethar deinand theſe {fgr 


the Phariſees apd S xdduces. 


Wicked mAh though enemies one to avvther, of He. s Decline Enid 


ver ſo. contrar ADs, ed arid contrary reli&10ns;/ 
yet Pp tell 'ofs to Heb and agree fog the fo 'of 
poſe the truth and tomndermineit. 

Theſe Phariſees and Saddures, they were men. 
of contrary mindes, of contrary] 
Religions and Profeſſi6ns;' and could not ſuteby! 
any meanes in ordinary courſe 6ne with another;! 
for ſo wee reade'of this difference betwcenc 


they. | 
L - Firſt, 


"+ Thechd for which they did Jefireit,idthar 


bdgements aid. 


—— 
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.. Firſt, The Phariſees they did not onely receive 
the Law, but did addeto it ſundry traditions of 
theirowne,' as Zoſephm reports.  Thele Sadduces 
thought ir arrogancy in the Phariſees to put upon 
the Church, rraditions of their owne, which 
they renounced, and they did.not onely renounce 
their traditions, butreſted only in the five Books 
of Moſes: Whenceitis obſervable bythe ear. 
ned, when the Sadduces. came and tempred 
Chriſt about the reſurreRion, (which they deny, 
Matth.20.22323.) Chriſt roconvince.them of 
the point of reſurreion, ' he ferches a teſtimony, 
not out of the Prophets, becauſe hce thovughe 
they would not ſubmitto it, but out of the Books 
of £Moſes-; God is not the God of the dead, but of the 
hving. 
A ſecond diflerence the Apoſtle Paw! makes 
- mentionof, «A#s 23.8. | The Sadduces ſay, there 
'ss neither. Reſarretion, mor Angels, nor ſpirits, 
but the Phariſees confeſſe both. Both what? both 
the ReſurreRion of the bodies, and likewiſe the 
immortality of ſpirits ; and\ not of mens ſpirits 
; onely, bitof Angels: And yet notwithſtanding 
weemuſt not lookeat theſe Saddnces as Epicures, 
though irbe the nexr way to bring in Epicuriſme; 
for if there bee no ſpirits nor immortality, then 
they maycommit any wickednes;but though they 
did deny the ReſurreQion of the. body, and the 
' Immonality of the ſoule,. yet they did not deny 
the providence of God as Epicures doc. 
| difference is alſo noted thatthe Pher- 
ſees were more gracious with the people, found 
1:7 I gIcatcr 
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; - greater applauſe, and greater reſpe&, as veg 


-accounted more holy men, Gal... the ſtrict (c 


'ofthe Religion of the Phariſces.; butthe Sadduces 
- though lefle gracious with the people, yer pre- 


vailed more inthe Court among great men; for 


great men love not ſtrineſle, bur rather to take 


more. liberty, and therefore it is that wee ſhall 
ſometimes finde, the leayen of the Saddnces and 
of Herod, or of the Heyodiars put together, Mat. 
16.6. eAMark.8.17. They had a conceit there 
was neither reward nor puniſhment in another 
world. Thus they were of ſuch contrary Reli- 
gions, that they could not ſtand one with ano- 


ther; burifit come to under-mine the truth and 


to tempt our Saviour then they both agree toge- 
ther. The ſame you ſhall reade practized in 
CAlatth.22.15,16. The Phariſees and the Herodians 


 Cameto tempt him, ſaying, 1s it lawfull to give_ 


. tribute to Ceſar or net? Theſe Heradians did prefle 
"upon the Jewiſh Common-wealth Ceſars go- 


vernement, and the Phariſees, thoughtit not meet 
toſubmirtoaforraigne juriſdiftion, they did not 
fayourit: yetthough theſe Herodians were every 
way contrary to the Phariſees, they agreed both ' 
upon this point, 1s tempt him; ſo Luke 23.7. to 


12. Hered and Pilate had beene atwenmity a 
- great while; and when Pilate ſaw hee belonged 


to Herods juriſdiction, hee ſent him to-him, and 
the ſame day Pilate and Herod were made friends; 
when iecomesto the matter of crucifying Chriſt, 
then Herod and the Jewes and the Rowan ſouldiers 


, . canconſpire togerher to pur diſgraceupon Chriſt. 


» 
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You have ſomerhing ſurcable to both theſe, Rew, 

16.13,14. There were three nuclean ſpirits like 
froggs came dut of the month of the Dragon, and the 
ea and the falſe Prophet ,and they arethe ſpirits of 
Dyvels, which zoe foorth to the Kings of the earth 
to gather them to the battell of the great day of God 
Almighty. ' The Dragon is the Tarke, nd the 
Beaſt and falſe Prophet is the Pope and his crue : 

Now though theſe bee of ſuch contrary Religi- 

ons, that you would not thinke it poſſible thar 

they ſhould joyne their forces together ; yer fo 

the matter will come to paſſe that the fators of 
the one ſhall conſule with the other, and both of 
them joyne with all the Princes of the world, ar 

leaſt the great Lords ofthe world;and draw them 

alcocetherto the battell of the preat day. of the 

Lords, when with one confſenethey ſhall fight a- 

gainſt, not ofiely the Icwesrhat thalt- rife againſt 

the Dragen of Conſtantinople ; bur againſt, thoſe 

Chriftiansthat ſhall ariſe againſtthe Beaſt of Rowe, 

and ſoſhall joyne theirſtrengthtoriſe up againſt 

the Lord Ieſus Chrift : fo that this is no new 
matrer'in the' world. 

ofition 

that"is. found berweene alftruth and falſe-hood 

then thatwhich is found betweene any falſe. 

hoad'in the world ; there is 2 fare ſtronger 

oppoſition berweene light and' datkeneſfe, then 

can bee found berweene one *darkeneſſe and a- 

nother: There is ſome bluſh of blackeneffe in 

all -darkenefſe; how' there is' no ſuch diſpro- 

portion betweene the grounds, and ends = 
19 rules 


Taken fromthe ftrongand greateſt opp 
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a the Pope and Turke, 35 betweene them 


+ © both; and our Chriftian Religion, ifevce.ic ap- 


thatthe grounds of rope Religion, and the 
endthey ayme at is worldly and carnall, a-their 
ewno wealthand uſurpation ; 2nd if for that end 
they. make uſc- of-the word of God, and can 
make uſc of theirtraditions to bee of equall val- 
kw with the Scriptures : -Grant them. that, and 
it-will bee no hard matter to conceive, that when 
Chriſtians ſha}l ſtanlc thar Beaſt, and: the Jewes 
fall upon: the Turke , that when the Pope feces 
* hee cannot maintaine: Head againſt Chriſtian 
Princes; nor the Turke againſt the Iewes; they 
will conceive yet, the Biſhopof Rowe mayi main= 
taine his owne ſtrength ny authority, and rule 
over ſuch Princcs, by bis Canons and Decrees, 
and ſo will joyne together againſt} the- Goſpell 
of Chriſt, andall that-profeſſe the/truth/ of his 
Name. To PAD 21 


 _ peare,. as now for fame yeatres it. hath done, 


.- Itis taken from the wiſedome-of Satan, , who Reſon 2. 


though hee cantell| how to-make-his oWne, ad- 
vantage: out, ofthe enemies of contrary factions 
and errours, one againſt another, yetwhen! they 
both come to bee oppoſed-with the tyuth. of the 
Goſpellz it will not ftand with his wiſedome to 
mainetaine any-longer ſuch: factions in-oppoliti. 
on oneto another, being, oppoſe to. Chriſtian, 
Religion: Itistrues. as. long: as-facions; and er- 
rours: are. flaſhing; one: againſt, another > . Satan 
knowes:howeto A lvantage.himſelfe bychear, colt 


teſtarions and tymylts-agd, warrs-0ne: with JP: 
: E] 
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ther, to multiply confuſion and diſorder, and dif- 
fuſion of Chriſtian bloud z in this reſpe& the wic- 
ked ſpirit of darkenefle fars himſelf in his courſe, 
and fills the gates ofhell and of death : but now 
in caſe the Chriſtian truth come to oppoſe ſuch 
kinde of errours as are at difference one with ano- 
ther, it will notnow ſtand with Satans wiſdome 
ro ſuffer further continuance of diſſention amon 
thoſe of the other fide; but hee will then bend 
the wits of all the ſubtile creatures hee. hath to 
take paines with the cheefe on both ſides, to lay 
downe their weapons one againſt another, and ro 
ſheaththeir forkein the ſides of a common ad- 
verſary; No wonder to fee ſometime France 
_ or Sparneat ſharpe warrs : Let them fight, for ir 
hinders not his kingdome; that his owne Sub. 
jets ſhould fall out one with another, ſo it bee 
any thing whereby God is moſt diſhonoured : 
but if that Chriſtian Proteſtants, reſiſt -and op- 
poſe the Catholike religion, and ſceke to roote 
tour; inf ſuch a w_ you gol not neede to 
expe aftrong oppoſition of him, and all his 
:methnnrs3 ond Al the three Nations plotting 
together, and joyne heart and hand, that with 
one conſc:nt they might fight againſt the Prote- 
Kant Princes; and this our Saviour touches up- 
oft, "Every ' Kingdome devided again it ſelfe_ 
cannot rand, Mat.12.25,26.and his reaſon isright; 
for though ſometime one ſpirit will caſt out a- 
nother; and a good witch (as they call them ) 
will healewhata bad witch doth, or one ſpirit 
15 t00 hard for another ; yetthe trurch is our Savi- 
hs: ours 


— - <—w— : - —_ — 
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Bn v Gods People deſeribed. 


ours reaſon ftands firme, where there is ſoc 
much'pride, there cannot ' but bee much con- 
_ tention, but if Chriſt come and oppoſe theſe 
ſpirits, and if hee will caft our Divels, Satan 
cannot hinder him : If Chriſt ſhould caſt out 
+ Divels in the name of Be/zebsb, that's no hin- 
derance to Satans kingdome, bur if Chriſt caſt 
out Divels in his owne name, then its time 
for Satan to ſtirre, and therefore now hi king- 
dome cannot fiand: and fo you ſee the truth of 
_ the Point. | 
Obieet. If this bee truce that men of contrary 
Iudgements, can tell how to fawder them- 
ſelves together againſt rhe truth ;3- howthen 
came it to paſſe that Paul fell npon ſuch a 
ſtratagem as he did in CM##.23.6.to 10, per- 
ceiving one part was Sadauces,. and the other 
part Phariſees, the very ſame 'perſons'inthe 
Text; hce thovghr that by this breach be- 
ewcene them in their judgements, he ſhould 
creepe out of the ſnare, and therefore in 
_ heavenly wiſedome; _ hee takes/ the” advan- 
rage of-it, 7 am 4 Phariſee;'( ſaith hee) and. 
the ſonne of a Phariſee, and when” the Scribes, 
that were of the FRY heard 'him ſay 
fo, they begtune to contend for Paul againſt the 
Sadduces, and come out with a divine ſpeech, 
we finde no fawlt in this man; it an <Angel 
or a ſpirit, tharwas wont to ſpeake in any 
. of the Prophets have faid any thing to this 
. man; let us. not fight againſthim,” and then 
.. Paw, was fafe MT, a Chriſtian 


b 
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= The wicked; enaft co infwarc 


” mag, may-make ſych-ati advantage by that 
:meanes to eſcape therenmity: of chem, both; 
; how. came. ie to pafic; that both theſe ſos 
did nov cpaſent "with one conſent againſt 
af F 4 

"Anne: Paw! hadpthe atorien: mn ſuch 
termes, [28 that hee. comes not upon them with a- 
ny. Chriſtiantruthy, he conceales bis opinfon of 
any Ghyilkian trurfy av/thateime, which was op- 
polite tochembanby bat oncly names ehar which 
was onely peculiar to one of theſe ſe&s; Par! 
dothnatliay, hee was accufed forthar hee wes 2 
Chriſtian; for ſuch: a word-woutd have combi- 
ned themiall together againſt him bur hee pro. 
fclkes he was of oneof theſe ſets bred; and ther- 


_ 
— 


foret hey mighe imagine hee was wholly on their 
fide,,and they knew: hee was a Fhatiſce, and i- 
magined there was ho great difference borweene 
him aows and'/what hee was before, and ſo they 
ſhelter him,: and - on Saddwces of the rwo were 


the fiercer | oppoſers of Religion : they were 
ANG ndignaicns 


ſometimes ey 6 11a Atf.,5.v7. They 
raged; againſt Peter and:tobn, mow therefore Pau! 
tooke. the -beſt courſe, hee would eſcape their 
handsthat were the moſt cruel, though the 0- 
ther were noug ht, yerof! the two. they were the 
\Batyou ſay, doth this bacvmd abbot: hear- 
.ted Chriftiantoſay, - heeisof the profeſſion 

.. ofthe Phariſees, whichiisfuch aginles a man 
-;|Þelecveandipractiſe Þberrer, hee ſhill never 


— Un: 19 $52 6;"ywyent hee 


at knows 
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knowes they are men that our Saviour had 
"condemned for Hypocritcs, and wentup and 
downe to make; proſclites to themſelves: 
would hee now proftelle himiclfe to bee an 
Hypocrite, atraditioner, to bee a: man that 
under aha of long: prayers, deveure wid. 
owes bouſes, would hee projcfle himiclfe to 

be ofrhar ſeArhar was ever ready to. carpe at 

our Saviour, would he ranke himſclte among 
them ? ; 

I confefle, it isthat which troubles Interpre- 
ters, how to excuſe Pawlin this caſe, to profciſe 
himſclfeto bee a Phariſerinthe open Congrega- 
tion, a great multitude, and beforethem all, to 
profcile himſclfe a Phariſee : When. as all the 
world kacw, where ever hee came, ..hee beate 
downe the whole ſet ofthe Phariſees and Saddle 
ces, and all their Doctrines and praQtiſes. 

Anſw. Had hee ſpoken jn ſuch ag audience 
where he might have encouraged any man weake 
in judgement, the rather to haye cleaved to the 
ſet of the Phariſees, that they and their children 
might become Phariſees by his example, /it could 
not then bee:excuſed; but Paw knew where hec 
was ;z the people that wasthere, waseither ſuch 
. good Chriſtians as well knew his ſpixit, or ſuch 
as were deſperate enemies againſtChrift and bis 
grace, the true Chriſtians wouldrake no offence, 
but would underſtand his meaning, and for bis c- 
nemiecs, he knew he ſhould daſhthem one againſt 
another, and thatby that meanes hee ſhould c- 


ſcape, andtherefore hee onely.iaſtances..in ſuch 
| M 2 parts 


parts of Phariſees, as in which they did profeſſe 
the truth ; for the reſurre&ion of the dead,' and 
thatthere'is Angels and ſpirits, and ir is true, 
heewas a Phariſee and brought up a Phariſee_, 
andchus farre he kepr the phariſaicall principles: 
ſo that this doth nor. hinder, but that in ordi- 
nary courſe two contrary faftions, may com- 
bine againſt rhe cruth, yer a Chriſtian may 
ſometimes fo ſtrike in with one, that hee may 
ſeeme not to. bee an enemy to both ; yeaſome- 
times by an over-ruling providence of God it 
fo fals out, that a Chnitian may caſt ſuch 
bonds, b=tweene two contrary Religions, that 
the Church may fare the better for it, but yer 
this will not long hold, for in time they will 
ſawder together againe; Paul, though hee now 
ſcapes by this deviſe, if hee ſhould have come 
befor them, it would not have ſerved his turne, 
hee was a Phariſee in one point or two, and 
they thought he had bin ſo in all;part of the truth, 
and part hee conceales,and that was his wiſdome. 
To teach all the Profefſours of the truth of 
Chriſt Tefus, neither to truſt common cnemies, 
though reconciled, norto diſtruſt one another to 
combine in any emulationor enmity one 2gainſt 
another, not to truſt common adverſarics , let 
them make a league, never ſofirme as you con- 
cciye with us; though they may have juſt reaſon 
to Joyne with a Proteſtant King, and though they 
now pretend theirgrounds and rules and ends are 
the ſame; yet they will ſoone breake all bonds 
and leagues of peace with Chriſtians and ſawder 


= them- 
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themſelves together againe , and therefore truſt 
not ſuch, and if thoſe that are of contrary Religi- 


ons, Catitake a courſethus tro combine rogether, 


to undermine a common enemy, ſhall not the 


Church of God ſo much the more, cleave roge- 
ther with one heart and voyce, with one,.ſhoul- 
der, and withall their ſtrength as one manto re- 
fiſt all the enemies of the truth of God, ſhall 
Gods owne ſervants bee ſo ready te hang of one 
from another, ſhouldcring out one another and 
ſupplanting one another ; ſhall Phariſees and Sa44- 
duces. Combine together, and ſhall not the Pro- 
teſlours of Chriſt joyne together as one man,and 
by oncrule and to one end. 

It may bee an uſe unto all men, Chriſtian 
men and all men of underſtanding, not to be led 
away with the pretences of unity and peace,unles 
youſce and know that you joyn together alwaics 
in acommon good cauſe; for even Gods owne 
ſervants: ſometimes joyne together under pre- 
tence of unity and peace,whichis not a ſufficient 
reaſon;for there may bee unity and peace even a- 
gainſt Chriſt, and againſt his truth, and againſt a 
commoncauſe of Godzand therfore conſiderup- 
on what terms you go, what.ends you aime at, 
this is necdefull in all mutuall confederation 
and aſſociationin any bufineſſe whatſoever z and 
take heede of Satans cunning in ſtirring wy 
contentions and ftrife among the peoplept God, 
bur keep you your ſelvsin a bond of union forthe 
truth of Chriſt, leaſta common adverſary come 
, Upon you and undermine the truth of God by 
Your means. | M 3 Mar. 
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- Mata6. threefirſt verſes; 


The Phariſees alſo with the Sadduces came. 
unto bim, &Cc, 
3x Ome weenowto the ſecond Point, 
{YLNIESY, the cnd of this Queſtion and De- 
© ©: mand; the: efhicients wee heard; 
& : the Phariſees and Sadduces, They 
| 2! came to him and tempted him ; 
tempting himto whatend * Doe youthinke they 
defirea frgnethatthey may beleeve, hee had im- 
mediatcly beforc in the latter end of the former 
Chapter , fed foure thouſand men- with feven 
loaves and a few fiſhes: An evident fignethat he 
that did workethis miracle was ſent from Hez- 
ven, they therefore did not demand a figne that 
they mightbelceve, butin truth thatthey might 
not belceve; and now, if hee ſhould anſwer 
them according to:their deſire, thoy would have 
found a cavill aginſtit; and if not, they will ſet 
downeand not beleeve, becauſe hewill not give 
them aſrgne from Heaven. 
/\ To: demand a ſigne not to confirme our faith, but to 
barden our ſelves in our unbeleefe is to tempt the- 
Lord. | 


They defire a figne that indeed they might bee 


excuſed from belceving : heetherefore fitly cals 


them, 


 themgverſ. 4. An evill and an adulrerous gene. 
ration, ſeckes a figne; they anſwer that which 
anadulcerous woman will doe, when her huC. 
band ſendsa ſervant to her or a letter ro diſpole 
thus and thus of ſuch a bufineſle, and ſhee thetigh 
ſhee know his hand full well, yer notwithitanding 
ſhee will aske of the ſervant a'token, wherher he 
comes indeed from his maſter or no; which to- 
ken ſheeaskes not for, as a- confirmation of the 
thing ro her, bur that ſhee might bee excuſed 
from doing that which ſhze ſhould doez juſtſuch 
is this adultetous generation; asif hee ſhould ſay, 
they doe know that Teſue s 4 teacher ſent from 
God, andehey knowthat what hee ſpeakes'is the 
word of God, and his meſlage is the'trarh of 
God; and that it is his hand and ſeale, fealed ic 
with the worke of his Spirit, and with the power 
of his miracles, and yertnow they askea ligne, is 

it that they might belceves'' No, but to cavill 

bon the meſſenger, and thar they might not be- 

ceve, 

/But becanſethis point is very ſeldome ſpoken 
too, thistempting of God, and yeta/pointofno 
ſmall! conſequence in daily practiſe: let me there- 
fore nnake it ſomerhing more plaine, the berter 
to fit it for application. | 

Firſt, Therefore to ſhew you what ir is to 
tempt God; andrhen why this kinde of asking 
aſipne in this fortis fuch arempringof God, 
Forthe firſt, there is a two-fold tempring of 
God; one may rempt Godas they in the Text, 

untawfully, and manifeſtthemſclves to begrofle 
$2 1-42. Hypocrue's 


The wickeds craft PP inſnare 


__— inſo doing, they never meant to be- 
ceve. 

Secondly, Thereis on the other fide, ſome- 
whata lawfull temptingof God. To open them 
both. ! 

Firſt, For an unlawfull and hypocriticall temp- 
ting of God,ſuchas provokes the indignation and 
wrath of God. 

- Temwpting of God is nothing elſe but a trying 
what God canor will doe forthe fullfilling of our 
owneluſts, Totry whar isin God forthar end, 
to put God to it, to ſhew foorth his divine hand 
for the tullfilling of our luſts, to ſet him a worke 
to ſtretch forth his divine hand for the fullfilling 
our owne deſires. 

Now for clearing it from the word. To an- 
ſwer you this Queſtion , which may ſtumblc 
ſome. 

Firſt, How can ſuch a manas I put God to it, 
to ſhew foorth his divine hand, andto ſet him a 
worke ; what can I doeto pit himupon it, ſo as 
hee ſhould thinke himſelfe tempted by ir. 

Secondly, How ſhould I doe itto fullfill my 
Juſts, an inſtance of this you have in fo many 
words, Pſal.78.18. They tempted God in their 
heart, by asking meat for their aft 3 inasking meat 
they put Godto it : Car God prepare 4 table, or 
give water mm the wilderneſſe, and when he ſmote— 
the ſtony rocke, and gave them water, and gave- 
them bread, yet can - give us fleſh : 'Thusthey 


put him toit; doe they aske [this to ſtrengthen 
their faith 21 No, but te ſatisfie their luſts, they 
grew Weary of Manna. But 


<oaw . —_ - - 
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+} Buchow-can I be:ſaid thus to tempe-God z1or 
ts: pur him to- it, to: force him or to; provoke 
him-to ftrerech out his mighty hand, -bee it his 
power' or any other attribute for the fullfilling 
of Arn = h thing 4 TL TRT0 
;-Anufſw, Therearethree s in the waycs 
-of the ſonnes of men,' 'by which God in:rboch 
ſtirred up to ſhew; forth himſclfe, and we may 
tempt God by making uſe of anyof them to ful-. 
fill our luſts, 117, v5 b- + I 9120 BIon's '\ 
» Firſt, God is ſtrongly provoked to: worke 
if wee pray him, thus and thus to pur” foerth 
his-hand-to ſuch-or ſuch a worke for our ſakes, 
and;hee takes it to/!bee a ftirring | up himſelfe 
this way : Soin the Text, [They camete hins, and 
defired him-to'doe it, as Fob. 6; 6/1 Shew ws 4 
fozne from Heaven, there was a defire'of fuch a 
thing: and Godis very ſenſible of prayer: men 
doe not thinke thege is ſuch forcerin prayer; :as 
there is, an 'Hypocrite cannot put God: to: it-in 
pra er, but hce, findes himſfelfe' provoked, nor 
oncly out of his compaſſion to; his:people, but 
- out of -his- common. 8g -to the creature, 
P/al,65.2, The yung Ravens cry not but God 
hcares them, and Geveſ, 21, if pony JO 
cry God hearcs him z-:yea and God hearesthe ., 

roaring of the' young Lyons z 'God' is ſenſible 
of any want ,. of which the:creature defires'a 
ſupply from his hand, if it bee:but” the prayer 
Sa4daces, hee thinkes himſelfe ingaged by it, 
and though they do bur tempt him, [yetir pro- 
vokes him z ——} WACELR 
| ure 


* 


ſore againſ}cthein! fo-acking's! this-fers' God a 
woke pms his divine-hadd)a worke, his whote 
g6oodneffe . is: fer (x\worke: Bur -yer' thers! is. 
jorhicthing-elfe! fas 'God 4) worke beſides 
— | | 
. {Fhaefore rfroondly,! Barth exceedingly: (ers 
Goduwanks, :ivism optrarive grace; whenever 
wisfaftencd ypbniany'thing"in\God, rhougty it 
bee amif-guided Baichy! if Faith beo ftirring, or 
if it will not ſtirre, unlefſe thus and e>us anfwe- 
red:'God is ſtrongly dto docſomettiing 
uponanyworkeof Fark, 7 2 - ; 
Sametimes Baichwwill foiceaman tottuſt v 
God'for excracudinary bleſſings, withour uſing 
ws, 1 Ong gen piay'bec ufed*: this 
is#detuſory Faith, when Godoffets' meanes;' if 
men thruſtrhemſcly God in'thar ſort: it 
provokes him exccedinglyrhat'a creature! dares 
emuſtbim irhiskind, when heetharh nor: promi- 
feqtoworke: !So whenzthe Divell'rempsed (our 
Saviour, Tv cat binſelfe downe head-lows, when 
hee -come downe another way, AHatrh: 
Fs eanfwers'himy abou 'fhalt oP romp t the 
thy Gods ThoaghaGrawme traffs uporr Gol 
beſides and againſt his promiſe, .it' fets hint a 
_ worke; and weretherhing according'tohis will, 
it would ſet him-mightily-a worke, but however it 
provakes him:much; ſbmtimesa matiurges God 
wittoa falſe Fairhy-fuch a Faithas'in' which they 
will -not-truſt-God'nor in ordifrary” wayes and 
means, \unteſle God wiltſhew his extmordinary 
poles avichmio'odoatelabute of faith; men 


will 
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| will not, nordarefurthertruſt him, notinan ors 
dinaty way and means, inthe ulcofthcir ordina- 
ry-callings,- unlefſefomeexprefiion of Gods cx, 
traordinary-prefence : Soin Exod.17.2,7: 75 T7 
Lord amongihws or no, they doubted whetherzthe 
God was: amongſt them,or 80,, becauſe they 
wanted ſomething, they. would-bave had ſome 
watct by miracle, and becauſe iris not.cafily rea- 
dy, the-rockes -not-powre, out water. aor the 
Earth cleave aſunder, and, boyle up water-ftrom 
the great deepes.z therefore, is. God with.us* 
though they had plentifull .cxperience God was 
with them, for hee had by a pillar ot fire,.: led 


themthat way; yet unleſle they-have another ex- - 


eraordinary figne, they.vvill notzruſt him.in ordi- 
nary courſe ; ſo- our Savigur t9ld the, ruler, . 70/1 
4-41. Yuleſſe yee ſee fignes and monaers , yee/ 
will not beleeve, this is-nottotruſt God in an or- 
 4dinary way of his-providence,; but,unlefle-God 
confirmeatextraordigarily, wee will oat beleeve, 
and ſo God isexceedingly-put toit 3 ſothat God 
takes himſelfe to bee tempted when-men will not 
truſt him in an ordinary way». {1 
Thirdly, Another grace.inman that. doth {er 
God exceedingly a worke, and if _miſ-guided 
provokes and tempts him-much, /and.chat1s obc- 
dience; for God hath promiſed: (Z/ay,1.39,21.) 
much -ro obedience , and. curſes diſobedience, 
Des.23. and Levit.26: Sothatif wee obey Gods 


butnow wee may. provoke him perpoicnggy 
is 


and tempt him, when as wee dare notiobey Go! 
N 2 Com- 


will, it provokes him to performe-his promiſe; = 
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Comimanidemetits, iFwee ſhould obey hisCom- 
mens, wee feare it ſh5ald goeil- with us, 
nina way of 6bedience - wee feare hard 
meaſure from-God, and-wrath from him ; this 
tempts Him, and" when in'a way*of difobedi- 
ence, wee expe a reward 4ndia blefſing from 
him, 2 good ſue}thistempts God much,Nm. 
14,3. God cals them'to'the promiſed Land, 
and hee ſent [pics to ſee the fruits of it: Now 
when the peoplcheard ſuclvan 111 report ofthe 
Land by ren-of the ſpies, they/fell a weeping 
and a murmuring,” wee and our children ſhall be 
maze a "prey ; lo that they 'durſt not.goc on to 
fight, but backe againe to «£gypr they would 
gOC, no going an end with ſafery ,' backe again 
is beſt; butin-a' way of obedience, they fearc 
evill from the hand 'of God: 'Sce how God 
Is troubled ar irz they have tempted mee now 
theſe ten'times,” whereupon he'tels them ; Surc- 
ly this peop ſhull not ſee that good "Land, becauſe 
they looked for miſcheife in'agood way, they 
ſhould finde' evill in a'way of diſobedience to 
his will; and ſo hee takes that for a remprari- 
oh; then the people diſcerning their <rrour, 
verſe 40, 47. They tell him they will go now 
Aght againſt the Canganites;then faith £Aroſes, 
why ave you thus againe tempt the Lord ; But now 
when they looke for the preſence-of the Lord, 
hee will not "bee with them: 'S> thar you ſec 
if the creature ſhall pur God to it, by Prayer or 
\Faith, or Obedience, this /ſtirres up Godin this 
" Linde, anditt isatempringoof the Lord. 
"$f f VE A F OW 


Now men may dcfire it when it is forthe ſati(- 
fying of their lufts. \/ Db; 
. -./When' therefore wee either pray; or truſt, or 
obey,ordifobey God,for any thing therby to ful- 
fill our luſts,this is to rempt God : So it is ſaid of 
CAnnanias and Saphira,, why. agree you together 
to tempt the Spirit of Godz/ they intend. to pur 
| Gods paticnce to it; to ſee; whether God 
would beare with them 1n that difſimulation or 
no, and tor fee whether God: was ſo preſent 
with the Apoſtles or no, to ſee if Peter could 
diſcerne their diſſimulation, and they did it 
for their own covetouſnefle ſake. Now when 
.they will try the paticnce of God, 'and the 
power of the Spirit-of God, for their: preſent 
covetouſneſſe {ake, this is to tempt God; they 
make yſe of Gods patience to ſhew himſelfe in 
this kinde, to ſee whether his -paticnce. would 
beare ir or no. So you reade in that former 
place of Numbers, when they deſire fleſh and 
water, they defired them to ſatisfic ther luſts, 
and put. God-to it, to exprefle his mighty 
power for | that end, and this is-called a 
tempting of God: Tow aske and receive nr, 


becauſe you acke to ſpend it upon your luſts,Tam. 


hy | ; 
7 But - yer further; this will :be better: un- 
derſtood, if 1 ſhall ſhew you how-farre- wee 


may lawfully remprt God with acceptance from 
- him. *>217 vonl | 
Lawfully may wee tempt. the Lord, /ſome- 
ſometimes in our Faith, and 
N 3 ſome- 


timesin our Prayers, 


C 


ſomctinics in our:obedience in all theſe being 
rightly ordered, "HF | 

- Sometimes im our yery —_ wee may aske 
ligne and yet not bee ſaid to tempt God; 1 
meane, -not1n anill ſence,burtitis only to ſet God 
a worke to give us afigne, 

Firſt, If God offer usafigne, then God rakes 
itill if wee doe not aske it, as was the caſe of 4- 
haz, Eſay 7.10.t014-. Butbecauſe God intheſe 
dayes doth not ordinarily offer fignes, thcre- 

Secondly, We may pray fora figne when the 
neceflity of our callings require it, extraordinary 
callingsrequirecxtraordinary fignes,and ordinary 
anordinary figne in theſe dayes,/ AF. 4. 29,30, 
ſhew foorth fignes and wonders for the confirma- 
tionofthy truth, 2 Kines 213,14. Where is the_ 
Lord Godof Elijah, hee would ſee the Almighty 
Power of God that reſted upon Zlqah: And as 
for extraordinary;-{o aman may-deſite an ordi- 
.nary Hgne-to \confirme his 'ordinary calling. 
Natable is that Speech of David, many dif- 
couragements-hee had, hee wascalled ro a king- 
dome; but cvery man oppoſed him ; his calling 
was an ordinarycallingto ſucceed his Maſter in a 
place which hee was well firted for, but wanted 
aſignetoiconfirmeit to him; Pſalm. $6.17. Shew 
- #:token unto thy ſervant for good, that they who 
' hate me "may be aſhamed whenthey ſee it :- How 
ſhould David bee confirmedinthis « He knew 


heehadacalling,' but every man thought it 0- 
eres 2 eoten wo 
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thy ſervant for good: What an\exrraordindry 
one'? Nos, but ſuch an one asmight.confirme 
to him HiSealting tharkee had in hand, and ſoc, 
Pſalm.2t:11. By this I know that thou favonreſt me, 
becanfe mine enemies doe not triumph over me, If 


God preſerve him frony his enemicestharsatokeni 


to bim{ for good 5 let Godprote@t himand af- 
fiſt him, and guide him/ and inlarge him with 
gifts for his place, and thatis a token rorhinr for 

ood; andrhis is 4-lawfall demand of a token: 

aft as $amnel gaverto Sat, when hee wasrcalted 
ro bee king, a ſpirit fit for his calling came upon 
him, 1 $4. 10.9. atid this Saul mighthavepray- 
ed for, hee was a man fearefull' of rhat- calli 
vey. 22, hee ſaid; The worke was too mighty for 
bim + But if God'give anorher' ſpirit, 'hee tha}l 
thereby know hiscalling to it. 


And there is another figne; forthere are 7% 


forts 'of fignes - for ones ordinary calling, one 
more inward, ' the other more oatward;: in; ſome 
outwatd providence that beares witneſſe to that 
calling, ver.4: that ſhallbee one fignero him-:2 
ſtranger ſhall meerthce, and giverhee-twaloavs 
of bread, which thouſhaltreceiyeat his-hand, 2 
figne of cricouragement, the ſonnesof Belialf dif- 
couraged him, but thoſe whoſe hearts God: had 
touched followed Saul,pi26.” ' | 222109 281th 
| Nowin ficHa cafe asrhis' a man may agke at 
ordinary fignefor the confirmarion of an ordima- 
ry callin - PIER 15 oe $092 EY 
: Thih, Aman mayaskea figne to: confirme 
 himiin} his calfibg; v 09 ines na of 
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hold him z Gideon was doubrfull, bur defircs to 
have his faith helped by a figne,  7«dg. 6,36. to 
40, and God anſwers himraccording to: the de- 
fire of his heart ; | and when God ſhall caſt us into 
ſuch occafionsthatwee ſhall ſee neede of a ſigne, 
inregard ofthe weakenefle 6f our faith, and the 
neceifiry of our calling, orelſe becauſe God of. 
fers a ſigne, the if Faith bee diſcouraged ir is 
not totempt God to deſire a (igne, butto ſerve his 
providence, and to uſc his-ordinances,and to ſer 
him a worke forthe ſtrengthening ofus in our cal. 
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thought they ſhould not have enough for them- 
Re and'thcirs ; but ſaith God, pay them, and 
then proove mee upon that point, and ſee if I 
_ will not powre upon you a bleſſing rill there 
= =- roome 5 _ it which ſhewes that 
obedience is the onely way to'proſper : obey 
you, whar I command, and fanfic = 
name in my_ ordinances, and then ſee what I 
will doe y in thiscaſcamanmay lawfully prove 
what Godwill doe; bur this & noeutg fullf 
our luſts, but to pertorme the dutigg of our 
callings, to bee made inſtruments of Gods ſcr- 
vice in our places; eſpEially if my faith doubt, 
whether I ſhall bee inlarged orno, now proove 
God it he will not ſhow himſelfe for us. 

" Reaſon of the Point. Tt is atempting of God, 
becauſe this is a ſatisfying of their owne Juſts, 
and nor asked for the fullfilling of any will of 
Godin the dutigs of our callings,; but to har- 


den our ſelvesir ont” wabdeefe” If God refile © 


to. give them their defire, they' might well re- 
fuſe to belceve, and if hee-did give it them, 
then rhey would have matter to cavill at ;- Ge 
willis to give 'no' figne, bur to' or in- 
creaſe Faith; 'that was the firſt inſtiturion of 
ſignes, Exod. 4.8; Strange tounges are*ro make 
-men' belcevermore -ftirongly,' 1 Cir147 22; to 
ſatisfie' luſts is*incredulity, 2 Kizg. 20.8. to IT. 
LAnnaias hee to ſatisfie his coverouſneſle ; and 
Herod to ſatisfic higcuriofity, Lu#.23.8,to harden 
their hearrs in unbelcif,to trengthenthem intheir 
Fins z this is an cvill I, God. 


Fuſt, 


. 


mn J 


: 


— 
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., Firſt, Ir ſerves toreproove the Popiſh demands 
offignes from our Divines, they mightily preſſe 
upon. us. for fignes and miracles, they would 
have usto confirme our DoQtine and Faith by 
miracles;.. Now I would know but thus much of 
them; whether.if weeſhould ſhew them fignes, 
would they beleeve, or doethey notaske a figne 
tocxculerhemſclves from beleeving, and thar is 
amen luſts, angall ſuch demands, arc 
in our SHyours hearers: Though hee had done 
ſo many miracles among them, yet they beleeved 
not ow him, T0h.12.37. nor did they meaneto be- 
leevc on him : Nothoughone ſhould have come 
from the dead 3; though weecould' raiſe-up men 
from the dead ro tell fhem thetruth of the Reli- 
gion wee profefle, they would not. beleeve it. 
tis faid of many of the Jewes, they belceved 


3 


temptingsof God: Ir: was verified 


 Tobu h hee wrote no- miracle, 79h» :10. 41, 


43. and why cafinot they beleeve us, though we 
worke none, and the ſame exception they make 
gainſt Us, vas & _onigaeot the Scrrbes - 
wee ſpeake of our ordinary calling, they aske 
ah fn, is/our ſucceſſion from nx Primitive 
ems "3 avg _ —_ 
racles ; ſo they queſtioned ohm ; it his callin 
was ordinary; where was tis commiſon if = 
traordinary, where were his miracles: Whyhc 
healed many a blind ſoule,” and raiſed up many a 
ſoule from dceathto life, and fed ny 
pooreſoul, and were not all theſe great miracles; 
and ſoif God hclpe Proteſtant Miniſters te go 
1, F ort 


- 
- 


7.1 I 


foorth inthe power of Chriſt to heale ficke ſouls, 
and to/give light and life to dead ſpirits, and rg 
give them firength and power gi a boy the 
wayesof Gods Commandements. Is not hcere 
buodels of miracles ſometimes compad togethey 
in one poore Proteſtant Miniſter, - ; . | 
. This will ſerve to ſhew you a difference be. x 2, 
tweene a I Hypocrite, and an humble 
Chriſtian: A cavilling Hypocrite alwaies wants 
meanes to belceye and obey : Theſe heere in 
- the Texthad ſeene even now fivethouſand fedde 
with a few loaves anda few fiſhes, and why did 
they not then beleeve, why they wanted a gnc 
from Heayen ; they pretend that before, but 
they belceved not; becauſe they want a: figne, 
want meanes to belceye, and therefore hee cals 
themgaypocrites, it is a true ſpirit of an hypocrite, 
hee not, nor obeyes, becauſe hee con» 
ccives ſomerea{on tothe contrary, but an hume 
ble Chriſtian is of a quite contrary frame of ſpi- 
rit ; hee ever ſces _ _— mw. ay C- 
h, ground cnoughto belceve and obcy, he 
hath juſt reaſon todoe all that God calsfor :. But 
oh ! The hardneſſe of the heartof an hypocrite : 
If this beca figacof an hypocrite for a mantoca- 
vill ® want ws, mcanes The” jc pn 10 EIT 
and obey, then itis a ligne pf/ lincerity to » 
confeſle before God and our brethren that hee 
hath great cauſe to belecve all therruthes of God 
+ andallthe Pas Gon but a 9 of un- 
belecving heart, a ſtreight [pirit, and that grieves 
him to the heare ; hooklemeanor tray bur oe 
| 2 


— 


_——— 


Ifs for” his unbcleafe;. ſo! ſhall you obſerve 
fear ce who are' not yet in an / eftate- of 
prace, whoyerlive under meanes of grace, aske 

im why hee doth not belceve and obey : hee 
will conceive and ſay, the fault is ſometimes 
in God, and ſometimes in the Miniſter, if the 


* Miniſter would preich'fo or ſo, and ſometimes 


if the Sermon were more plaine, and ſome- 
times if more learned, and ſometimes a little 
ſhorter, hee would bezleeve and obey, ſome- 
thing is 'cver wanting ih the meanes, that God 
provides for us, and there is not enough in 
it tO bring vs to belceve, but if thy heart were 
honeſt and fincere thou wouldſt not finde faulr 
with God; bat thus an hypocrite puts 'God to 
ſhew foorth ſome extraordinary change in ma- 


ki ople ſuch as hee ſeldome makgy any, 
on rite mn ® 


thou wilt live no where but ſhilt rifti- 
ans many waycs failing, but God 'muſt ' worke 


miracles elſe you will not beleceve :' If all 


Chriſtians were ſo humble, and mecke and 
faithfull, and helpefull one to another, and ſo 
reJoycing one in another, then you could be- 
leeye; but if you goe from Barwicke to. Dover, 
and from one cnd of the carth to another, and 
it you ſhould ftaytill you ſaw all Chriſtians thus 
tempered, you ſhould ſcarceever beleeve,there 
may bee cauſe enough in vs Miniſters to hin- 
der you; but its doubtfull, had you - other Mi- 
nifters the Word would finde as little accep- 
ance, .and' therefore, lay not the faule-where it 
S'noc,} mane tiot ſo' much fault; as to os 
o l 4 C1?) © er 
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pars from bekeeving- nl obeying; bir let! 
the fault bee where ir will, © therei5/ino fault 
in God; ler usall fay; "this inearies: thit wee 
have is ſufficient, becauſe it ſerves'-other ' men 
to turne to God by; and'why nor you; other 
.nen.can/bee willing to/belety&'and- obey; and 
though there: bee! many failings in Mibiſters nd 
Chriſtians, yet they can ſee cauſe why: they 
ſhould: beleeve and obey, and therefore letnior 
the faule lie upon God, but learne with: feare and 
trembling to ſabmirrothe will and truth” of God 
in whatever he cals for. 
. Letitbee an uſe of difſwaſion to "OW 
tempting. of God, and 'of exhortarion,-to per- 
ſwade usto lay downe aence $3. of him ina: 
ny finnefull and hypocriticalt way; lay afide 
theſe Sadducean and | Phariſaicat deceits, meddle 
not with them, you ſee how much itproyokes 
God, hee. was wrath, becauſe they had remp- 


ted him, Pſal.78.18,22. and he ſwore they ſhould 


mever enter into bis teſt, Pſal.95 9311. and there- 
fore take heede how you tempt God, you ſay 
youdoenot; let mece- ſay, ro you; if any 
ſhall walke-in a way of diſobedience, /and iti a 
carnall eſtare, and bleſſe your” ſelves therein; 
and ſtill deferre thy repentance'to thy laſt ene, 
thou {fm puts: oa be wig pedante1 
 rraar atience day after day; y 4 
otcr «635g ow lohg\muſt' Goth > muff hee 
Kill reach foorth: a ſuchasno'man would 
extend towards any; take heed/it bee not nt jm 
agen! 'irv thecadsilCAnnanias ind Se- Fe 
0 3 prera 


'of you 


Ve: 3s 


——_— .. 


phiratried Godspaticnce till they were both ſud- 
Teay ck dead So there 'are many that live 
idly, and take no coutſe toprovide tor themſclys 
ortheirs, butthinke Godand friends will main- 
taine them; ſuch truſt; God beyond ordinary 
meanes, and tempt-him-to ſhew foorth an cx- 
traordinary power, -- And: other men there are 
chat make account they are grown ripe, and ther- 
fore will not pray nor heare z but when the Spi- 
rit moovesthem, and will not alwaicsattend up- 
onthe Word-; its for them £0 attend the Spirit, 
and notto depend upon the letter, and ſo deſpiſe 
che Meancs, it is a wretched rempring of God, to 
thinke God ſhould reath our: his Spirit co build 
up.men;inigood waics, and yetmen uſe no means 
to thatend, in hearing or prayer or conference; 
and if we ſtand delaying and' deferring with God 
till his Spirit. bec {o- provoked , that hee will 
never offer grace! more; [it will bee woe 'to 


It ſerves to teach(notwithſtanding) Gods own 
people; fincethere is akindofrempting of God, 
which.is holy and acceptable, wiſcly to ponder 
che differcnace of tetnpting'of God, that wee may 

makeulc of him when wee are called to it, and 
rhercforc i isto teach usin ſome caſes, with mo- 
ei ereſre and my an Hee fo on 
az.tq aske 84igpes and yt not 20: feare 'wee | 
_ bercjectedasHyporrites forſodoing : If God 
call us to an ordinary corny ;which himſelfe hath 
cv? bee and weefinde our hearrs feateful! 
Mucoficg:inſuchacaſe you ky pon 


depend on Gad, you may pray for fignes y 

that, as Elrſha in his exthiloedinary eatling Us: 
fires his Maſtcrs ſpirit: So manya Miniſter, God 
hath furniſht him with gifts, and the people call 
him out,bur he it may be through modefty is-ri- 
merous and fearefull to goe 6n inthe worke, why 
now ſay, Lord |heere is Flijahs profeſſion; a 
Miniſters calling ; but where is the Lord God of 
4h that ſhould now furniſh me witha ſpirit of 
wiſedome and knowledge and zeale, to fitme for 
this buſinefſe; fo a Magiſtrate, if God -pur the 
mantle of a Magiſtrateupon any of you; if you 
come with feare and trembling and diſtruſt: your 
owne ſufficiency, and aske for the Lord God- of 
thar calling, you may expe that God will give 
you another heart, you may ſay, Shew ſometoken 
for good unto thy ſervant, that 1 may bee keper and 

erved in my calling,'and enlarged and walke 
trobedicace therein; wee ſhall not now tempt 
him finnefully'; but in ſuch aca Gotrakes him- 
ſclfe wrought upon, -andthen heewillſhew forth 
his divinchand , Inall things we have occaſion 
to uſchimin; ſomecrimes men feare the loſſe -of 
wealth and honour and credit; ifthey ſhould walk 
in a way of cloſe obcedichce with God,” and. ſd-it 
nn ATT 
ro | 3 doc / proove 700, Al 

ſee ifhee wilted pory the windowes of Heaven 
toyouin ſuck « caſe: doe but prooye" God; if 
ou finde your hearts too weake, intreate 'God' to 


rengthen you, and waite upon him for the ac- | 
-  eotmp Hiſhemrat of fach vrorkiſes ax wheteln ne bory 
| at 
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| hathpromiſed helpe and aſſiſtance, and he would 
* then take it for a-diſhonour to his name if hee 
ſhould noranſwer youaboveall that you canaske 
or thinke for. | 
If God take it well when wee thus tempt him, 
andill, it, wee tempt him. in any prepoſterous 
manner ; letthisthen.teachus to take in good part 
if God ſhould rempr us.' God is willing to bee 
ſet a worke at ourtempring of him in a good man. 
ner... Why ſhould not wee /doe.the ſame, if it 
pleaſe Godtotemptandtryus, Gen.22.1,2.God 
tempted Abraham, and ſo Godtempts his peo- 
ple; and [leaves the Canaanites to tempt and to 
ethem,Dewt.13.3 1er.3,4. 7 
-- There isa double temptation God is wont to 
put uponall his ſeryants. - HLH 


Firſt, Make account theres no grace God hath 
giyen you, beet never ſo eminent, but God will 
take ſome time to proove.youinit, and how you 
may: imploy: it to Sheiz8mot. good ;.;God that 


gives talents will not have them pur under a buſh- 
ell; hee will onetime or otherput you to expreſſe 
the utmoſt ſtrength of your ſtrongeſt grace, whe- 
thevit be obedience, or faith,or paricnce,or meek- 
nefle,or love, or zeale; ſomtimes,indeed through 
the pride of a mans heart,and ſometimes by rea- 
ſonoftheunthankfull world, the beſt gifts in a 
manate ſmoothered,. and ſo they. reape. not the 
comfortof them. -. But otherwiſc,,if God give 
loſph in his fathers houſe a ſpirit of wiſedome 
nd goyernement, hee will, rake a time to. call 
hini to Pharwhs Court, P/a105.14. Iunins takes 
It 
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it for the word of etcrnall life, till the word 
was fullfilled the Lord Jeſys Chriſt tryed 76- 
fſeph with many exerciſes; but ſoſeph had many 
excellent gifts, and had hee alwaies lived in 
warning or rr had omar obſcured : So 
- tGod give you gifts, hee will put you to tryall; 
iris afrgne God accepts his people, if hoe take 
pleaſure to try their gifts. 
Sometimes againe, as God will try' them in 
their beſt gifts, and* honour himſelfe by chern ; 
ſo God ſometimes tryes the beſt of his peoples 
graces, that they may {ce their owne weakenef: 
ſes, wherein they are moſt ſtrong ; . God will 
have atime toglorific himſelfe, in ſhewingthene 
their weakeneſfe, in 'their beſt condition.” If 
Gods peoplefaile, it is intheir beſt gifts, - cſpe- 


cially if rrycd by ſmall gccafions z if wee be try-/ 


cd ingreat'occafions;”"God' will in af eſpecial 

manner affiſt usz/ butin aſmall rriall;"irſour grea- 
teſt gifts, commonly weefaile moſt; braham 
a manrof an admirable Faith, if putts tryall in fa- 
crificing his ſonne, hee-cartooſ® his fonne and 
the promiſes of life, and Chriſtinthem,then' he 
can hazardrhe lofſe of them all © God then ment 
torry him in his great Faith,” and' hee overcame; 
God rrycs him againe in the ſame"Faith, "I 7 
farre leſſe 'marter, inthe King of Zgyprs court; 
- though God had promiſed co. keepe hinn, where 
ever hee came; yer there was hee afraid: See 
how the faith of this Father'of the” faithful! 
warpesin a ſmall temptation, iti his grear Faith 
hee ſhewes- great IRIS Moſes the m_ 


2, 
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keſtman onthe Earth; yerimpatience) and want 
 ofmeekeneſle kept hini out of Canaan : So Peter, 
moſtzealous for Chriſt 3 and yer if hee meete 
with che tempration but of a filly Damſell, abaut 
the forwardneſſe of his Profeſſion, hee then de- 
nies that ever hee knew / Chriſt, 'and-{o in his 
greateſt gifts, hee | ſhewes his grearcſt weake- 
neflſe. 196, whole patiencewas admirable, yet 
waschiefly wanting in patience upon tryall : He- 
zekiah God lefthim to tric himz! in the bulineſſe 
of the. Babylonzan Embaiſadours,: and: there hee 
was lifted up, 2. Crop. 32. 31. When our tryals 
are great, then wee gather upour loynes to God, 
and thinke wee have much cauſcto draw neare to 
God, andto pray and to uſe all our faith and o- 
bedience, and then God mightily helpes us ; but 
in our beſt gifts, if God put us upon weake try- 
als and occaſions, wee commonly there faile, 
David a man 'after Gods. own heart,after Gods 
will, who followed Gods will in his whole 
courſe, refted. and relyed on: Gods will; and 
yet.cven David, ina ſmall tryall, when 2 ſmall 
temptation is {ct, before him, hee can Juſt af- 
xr another, mans' wife, and foe! failes in that 
wherein hee was mot excellent. Now 
erefore looke to. it,  fince God honours him- 
elfe' by. y@ur trying of him : | So if God, put 
ypu'ro any tryall, call you out' to 'uſe} all the 
: . and: graces . you. have :: Bce willing to 
erve Gods  PTINore. by ſuch' a _ and 
keepe your hearts humble,;that God may uſe 
you-to,; his advantage, andeake heede that or 
15y 4 ge 
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doe not then warpe moſt when you have leaſt 
_ - eccafion, but waite daily upon Chrift, that 
hee may ſupport you, that himſelfe may 
receive honour by and from you: 
When it pleaſes him to- call you 
to tryall, and..his truth and 
cauſe may gaine advan- 


tage by you. 
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MATT H,16.1,2,7, 

And be [did unto thetn, when it i evening, ye” 
ſay ir willbe fair weather for the 5kie is red, 


Sj]Ec now cometo ſpeake of the third 
#4 Point from theſe words, and the 
i! Doctrine is this, 

| => \ oo That topretendmore ignorance, or 

ST) wncertainty in deſcerning the ſignes of 
the times, then the ſignes of the weather, is meere— 
Hypoeriſie. 

Top Hypeccites you can diſcerne the face of the 5hie , 
you can rell,at leaſt have a neare geſfe by the co. 
lour of the sky in the evening, what weather the 
next morning will be, and by the morning whar 
weather the day will be, but can you not 4ſterne 
the ſignes of the times: a _ſigne therefore that rhey 
areno berterthen Hypocrites, who are better ac- 
quainted and able ro diſcerne the 'ſrgnes of the 
weather then the ſignes of thetimes of cheir viſi- 

Now giveme leave; firſt to open you, whar 


2 — 
-— - << 
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Chriſt meanes by the ſignes ofthe times. 


2.Whatare thoſe ſignes of the times, which de- 
clare mento be hypocrites for not diſcerning, - 
3. Why itis ſuch a worke of hypocriſic, 
4. The uſes of whatis delivered. 
For the firſt; for the ftenes of the times, that (in 
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aword)istheeviucs marke of 


Lord Jeſus: Chtiſt, who now came to viſit und 
redceme his people, according to Simeon fons'; 
noW is thetime ot their viſitation by Chriſt, from 
whom they defireda'fizne from Heaverr that 
they Toig hr know this was he. The ſameis men- 
tioned, Zak 19.41,t. our Saviour wept over 
Hieri/alem, and ſaid, 0h that thow bad# knowne_ 
the day of thy wiſiration; but now they art hid" from 


thine eyes: becauſe they did not know rhetime of 


their viſitation, therefore their caſe was' miſera- 
ble, that was the time of their peace, the time 
_ wherein God offeredthem termesof reconcilia! 
tion and attonement with Gad.;that'sthe firftrime, 
the time ofrheir peace. 017 
Now what were thoſe ſigns of the rimes, for 
want of diſcerning of which, and yet being able 
ta difcerne the fignes of the weather, on SHY 
our argues them ofmeere hypocriſie; on 
. There are three or foute fighes'of theſe" times 
of thcir viſitation, which had they noy'bin wil 
lingly blind; they could nor burhavelcene. - | 
Firſt,the time limited of their viſiratioh waSftrow 
accompliſhed;ſo asrhey could not butſce it: The 
times forc-told bfold by the Prophets, .and that 
limiced time being now come to'2 period; | 7acob 
had: told them upon his death-bed; Geneſ. 39.10. 
The Scepttr ſhall not depart' from Tadah wor 4 Law+gr- 
ver from betweene his feete untill $h#0b come, and 
\wnto hins ſhall the gathering of the robe, ee ; that 
time was tiow expired, _ Scepter was "Ree 
| 3 


x of thetimes 
and«ſeaſ0ns;' the. 'day of their Viſitation by the 
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from lugdy/, and was, in the dominion of Hered, 
and the Law-grver was taken away, the Romene_s 
Empi v0 poll and ruledasie-pleaicd them. 
Shilah therefore now muſt needs bee come, for 
God fore-told, they ſhould not want ſoveraigne 


authority among themſelves till he came. 
7 04508 time, bat-under the ſame head of 


figncesof times fore-told and now cometothe pe- 


riod is that yourcade of in. Das,9:24,27. The 


ſeventy weekes were determined unto the city and pes. 
, 


ple of \ 2 #8 bring #n- everlaſting righteouſueſſe_ ; 
rheſe ſeventy weekes were now'accompliſhed by 
their account,and accordingtothe truth, and this 
was another ligne of the time, 

. OY! Anotherſigne of the times was cer- 
taine Propheſies, of what ſhould accompany the 
eMeſfiah his comming and what himſelfe ſhould 
doe Os ONES: lt yay fore-told that. God 
would [cnd Elyah, or one n the power and (þirit of E- 
op _ and hee Peuld turns ray ties 
the Fathers tothe children, &c. eMal.a. 5,6, and 
that hee would ſend his Meſſenger before bims, M1 al. 
3.1. andthat was John Bartift, AMatth.11,cto0,14. 
Now John was'come already, and they did to 
him whatchemſclvcs thought good. It was fur- 
therprophecicd, that inthedayesof the CArefiah, 
The. feet of the lame Lhnld Skip, «nd the month of 
the dumbe. ſbould be opened and the cares of the_ 
deafe ſhould heare,8c,” Eſay 35-56. Why you 
eade, Hth.11,5. atthe ſametime when they 
.cametohim, hee had cauſed.the blindts ſee, and 

the deaf joheare,&c.and ſo hadaccemplifhed "_ 


| 


T 
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| hee hag fore-prophecied ſhould bee done, 


| Thirdly; Another figneoftheft time"of vift-* - 
tation by the Meſſrah was, ' in'thar it pleaſed God! 
toafſiſt Chriſt, as none of all rhe Propliets'evers 
; wrought before, 7ohn 15:24. Such miracles as 
never man wroughr,a ſigne therefore," when chiey* 
_ comeroaskeaſigne from Helven, and' ſee ſich 

fignes in him, as was never wrought before; at 
leaſt not by any intheir owne name and Rrehgth ; 
for themnow to aske hima ſigne, was/ aft argit- 


ment of grofle hypocriſie. 

Fourthly, Anoether ſigne obthe tithe of their 
vifiration,which if they had not. beene' willfully 
blinde, and had had any diſcerning of the'wayes 
of God, they'could nor bur have feene;” and thar 
was that all the children of wiſdome juſtified' our 
Saviour, and followed him, and depended/ upon 
his mouth, planted the ſtrength and ſtay of their 
falyarion, and redemprion in him, M4#th. 11.19. 
and that was a figne to them, when judgement 
ſhould bee turned into righteouſneſſe, Pſali 94:35 
the judicious and right ordering of ap wayes, 
when that apy to be righteous 3 the' upright 
ſhall ſce the wiſdomeof God init; andthe com- 
mon-people' themſelves ſay, when” they 'faw 
Chri on widdowes fonne from death 'to 
life; D\ e, faythey , «great Prophet is come 

among ft us, and Corkth viſited hu people + theſe 
wercevident fignes of the times oftheit viſieation, 
all bare witnefle tothe grecious words that came 
out ofhis month, andgave oP themſelves 'to: bee 
raright by tim; theſe wereall evident 'fignes m_— 
7.7 plain 
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laine tobe diſcerncd :| Nechodemus ſaid, Wee 
Loo thou, at. « teacher ſent from God, Tvhn 13.2. 
for no man. could doc thcle things:<xcepr God 
were with him; and it was not onely cvident, bur 
certainc and ſure, for 2 Pet. 1.19. they had a ſure 
word of prophecie forit, andithey ſaw certaine and 
ſurexccompliſhments of what was forc-prophe- 
cied. Sothat-it was evident withour all exceprian, 
and..all of them ſuch fignes of ſuch matters as 
nearely. concerned; them, to have reſpett unto; 


butrhe fignes ofthe weather, is, but conjeRurall, 


and many times failes, ;and when they doe not 
faile they are not ſuch evident figncs ; but that 2 
plaineor wiſe man maybe 1gnorantof them, and 
ſayzhey were both cenatneandeyident, yet doc 
agt ſoncarely concerne, us, as the knowledge of 
the: ſignes- of: our viſitation. for our cvcrlaſtiog 
PEacc. 11} 943 B54 | 

. Naw.inthe next place toſhew.you why this is 
fuck o-igne of Hypocrific, that men ſhould bec 


 Morewea wiſe, then-walc to ſee theeftare of 


their. awa ſouls, and ſhould be better able to dil- 
cernethefe obſcure things and uncertain matters, 
they plainand moſt neceflary things, 
7 Jr israken from the: compariſon of theſe two 
truthes together; theſe truthes of the ſignes of 
the-weather,. are. but conjeQura}} and, obſcuyc, 
wher lcf{onecellary foraman to beeac- 
| with: Theſc truthes, concerning the 
_ «wn ripe arc - EF evident, 
moſt proficable and neceſſary.to bee knowne: 
now fora;mantg be aptto beeslalled in the wb: 
UELJ ener, 


ther, in matters more unfafe and obſcure, and to 
pretend more $kill thereſn, then in matters that 
are more evident and certain,and more neceſſary, 

is plain hypocrifte. 
_ » Foralittle to ſpeake to theſe things. 

Itis true, many times it fals out when theſe 
ſignesare given inthesky, thata red cvening, a 
bright cleare, is a figne of a faire day the next 
day; burthe reaſon of this, is neither ſo evident 
to every eye, nor alwaies ſo ſure, nor ſo evident 
and certaine, butirt may faile. 

The beft reaſon given, that I meete with in 
this caſe is et wr ng _ the clouds "7 the 

ening 15 a ſ1gne,t ,of the rarietyor thinnes 
«ry was.Jons iD hich theſe clouds ie” wad istho- 
rowly pierced by the beames ofthe Sunne, and 
eaſily ſhed or driver , and fo the matter of 
foule weather is remooved : The cleere bright- 
neſſe ofthe cloud in the evening is a figne that 
the cloud is rare and thinne, and the body of the 
cloud picrſed thorowly, by the beames of the 
Sunrne, whenee ir is that the marter or cauſe of 
foule weather is difcipated. And fo for a reaſon. 
of the other; If the morning be red and lowring, 
youſay itis a figne of a ſtormy day : So alſo I 
ſay, the reaſon of this is not cafte for cyery man 
ro diſcerne, but theſe menreſolve upon the con- 
clufion, whether they know the reaſon or no. 
Butthe reaſons I mecte with in natureare theſe in 
this caſe; they ſay, there is fomeraricty in ſome 
part ofthe clonde, bur inthar it is cloudy, it 1s 
«ae RON 0 24 c _ 

the 


— 


— a —— — 


the Sunne, beames can readily pierce: through; 
and therefore, becauſe of the heavineſle [of the 
matter, the Sun beams cannot drive thoſe clouds 
4way, nor are able of a ſuddentodiſlolve and 
diſcipate them into winde or-raine z-bue in time 
they make account winde and raine will: follow : 
butthe clouds being lowry and fad , ſhew-an 
eaſinefle inthe clouds, nowto diſſolve themſelvs 
and to water the Earth, andin the-cnd will: burſt. 
foorth into rainc and winde. that day., 
"Now firſt, neither of theſe reaſons is certatn- 
ly evident, and every man thatobſerves themto 
bee evident, yet findes themnor alwaics cenain: 
Andthoſe that are beſt able tofdiſcerne the rea- 
ſor, and the naturall, cauſes, are not able.to ſay, 
that event hath and will alwayes follow ; bur 
both theſe may fall ſhort of an anſwerable ſuc- 
ceſſe ; for though eveningclouds be red, and fo 
rhoſethinne clouds likely robe waſted ; yet who 
cafitell, butrhar the Sunne may gather up new 
clouds, from the other fide of the Heaven, be- 
fore it riſe to us in the next morning : and if it 
draw thoſe vapors after it, as many times it doth, 
wee may then: haye il] weather. Aad againe; 
ſuppoſe the morning doe looke red and louring, 
as many times it doth, -and therefore by reaſon 
the Sunne cannot pierce the clouds wholly 
through, itis likely to breake foorth into winde 
or raine before noone or one of clacke that day; 
yet it many times fals our thatthough clouds bec 
red and louring in;the moraing,-and of ſuch an 
heavy weight,chatthe $un cannot peirce Ghrough 
"| > 0 
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ſo ſoon 3s it riſeth, | but yet by:that time the Stn 
is high, and the beames fall more dire-' 
Aly upon the clouds; and ſo conſequently: beare 
moreſtrongly upon them ; it comes to paſſe thar 
before noone the Sunne hath picrſed through,and; 
ſcattered the clouds,” that you have faire-weather 
aftera louring morning. This is evident+ih ot- 
dinary experience, ſo that there. is neither ſuch 
ſure, evident, unalterable truth- in theſe things, 
nor ſuch evident plainneſle, as theſe Phariſees per-; 
{waded themſclves there was in them. --- 

But ſuppoſe theſe ignes of the weather did e- 
ver follow, and the reaſons were-eyident ; yer 
notwithſtanding,-neither the-fignes of the wea- 
ther; nor the cauſes of them are of nch neceſfar 
conſequence, as that a man ſhould buſte, himſelfe 
with the obſervationof it; orthe ſtudy of the rea- 
ſon of it, forall the: uſe-of-it;; is bur. for :what-a 
mai ſhould doe; that day; and:ayman; that hath 
bufinefſe, will not bee hindered by: the-face of 
thesky, and whateverthe: evening ſhewes, yet 
hee reſolves his buſineſle nexe-morning, and. if 
hee be-croſſed, :ir-is-pot greatly. matauall, with 
bini./ Burfora'man when hee hath the ſignes ot 
the timesſer before himz/ for a'man then. not.to 
know the day of higviſiration, this being. a; mat- 
ter that ſo:nearcly cangernes himy upon-which 
his eternal weale' or woe depends,: not: to. know 
this, a matter ſo neceſſary ,f0 eaſy robe diſcerned, 
ſo dangerous to be negleedsfora man.not to doe 
this; Suiedfignchiohae CN IRIS 
crifie, hethinkes he NOTED = 
a A ; 2 | 


. 


ſonle before God, hee hath no underſtanding, 
0 you Hypoerites! Tt isthe nature of hypocrifie to 
bee vety quick fighted in poinrs of narnre, bur 
yery dull and heavy in marers of Religion and 
grace, ow children, Ter.4..22., Ln. 16.85. The 
children of this world are wiſer in their generation 
then the children of the light ; but in things pertai- 
ning to God they are blinde and ignorant; the 
natureofhypocrilis isto be exa@t and curious in 
ſmall matters, 'Matth 23:23. butin more weigh- 
ty matters ofthe Law, about their everlaſting c- 
ſtate, they are therein blind : nortto bee able to 
diſcernefpirituall things when they are manife- 
ſted tous in a ptain and acleere figne; this is groſſe 


Co 

| —- Anotherreaſon for which-our Saviour juſtly 
taxes theſe men of hy ES. Wn a 
man'pretends want of light in his-underftandin 
and *ment hs. ap re oegenK: 
ſubjeAMlon of his will to the thing ſet before him ; 
they preteng want of hight in the judgement, 

ey wonld have the judgement convinced, thar 
this was the Ceſiah ſer from Heaven. Now 


nrand under- 
nding, no 
did, eff 
(ed Denoetae pd 
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butallthe hinderance lay in the wilfullneſſe of 
cheitawac hearts, they were not willing to be- 
leeve. ON p 4s Md 37 APR is 


this, that they are more ready to lay the favle of 
unbelcefe upon God, nor giving them ſufficient 
helpcs,theo uponthenelves, who ha& means e- 
nough to leave them without excuſes 'fora'man to 
charge upon God, the cauſe of unbeleife, to pre- 
tend kee could belceveit hee had a ſigne, and a 
ſigne can onely be:given by God, and they fay, 


ye belecye :not, becauſe God pives theminor 
u 


ent meanes of belcife:"this is the frame of 
the ſpiritof hypocrifie, ro:tax God for want of 
mcancs of Faith to beleeve, which if they ha 

they pretend they! would make nfſe of, wherei 

God was not wantingto give then aboundance 
of meancs, Ton 12.37% though he had wi; 
fo many miracles among them, yet they belee- 
ved not-a {ignez': God -was'not wanting 'to cot 
vince them of their unbeleite, yettt 'beleey: 


may learne every foule 


ofthe times of our-viſitation'; As cyer wee defire 
to have any ceſtimony .of the truth and' fincer! 
of aur owne hearts, as wee defire notto bee 'up- 
| braided by the Lord Jeſus himſelfe our 'Saviour 
2nd; ys . A IPL 


\ be well ac fignes of the times 


| acquainted with the ie 1 
of our viſation, and'much more and berter,then 
bn TI” Wag" 
Tfelfh 3 m 
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Another argument of hypocriſie in'therm was Reaſon 3. 


feof ts, 7/e 1. 


"much: Pre irke and gricye-our Saviour,\ Takes 
19:41 542 (Hee wept OVEer- Hieruſalem, becauſe ſhe 
knew not the day of ber viſitation:  Asif bee ſhould: 
_ lay; .Kwereacalemoſtlamentable and fir for a- 
- --- ever wiſhtpoore. Hietwſalews well, to .de- 

it, Fbb nets: * isamoſt la mentable 


ys at \perſons and places 
SD OT their viſkration; 
hee Se doenot:know ſuch a time, 
is ict ate pro hypocricie, andafore-ruuner of cer- 
EY $0 1:37 qaerethy fore-run- 

and calamiry by ; 

wo gb conc oftiic y'thar ſyre that 
Churct calamityisneare,' that krjows 
ronthedoyo of his viſitation rakesnot knowledge 
c AContdradcrnbinegtachs Iris ever 
a4 ny ch ts Sar manslamentableatid ut- 


terruine, i,whenamansfriendsandall that know 
bilhs nay Ge rand weepe overihim;(hee knowes 


otth his bappincile, /andnow we Eand 
Iddav 7207 10 0221 
ow becauſc this 04> | + AAA ori: 


\\ DYES 2,,and.yet I doe 'notaffe@ cnriofiry;! yer 
thin ESC 5 Saniouc would -imply-foracthing 
12comparing. the fignes of /rhe- time; and the 
Ig0cs.9 ts nn Angd'God having 
allymade thigworldto be a-mappe and ſhad- 

v ob che (piritvall eſtare'cf che foules'of men : 
oregivemelcave: tor the better diſcerning 
ot things 18 this kigde;;' learne wee to diſcerne the 
lignesofgur owne times; for the of the 
wether in Rn Yo rae corpe- 


e124 {Z! riſon, 


Tilda Ind thacmre entiaine gn 
the weither to whith a tart thay 
ſtare of his owne time and ſeaſon, | '' 1. 

"Thereare 3;0r 4 ſcaſoris and tiiries'6f viſcui. 
on, which ir bechooves Chriſtians to khownrlbiem 
well; as they wouldavoid'the inipſritioriof by: 
rig c and prevent danger of calamity. /''” 

Firſt, There be times and fi ignes 'of times: T; 

race offered, 'thatis, the times'in which: God vh 

men with offersof grace; 2 ©& 5.1 

Secondly, There be times and fignes TO 
of gracerecciyed, and it is a very needfull thing 
to know the time and figne of it, -' ' 

'  Thirdly,There be alſotimes arid figris gneoftipi 
of graces decaying and withering, - 

Fourthly,there be ſignes ofcimes of judgments 
removed,and of mercies breaking inuponus.”'* 

Fiftly,there be alſorimes of judgemeitsthreat- 
ned,and (ignes of theit breaking in ipon'us! * 1 

All theſe Chriſtians ſhould be well acquainted 
with, and if not; youſce it is taxed by ou Savi- 
our of palpable hypocrifie, 7 \ (A 301 

Firſt; (becauſe J wouldgo'no furcherth 
' Text) Sec it as in the face ofthe-$ky, God h 
laied downe a right obſervation of the Cur: of 
our viſitation: How ſhall T diſeernerthe -of 
the times of the viſitarion of my/owne fouls; 'fot 
grace offered ; thatthisis the rimethat \Godoffers 
grace to my hoarr, that ) doenot out-fi irmy time: | 
How ſhall ] know'it?' How'doe you $rnga 
that God cals you to yourbufinefſe, ' to wlke 2 / 
bout the durics of you particularcalligg: by He 


ſame 


par© the'e 


T ET | 


ans may ang in when God _ you to = 

rs of. grace; the: Apoſtle gives us 

par vos me in this kinde, - Rom. 12.1 1,12. It « 
high time now far 1s t0 awakeout of ſleepe ; how doth 
hce know that? why thenig ws arre ſpent and 
 theday isat hand; aman phos his time to riſc, 
hee will fer ſhame get up, whenthe day breaks 
andthe Sunne arifcs, andſhines in at his window. 
And igit.not hightimefor a manto awake out of 
the darkneſle of ignorance, andthe {lcepeof car- 
nall ſecurity, when the light of the be.Goſpel! 
thines cleerly, andthe Sonne of Righteoultelle 
ariſes with healing in his wings, and ftares into 
minds and canſ{ciences, = will not ſuffer us 

to {leepe, but will ſaforceablyemer in, that wee 
cannot but ſec and heare and bee conyencd, un- 

4.07% wee will be wilfully blinde: when the day 
dawnes andthe day far arifes in our hearts, is 
irnot naw-zime; ©: File, 2 Pe, 2,19, The Lav 
waz «light,butir was ina Lanthorne,orina darke_ 
place, and was nt eaſily diſcerned, but in the end 
the day ſtarre ap hs. pena: that, is the- preaching and 
LPN: the Galpell, and the Sonne of 
ightequſneſle cloſely followesthe preaching of 

: Gofpell, and fo diſpla pad PATIOS him- 
evenas the Sunne ff the day ſtare ; 

iris called the Shephcards ſtarre, the day ſtarre; 
and ſo this ftarxre of the: Goſpell is the Shep- 
heards ſtarre; the Miniſters arc ftarres when they 
ariſe with cleare and pure ions of the 
Goſpell, and warty Mp cof in the fa- 
m_ hearts of the ſonnes of men : Chai 
m- 
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EA Golloyes clolc-the' pure miniſtrarion 'of 
his Golpetl, andthat's the day of falverion; the 
very figne of the time of grace offered, the time 
when the Gay farreariſes, if a man diſcerne not 
that to be his time, and putir off from this time 
ty that, thov knoweft not how ſoone this day 
ſtatre'may be/taken away; andthe' Sunne wrapt 
up io a'cloude; and then” mayeſt thou-goc farre 
enough*to ſccke'the hke offers of - grace, 'that 
heere thod hadſt diſperieed afd never findecheing 
and thetcforeit'behooves merito rake noticeof 
the fignes of the times of their viſitation :' Arſe 
my Love, my Dove, and come away, Cant. 2.10. 
to 13. whence muſt ſheecome? 'from eh6 Babi- 
Joniandarkenieſſe; 'why fo; whar-is'the figne ''of 
her time to/ ariſes For the” winter is pai? and 
the Spring drawes on ; the raint & over, the flow- 
ers appeare in' the earth ;"'tht' tinve\ of 'the ſinging 
of 01745 "15 gpme; and thi oye" df thr Turtle is 
heard in our land, 8:6, "CAviſe my faire "ont and 
come away ; See how hee prefices her'againe and 
againe and now to ariſe, and now it is thetime 
of Her viſicition' 2nd offet 5f-grace;®wheti the 
winter is paſt; wheh the'colanefſe and darkes 
nefſe of ignorance afid' ſecurity and f{tperſtition 
is paſt; and whenthe birds'begin"to-fing, 'dnd 
the voyce of the Turtle. js he 4 bird fatmons 
for mourning 'after' her mate z ' whey the time 
is come; 'thart God tirtes' up: his Prophets 'in 
Indah, argv eggs cores and others Rnd 
Min Ae es ine he's mookgekin ah "or 
e23V5 1 = 
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he ee _ 


the good of. the people ,;and Chriſt, mourning 

for: waniN: is Spore aodfarthe moaning ot 
mens -hearts,..and for the-converimn of 
the. people;, and- wooing, x; ops alluring them. to 
come-home untohin z;; henthis.is heard in zbc 
Land, 'chereisthe Gre of aſpring; lone (e's 
godly pas "PG 0080:the,waycs 0 


hopetull ſpringing buds ari- 

oro windy vt Eryants; ,. This, is'one 
ligne 'ofthorime ofgurviſitation, when God be- 
ginoesthus to; ſhine upon, us, by;the light, of his 
Nba, and the hath 0 bis Spirit, ang 
@. our hearts,. and yer, wee love 

ay Y andwilldraw, about [us the.curtaines, of 
garnall fecurity,, -and of ourgwnelyſts;.; Now. it 


is hightime ta-awako; O yee Hypocrites,, can 
rarely +t0,ariſcinche morning; and, when 
HBO hy baſineffe,, agd to. tire. your 
(hrs thow your abours, gad cangot you. rcll 
Whenit istime ny ont ofyaus blinde, caur- 
oh pap ing yen-ſo:many Yeaxes t9: 


amggiAs oh gi be 21818 » 01] VG!) *? 
Tho wond dime ih acs of-che times of 

grace. received,an tha. is. eee any,mans 
knowledge, toknow rhetime,,-when God hach 
robe hs po i ealpectio the frame of 
\ ing faige weather; whep the 
cum a= you Q pleawillh fa re WeArher; 
ts an this'c "3 Gad, have 
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ibis n Evident 
ws he foal) = "0 
0' lift up 'my #; 


God 'T a9 t- 


14 fo Freaven : 
ea Go hag done all thoſe great things 
for them, God hadgiven' thema nl ne his Ta- 


beriizge, and had piven them a brembiiig time, 
and yet how againe they hive returned to &vill : 
now ſayes hee, 1 am aſhamed and bluſh to 0 lift up 
mine eyes to Heaven {OE&rato.2:There is hope of !ſ- 
ratl theres hope of Reformation; when God'gives 
his people hearts to'bluſh'for"ſhinhe forallthe 
evils they have done in” his 'Gght; a fighe'Ggd 
hathan intendment to doe them- good ; 'when'a 
man bluſhes and ſhames for ſin;itis a Ggne that'he 
erieves forir as it is, vileand filthy ;, 'n6t 35" itis 
daiigerous to his ſoule or breedes honour ts his 
conſcience, for that aman more feares, then he 
is aſhimedof : when a man is aſhamed" of finnc 
inthe preſenceof God, heeblaſhesat ir, and his 
heart is confounded tn hit? for” whar Hee 'hath 
done,' ler. 31.18,19. 1 am tvjifounded kd aſha- 
med, becanſe 1 aid beart the reproach of "my 6 og 
Whe therefore' it-pleaſes Gyd'to Ag 
bluſhing ſhame; forthat hee Sole ti ed hong 
 and-underſtabd folittle;' ſees ſo mably cxtimples 
of Picty ahd 'Godlinefle before him; and Hhirm- 
{clfe ſo firinefall, and is inwirdly/#ſhamed; *and 
Cn $0004 -- ab there's re egher 
ee {7 T Fir, Tr Fe. $49 © 

, there 4s faite Wetter poieath 
coaghtt redelogis86 Hiutap intheeve- 


;, # of a' mans 
| Vitgofaminsdaycs, if in - ag fe 


weather - | 
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—Ife, _—_ ba pieced with ſhame; pl 
rene, +0f his © 
'God,-anc unworthy dealing wth God; that be 
ſhould pur Godeo, ir, co waiteupon him fo long; © 
iftherebe then theſe, red.clouds. of bluſhing, ir 
is agood ligne of an happy .mojning of epſorgs: 
ion in-another world ;.,0n the other fide, if as 
agar) fukin eb they were not atall aſhamed, 
they could not bluſh for all the cvils. they. had 
done: therefore.faith. God in the day of F their 
viſitation they ſhall: fall, and, rever riſc againe; 
theres a figne of .foule weather, when men 
. are, convinced of finne, . and yet.cannot bluſh up- 
,on ſuch occaſions as Fees hey. fhall fall and 
FEſo Moree /;i:'75) }, 
 But,as a ſecond fiene of faire weather, i it. was 
.you heard, if the cloudes. werethinne, . and-the 
ht. brames of rhe Sunne, had. throwly picr- 
cedand inflamed them, fo thargo longer thick- 
inefſe and- darkeneſle. was remaining, the 'Sunne 
wouldſoondiſparch them away ; but, whcn the 
ky. is,red and lowring, there is a figne, of fqule 
;weather,, becauſe the Cloudes.were roo maſkee, 
20 weighty andh heavy, to, be remooved,” and 
- of, that, 1 am apr to, thinke . Chriſt 
"womle; give us ſome lighr. for, interpretation of 


[this word, (by,a. ;\word the. ;Evangelif . feemcs 


15Y y;10; rhis, pains; in, what, [Your xead in 
the like 'caſe, concerning the young man, 1n 


the-Golp I,.hee, comes to, Ghrift in, ah, bs 
26...and cAfark Fe: 
Ea er I (once coÞFo 46 
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T chai Tobah & 110 Wine Wd loud bimi, 
there was bliſhibf\ colourrsf ——— 
. 4ndhadhe comeon = beche 2''brighr- c 
and had 'beene my pierced;land? enfla- 
med with the beames Chong love, #8ee had 
Had oo Bgterer ery, ati& in another; 
bit hee. could not! yeeld ro-all- tha was lied 
downe befote Hirty,"there was too/mueh thick 
neſſe- itnh-his- hetrt's and the ſane! word:ufed 
heere'for lowting is there uſed, ako 25 
Hee was {ad at that ſaying, in the Originali"it 
is, cuyrdges, and ſo"1t'4s ſad and" lowritig;” hee 
was 12dew with a'deale of thickncfſe;}-fyeh: as 
-would not ſuffer him/16 yeeld"t&1Chyift7 Sue 
hee? poes' awdy"lowring ;* —_——— 
comes to this, thar-the beames' 6Pthe® brizht 
light, and Sunnefſhine' of the Goſpel! ines 
ew the hear; wid Hee'willſtt Hinfſelfets this 
duty, and rothit,” biit'in the e8d” Hee0confes 
bo meetc witly fomerhing that'is k tkdle't6” un. 
 Iweildy/forf him,-arid then it*cotlie#ro #9145 
there will be :a-ſtorme thar'dey ; arid therein. 
ot faith 68y! Sayiout/20 how hard # WP rmich 
ian to entry Tht6 the kingdome of Heaven $56 | 
that you may eafily ſee what/a Fearfall ſtorme 
pales upon ſuch/#"ſoule hat*hath 2" TH 
Yeliſtance th of why 


TIE Tn, 
be nr inthe' nd M 1 
wp bt *. 
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ſhall falleurid poeutrartys, ea: dowat's bio, 
ie-when whe-ſonle ane = 


there 1s: ng to; doe ar 32 but, hee ig 
ready to-dog, and ſuffer; 1 45g 3s-\in-him. a 
biſhiog, Four ſbarae—pt -ſinge: commited, 1,and 


thete- is no wraſtling; nos firugliag againſt 'the 
waycs-of Gods gracc z but whatever light ;the 
Lord td-leſupnlends, hee: is! pierced, through with 
igyatdgwhen: then, al: miſts atc-: remooyed 
dr ar Wick Furr; veaher then | FONVAVNE 
On! 910 ven) TRE 

251A, third-lagne of the time of our "villeationss 
in reſpect afÞrhi fighes ofthe decayes of gtaweh 
1graee How may 1 kaow :that: grace is de- 
-orithar graces; growingy, and there is 
_orgorhoth + [01829 503 T80T 5 
Hirſty.You knqw lit is,a8auſe of Karkening 

ge if there -þe-an tineerpoſition; of, the 

= 0b he; Barth betyygene: the: Sunnc.) and 
itz, and 


is cauſei of che-ecclipſe of the Sun, 

©,;body; of the; Moone is interpoſed 
ſer he Sue ard the Earthi; vin 2n 
n&\ ligne'of.ithe decay; of: grace in avy, 
when. carthly things: begin tq take place inthe 
hean;of a :2nan;-when a mani\fers his heart up- 
pay thiegs, whea ;they,| came betweene 
4: -and/ he Lord {Neſus: Ghiift; the 
ry ent is Flip 


and fmore, 
= of 


Po cale, 
NED it of his greet 
ls ' : A 


broken, 


broken; when any ——— 
oy <luft Hear wills -aH& oyer 
cho beſt ted of therword i 4 aitttſs tt! 
wholly darken the” beſt hypoetites3-un&>iit 
dams pp-Gods peoples:graces-execedrely,: us 
in-rſpetof'the'eares-of this:wortd yiF amen 
GIG Fer-dpon \theſe}ras thr tee ah not 
joy whe chings: efxtits 1 9>the Dordizand 
Werehs! Lord; and fforfi'the Lotd/'barttooſes 
God-irthe creattre2"HifF a-man: Igoſei' Chrift fn 
the|Hononts-ant pleaftres| of this wartkditherd 
is an ccclipſcerowards and # is 'atriady* beoukt 
grin onthe: other ſide; If a 'mrary have and 
an: heart to heav things,- that 
the ewes of venare fot try Parry 
light of the Surme'is ſhinirg? por! tinr;\Hr 3s 
ar evident figne ofthe increaſe'6f 'pface z when 
doth the Moone! incteaſe2!'is it:nor2when' the 
is gathering towards the Sunne; andche beames 
of the 'Sunte!dot'elemvely raft themſelves ups 
en the Moon, and'the-nearerſhe gathers tothe 
Sunne, ſhe pathers/ and) yen and 
more it-light ;- Me Heceen, np ts 
open to the dewes of Heaven, andthe? — 
beames of *the' iSunne, is not cheni mo frbi ite- 
full, ge 53-31; Theſe were influences of the 
ſorin Sars;nheorift dara oþ ES 
Auturnney'andithav bring ſweet” 
when! the! Earth iy Ram gby: 
ven; ———— oft Chned/he 
owes warme:and it; 'nd-f5/beromes 
h pleaſurceble'bad wroficablet ($HwHeh the 
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word:-of God: Cwhich:the Holy, Ghoſt; com- 
2540 theſe: ſweet 'influgneess. Dewt #3224} 
a man comes tothe-wond; arid} findes;char 
theiſweere influence of the Spiritthere' is or re+ 
ſtrained nor ſtraighrned;, bucche word drops like 
Hlenwennd et nents Joulengnd thar/vpon all 
the parts of his lowe.and-body, as being pen to 
receiver; graceis ſpringinggow, and the fruics 
thereof i5growing up-in;bis foule; and ie will 
thrive:more and moxe,; Whembee ſecs the face of 
Gariſtio.che Goſpel lite-ls Gans/ormed into 
the Image of Chriſt, 2-Gor: 34.38 arid bee goes 
on:from. one glorious grage-untoanother, when 
there is nothing lics berwecne:a; mans; ſoule and 
Heaven ,itsa-wander to ſeetheftrange growth of 
it, etherwiſe itzhocaſe Randy as yourcad, Levit, 
2619, when thekeaven isas.yrop, the Earth 
will foppebe as braſſe,) when the icatt þeginnes 
to;feele I :ia;G9ds holy-and purc ordi- 
NgnCeSs,! wing of-lus foule;,from-theſe the 
heart: wall: ſoeneprow. barrenand unfrijiefull,and 
Will bring faprth-nothing bur-bryers and. bram- 
hles3:7c24/ 26d this-may; bee che. caſe laf: Gods 

-þ + wy rn ea ; wr LI If 
.,; Another NUNer grace decaying 15 this ; It a 
Chriſtian begrowne up to: fame.Felte-ſollveſle 
it; 152 fore-running ſigne-of grace decaying, when 
youMcei berome-ſecurs apded: reftiips the full- 
of etpeSeregtin Fegir the favour 
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Moene neareft toits waine 2 is it not when ſhee 
is full in her owne orbe,. though ſhee received. it 
all from the brightncfſe of the Sunne : So ſoone 
as the Sunne is Eaſt and the Moone Weſt, the 
next quarter ſhee decreaſes, and ſo cxtinguiſh- 
cth, that ſhortly no beames of rhe'Sunne will 
ſhineupon her: Sois it with a Chriſtiang: when 
was the Moone in full with Peter, was ir not 
when heecame out withrhis layivg, Though all 
men deny thee yet will not I, Matth. 26: 33535 
hee was very leltefull when heethinkes hee: can. 
ſticke cloſerto Chriſt then all the reſt of his'fel- 
low Diſciples, and might you not:then have 
fore-told him, what a- woefull waine hee: was 
now falling into, as indeed hee did that night, ſo 
Pſalm.30.6,7. T ſaid in my proſperity T ſhall ne- 
ver be mooved, it was full Moone now with Da- 
vid; buthce was ſoone in the waine, and pre-' 
ſently ſhattered, and nota ſparke of his heroyi- | 
call ſpirit lIeftin him : Indeed, Pſalm. 3. David 4 
was in good plight, when his faith recovered a- 
gaine, andthen hee feared not for ten thouſand 
that roſe up againſt him 3 butotherwiſe when he 
begins rofall, his heartfailes himz but when a 
man is full of the Lord Jeſus, ſtrong/\in hismighe 
and weake in himſelfe, Prov. 30. 2,3: Whena 
man beginnes to finde bimſelfe-to bee nothing, 

. - and yetcan doe more ſervice for God then his | 
fellowes, 1 Cor.15-10. ——— how morgen 1 
any thing through Chrift that ſtrengthens him, F# 
vr aa jg that man is 1 > and thri- | 
fr em: 11x" his want of 


Chriſt 


a £1 
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Chriſt, the more hee cleavzs to him, and the 
more- he hath, themore hee would have of him, 
toftand faſt in rhatliberty wherein Chriſt hath 
ſet him, now God gives grace to the humble, 

þ Pet.5.5. ' g | 
3 Thirdly;It isa figne of grace decaying, when 
a mangrowes heayy and drowſie and unJiſpoſed 
to good duties. Whren was itthat the Diſciples be- 
tofaile? was ir not when Chriſt comes again 
and againeand findes them-drowfie- and heavy, 
Matth2 5.41;42. when they could neither 
watch nor pray, and then the iſſue of it was, they 
forſooke him. Is ic nor a figne of finne growing vp. 
on a man, When hee cannot hold op=n his cycs 
in'a good duty? whena man growes drowlic in 
prayer end hearing, ſome remptation is now a 
growing faſt upon him; bur if a man grow more 
lively, andſpirituall and vigilant, that man is in 

afaire way to ſtand faſt inall remptations. 
4. »* Now forthe 4*.and laſt, and that is figncs of 
- thetimesof Judgement, both approaching and 
remooving,- or of judgements remooving, or 
- merciesapp:gaching,and there are {igns of both; 
both- theſe times doe paſſe over us, and how 
ſhall wee diſcerne them  Forthis I cannot give 
youa better figne from the face of the sky then 
God himſclfe gives in Geneſis; -1f you fixae and 
; percerve 4 bright raine-bow in watery cloud, it « 
a» evident figne the ſtorm: a 7k 7 and will 
be' gone and blow over, Gen.g.1z,r75:' The Lord 
harſwornhe will-no more over-flowthe who!e 
kwirhwarcrs, and rherforeforaſigne of che 
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Covenant, hee bath ſct his/bow in the cloud, 
and. if it appeare, rhe farme will ſhortly over. 
Now what is that? toapply it to the fignes of 
the times of our viſitation, when wee may know 
. thata judgement is ready to remoove. What is 
Gocs bow 2 In Scripture. phraſe, the bowe of a 
man, isthe bent ofa man. As Foſeph his Bowe 
 abodein ſtrength, Ger.49. 24. The bent of his 
fpirit ſtill ſtood at the full bent and ſirengrh in 
the midſt of all diſcouragements, and did not ſlug 
it, though his Brethren, and his Miſtris, and his 
Maſter, and every one ſhot ſore at him, yet his 
bow abode in ſtrength z it was old Facods bleſſing 
to him, and ſo the bent of his ſpirit abode in 
ſtrergth and in vigour, hee ſtill held his integri- 
ty ; then Gods bow is Gods bent ; a figne that 
the ſtorme isa blowing over, and faire weather 
' Is towards, whatis the matter, if Gad bur ſce a 
firme reſolution, a ſpirituall gratious diſpoſition, 
an inclining and bowing of the ſoule that hee 
bend thehearts of mento God; and to the waics 
of his grace, and: that in a watery cloude, that 
is, ina ſoft and melting heart, then there is no 
judgement will lye long upon that ſoule, and no 
mercy will be long with-held from him; if the 
heart be ſtrongly bentto walke-with God, and 
- that notinthe -pride of a mans ſpirit ; bur in a 
melting frame of ſpirit, ſuch an one asthis, what- 
ever ſtorms were upon him, now all judgements 
arcablowingover, and faire weatheris towards, 
and ſuch asthat a manmay know, there will be 
the brightneſle of Gonamce upon his ſoulc oo 
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his fayourto refreſhhis heart in-all inward and 
ourwtd occifions. David when he was full of 
his owne 'ſtrengrh, 'ſuddenly in a cowardly 
marner'(if I may ſoſp=ake) his hear: grew dead 
within him,/yerbefore/hee was gor ro AL ahana- 
im, 'hee gathered up his ſpirirs-again, and>girds 
up his vigour and ſtrength atreſh, and then hee 
gota firme bent of a Chriſtjanſpirit ; rhis is Gods 
bow-inthcſoule ofa Chriſtian man ; but whar 
cloude was itin* Had it beene a tiffe reſolurion 
of hisowne ſtrengrh, had failed him, bur it 
was in a'watery cloude, heeand his people went 
up to Mount 0/zvet, weeping, 2/84"; '15.26.t0 
30. and was growne into{uch a melting frame, 
as that when the Prieſts would have carried the 
Arkeifter him," nay, ſaith hee, Carry it backe_ 
azaine : If the Lord ſay I have pleaſure in David, 
be will bring me backe againe, but if not, here am 1, 
let the Lord doe with me what ſeemeth him 7004- 
Heere is now a melting watcry cloude, the beams 
-of the Sonne of righreouſncſe had pierced it 
through, which ſore=tels the ruine and defiru&i- 
onoftall danger, ' and ſhewes that' Davids reſto- 
ringis neare. As the heart grows more humble 
and melting before God, and more firme and 
reſolute in the Lords ſtrength, fo doth any cala- 
mity diſperſe it ſelfe, and any merty breake in 
-upon us: There are many excellent promiſes in 
F0b5.17. tothe end of the Chapter, made to that 
.onle; thats well taught" and nurtured: by affit- 
*Rion;/andrhere/are dther promiſes made 
topeace and acq God, 106"22. 
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Fromwer/. 21, tothe endof the Chapter; now 
inſuchacale asrhis, when this 1s the bent of a 
Chriſtian ;' when a man is ſonurtured by afflici- 
on, as thathee growes more partenr, and more 
humble and loving; and that a man thereupon 
"acquaints himſelfewith-God, and puts away all 
Hniquiry our of his heart and hands, and God 
then help ns tolive humbly and meltinglyunder 
his harſd,and webleſſe him for his providence, ic 
is ſuch an evident fore-runner-of evill avoiding 
and good acomming,as indeed nothing 'is more; 
.- andthis wee muſt bee ſenſible of, as ever we de- 
fireto have any fignes of comfortable dayes ap. 
proaching,ro grow ſtrong inour bent inthe waies 
of grace; 'ahd inthar meektheſſe 'and lJowlineſſe, 
and melting frame of heatt;as thar'youmay ſec 
Gods raine-bow is ſerin a watery cloude; looke 
now for all ſtormes to blow over, bur if you lee 
thar the bent of a mans ſpirit begintoflugiit, iris 
an evident figne of a ſtorme approaching 'awea- 
ther gall; is but a peece of arain-bow, and-hangs 
'not from'one end of the sky to another; / and foir 
is a fore-running figne” of foute” weather, which 


holds feorth thus much}; when men will doe no 


- more then they thinke good of, dealeby peece- 
mea'c with God:a ſtorm is a comming'todeal 0- 
 thetwiſe with'theihy" if\ they" belong to 'God ; 
+ when the'Chitecti of Fpheſuwhadunbent her ſpi- 
rir,” and loſt her firſt love, "would nor now keepe 
ſocloſe to God, inormanifeſt her' ſelfe ſormuch 
- fot God ins wiy'of God, as ſometimes ſhe had 
' done, it was#fgherhardarketielſe an'cronble, 
2.4 , 5 SPE pane: | 
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and danger was acomming tethar Church, Xew. 
2.3,4«' And which is ycta worſe figne, when a 
man is bene- againſt God, and the waycs of his 
grace, andthe Divels bow isſct in a man, I know 
that thenthe Lord-is determined to bring mil. 
chiefe ſach a man, 2 Chren,2 5.16, 1 know 
' the Lord is dttermined to deſtroy thee, how did hee 
know; that Hee ſawthe Divels bow bentin the 
heart of the King, when hee ſaith to the Propher, 
Hold your peace who made you of the Kings counſel - 
Sothatiit yon ſeeithe Divels bene in 2a man, that 
hee ſets himſclfe againſt God, and the wayes of 
his grace, hee will be left. to moſt wocfull mi. 
.chiefe, accordingtothatin t Sam.3.24,25. They 
brarkened not to the, woyce of their father, becauſe_ 
the Lord would deſtroy them : They would not bee 
irtfromtheir wicked courſe they had beene 
--additedroo; and that's amanitelt igne that God 
+++ This ſerves ro {hc w.you; thatic-.is not utter! 
unlawfull for men to-make obſervatian of the c: 
ſtare ofthe weather, and face ofthe sky z our Sa- 
viourdoth not reproove itin them, , but oncly re- 
-proovesthis , .inthatthey were better $killed in 
the faceof the 5ky; and Ggnes of the. weather, 
theninche ſignes. of the times, Zak. 12.54.55. 
Whew yee ſee a cloude riſe out of the Weit  flraight- 
way yee ſay there comes. aſbore, ayd-ſo it jc, aud 
whey yee ſee the pact hea blow, yee fay there will 
be heate, andit commeth to paſſe, 8c. hee rejeQs 
F-09100 ery, gel IR 
ſhipoft God in'them, nor 1 nee: MHNKE tNC 
Rudy of nature, " JN | ; = Let 
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' People deſcribed, - ns 
Let what you have heard be a provocation to Vſe3. | 
_ every ſoule of usto take heedand beware-of hy- | 
pocriſic, you ſee how loathſome it is to Chriſt, 
hee never ſpeakes worſe word thgn this, 0 yee_- 
hypocrites, when hee ſpeakes with moſt deteſtari- 
on, yet this isthe worſt word hee ſpzakes of any. | | 
| 
| 
| 


men, O yee bypoerites, and therefore farre bz ir 
from the ſpirits of Chriſtian men, 'Abhorre you 

all ſeeds of hypocrifie,its very loathſomero God, | 
when he threatetsthe worſt cyto the worlt fore | 
of Miniſters that&ver the Chnurth of God bore, 
AMattb.24.51s 'Wharwill the: Lord of ſuch a 
Steward det, when hee comes topive him his 
portion with Ihypocrites and unbelecycrs, a man 
would be loath totbemeon with a drunken 
quarrelſom&Roiſter, . A man would blefle him- 

ſclfe from fellowſhip with ſuch a man while hee 
lives, yet ifaman be an hypocrite, hee ſhall be 
ranked with ſuch companions in he!l; if therefore | 
thou wouldcſt have no fellowſhip with ſuch ſpi- 
tits and unfruitcfull workes of darkenefle, bleſſ- 
thy ſelfe from hypocriſts, God loves trath in the_ 
inward parts, Pſal.51.6, better lye opzn'toIcfle 
rorment, thento bs yoaked with fuch d<boyſt 
ſpirirs in angther world. 


FINTHIS. 


